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PREFACE. 



In these days of fanciful innovation, wad bold im- 
piety » ScTtptural Doctrines are abused and peirerted 
on tbe one hand^ by the extravagance of folly and 
enthusiasm ; and are insulted on the oth^r, by the 
scoHb of Socinians. They are ridiculed as a vagu€ 
and vUienary scheme, which finds its origin only in 
the wild imaginatioBS of men. Notwithstanding the 
contempt and ridicule which are continually poured 
from the lips of opposers, the author avows himself 
a believer in all the peculiar and essential doctrines 
of the Gospel \ and his intention in publishing this 
essay is^ to defend these doctrines gainst the inju- 
dicious evasions, wild reveries, bombastical asser- 
tions, and sarcastical animadversions, of those men 
who would rob Christianity of its glory, blast our 
hopes, and make this world one vast scene of misery 
and chaos. 

In this controversy^ the author sincerely desires 
truth to have its full weight. He contends for no 
human creeds or explications whatever ; they may 
be right, or they may he wrong; bfallibility is not 
stamped upon any human creed whatever ; eon&e- 
quently nnnc over pretended to infallibility, but the 
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absurd system of Popery. Suffer the author to add^ 
that it is his firm opinion, that the articles, liturgy^ 
and homilies, of the established Church, approacfai 
nearer to divine inspiration than any other human 
system ever extant. 

Notwithstanding the superior excellency of this 
divine establishment, and although the author can, 
consistent with hisown conscience declare, that there 
{s not one point of Christian Doctrine inculcated by 
it, but what is fully supported by the infallible testi- 
mony of revelation; yet it is only human, or,in other 
words, the compilers of this tnost excellent system 
of rules and doctrines, were only fallible ; therefore, 
no man can iq>peal to it or any other, and confi- 
dently say, " Thus saiih ike Lord.^'' The highest 
that can be said of any human creed, however excel- 
lent, is, that it is a stream from the great fountain 
or source of all truth ; and a fountain must for ever 
excel its streams. Therefore, the author is deter- 
mined to make the Scripture the great fountain of 
infallible truth, the grand standard of his faith and 
practice, and its sacred' decisions the universal au- 
thority on which he will build every part of that 
system unto which he gives his assent; and he would 
have Mr. Heineken, and his Socinian brethren, to 
recollect^ that he attacks them because he believes 
they are blinded by prejudice and plunged into er- 
ror—because he believes that the system of Socin- 
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iftnism is false, and derogatory to the Son of God; 
injurious to Society at large ; dangerous in the ex- 
treme to all who embrace it ; and in its nature ab- 
surd to such a degree, as to render it disgusting to 
every sensible man. 

There is no doubt but the genuine truths of Chris- 
tianity will ultimately prevail : God will vindiqite 
his own cause. The powers of darkness hare long 
attempted to subvert the whole system of Divine 
truth, but they have not prevailed, nor is it to be 
apprehended they ever will. The Great Head of the 
Church is shaking the nations, and is about to purge 
his floor ;'the gold, silver, and precious stones, shall 
abide the day of trial ; but the chaff will be blown 
away ; the wood, hay, and stubble, shall be burnt 
up ; all superstitious rites shall be subverted ; but 
the word of the Lord shall endure for ever ; his 
counsels shall stand, and he will do all his plea- 
sure. Here then the author rests his faith. ' Anti- 
christ may fall, superstitious observances may cease, 
religious establishments may tumble into ruins, em- 
pires and kingdoms may be overturned, princes and 
governors may be dethroned, the great men of the 
earth may take part with the enemies of truth, er- 
ror and delusion may run like wild-fire, unbelievers 
may rage, and would-be philosophers imagine a vain 
thing ; yea, all nature may sink into a perfect non- 
entity; the solid rocks may be dissolved; the vast 
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mountains on our globe may disappear and be not; 
the most invulnerable of all material substances —in 
a wordy all the stupendous orbs which garnish the 
heavensy may vanish like shadows, die like the shrill 
echo, and be uo more ; but the Bible shall arise out 
of its present obscurity, and being stripped of all 
httinan appendages, shall universally be had in 
honour, while the enemies of evangelical religion 
shall be confounded world without end. Yea, 

'< They shall pass away like the baseless fabiic of a yision; 
" And leave not a wreck behind. " 

While all those solemn realities of the Gospel 
shall survive 

*^ The wreck of matter, and the erush of worlds.'^ 

The reader will be pleased to observe that though 
the term Unitarian is generally used in this Es- 
say, yet it is used gratuitously ; for the body so 
designated have no more right to it than the Trini- 
tarians. The author would not have used it but 
for a certain friend, whom he highly esteems for his 
piety and benevolence, who said he would use the 
term Unitarian instead of Socinian, as they called 
themselves by that name. The reason why the au- 
thor would not concede to them in the term 
Unitarian^ is, because they have chosen it expressly 
to intimate that they, among Christians exclusively, 
bold the existence of one God, and that Trinitarians 
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bold the existence of more Gods than one; an im- 
putation which they well know every person who 
believes in the Divine Trinity, rejects with abhor- 
rence. 

Again, in arguing with Trinitarians, they gene- 
rally endeavour to prove that the Scriptures, in a 
great variety of passages, assert that therf is but one 
Grod ; and when they have proved this point, viz. 
the Divine Unity, they triumph and consider the 
dispute as ended, and their antagonist overthrown. 
In this way they insinuate to their readers, that Tri- 
nitarians hold the existence of more Gods than one, 
and that all their arguments are intended to suppcnrt 
this doctrine. Whereas, every Unitarian knows 
perfectly well, that the unitt/ ofGody is as entirely 
and as avowedly holden by those who believe in the 
ever blessed and adorable Trinity, as by himself^ 
that none of their arguments are directed against it, 
and that this point of Christian Doctrine has never 
been, and never can be in debate between him and 
them, so long as the unity of God is equally holden 
by both parties. That the doctrine of the Trinity 
involves or infers the existence of more Gods than 
one, every Unitarian has a right to prove, and may 
with perfect fairness prove, if he can. But to say 
that Trinitarians believe in the existence of more 
Gods than one, and to treat them as if they thus be- 
lieved, when it is perfectly well known that every 
A 3 
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Trinitarian disclaims snch Mief irHh in^ygnstioii, b 
conduct, which,in my opinion, admits of no justificfr- 
tion. Every Trinitarian with the strictest propriety 
may say, <^ The Lord our Gtod is onr Lord, akd 

HIS NAME ONE.^ 

The author went to hear Mr. Heineken ddiver a 
Lecture, in which he endeavoured to pove the non* 
existence of an evil spirit, called theDevil, or Satan. 
His mind was much wounded to see so many Athe- 
ists and Deists; and likewise a great number of 
men and women, who, in their simplicity and igno- 
rance, drank in his disgusting heterodoxy, not 
knowing that it was more dangerous than a draught 
of the essence of hemlock. The author made two 
or three remarks, and determined to oppose him.-— 
When Mr. Heineken heard of his intention, he very 
candidly came forward, and made him an offer of 
his Sermon, which the author read with the utmost 
candour ; yet he must confess that what is contained 
in it, is contrary to every principle of philosophy, 
and the plain language of the Scriptures. But he 
is not warranted in commenting on his own observa^ 
tions. Such as they are. He commits them to the 
world, and earnestly recommends them to the can- 
dour and attention of those to whom he now appeals. 
There perhaps is much in this essay that will be 
grating in the ears of the hjrpercritic, who can de- 
rive a sort of flimsy pleasure from labouring to pry 
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into ihe deepest recesses of grammatical accuracy. 
However, he would observe, that his present circum- 
stances forbid him being critically nice respecting 
this in the present essay. 

Should thi^ work, through the divine blessings 
prove beneficial to society in general, or should any 
of those who have fallen a victim to the powerful 
darts of sophistry, he drawn from thoee labyrinths of 
absurdity, or others be prevented from falling into 
the same snarcj his intention in writing it will be 
Idealized. It is the first time that he ever attempted 
to assume the character of an author, and without 
dedication or patron^ he abandons this essay to its 
ultimate fate. 

Dudley-Hill, near Hradford, 1 
January 14, 18^5, j 
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PREFACE 



TO JBM. 



SECOND EDITION.* 



It is with great pleasure and gratitude to the 
enlightened public, for their kind and Hberal sup- 
port which they have afforded the author, that he 
sits down to write the following short preface. Aa 
a Second Edition of this work is just going to make 
its appearance in the worlds so soon after the first, 
is, to the author, a matter of astonish ment, and 
thankfulness to the religious worlds as it ib only 
four months since the 6rst edition made its appear^ 
ance; and notwithstanding the many defects which 
were scattered through its pages, yet the author 
Las received many testimonies of approbation, which 
haye removed that suspense under which he laboured, 
relative to its fate. As the author was unknown to 
the departments of literature, he could not but be 
anxious to know its destiny. He waited the issue, 
with a mind fluctuating in doubt, whether the 
arguments which he advanced^ in order to prove the 

* The reftder will pieAse to obs^rrcj that the Preface to tlie 
Firat EditluD as it now itands, U considerably oltcred. 
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ezittaice of eril spirits, would hare the same 
weight, and appear with the same cogency and clear- 
ness to the mmd of cTeiy reader, as to his. He 
was sensible, that ndther he nor Ma. Hsin£xbn, 
could influence or deceire the judgment of an en- 
lightened public. 

With these views, the first edition made its 
appearance, and its reception fiur exceeded his most 
sanguine expectations. The demand for it at present, 
is great; therefore, he judges it necessary to publish 
another edition, under the patronage of a generous 
public. There are many persons who have interested 
themselves in the publication of this little work, 
whose names woidd gratify his feelings to publish, 
but it is a liberty which he dare not take ; it is to 
these, in particular, and the religious world in 
general, that the author is indebted for a patronage 
so liberal and great ; and which he trusts he will 
never forget, so long as gratitude is capable of 
warming his heart. 

Though the author has had the advantage ct 
correcting the first edition, yet, he has not the 
vanity to suppose that the second is perfect ; there 
are many defects and inaccuracies, which he humbly 
hopes the candid reader will pardon and over look. 

November 7th, 1825. 
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AN 



ESSAY ON EVIL SPIRITS. 



CHAP. I. 

Misfellaneou* Obtervatioiu. 



Notwithstanding the Ught of Evangel- 

ical truth, which shines with a brilliancy not to be 
equalled by mid-day splendour, yet, it is amae- 
ing to think what ignorance and superstition re- 
main : what darkness, more intense than midnight 
gloom ! How true are the words of the prophet, 
that darkness covers the earth and gross darkness the 
people ; for infidelity is stalking abroad with its ugly 
features, spreading its contagion and infysing its poi- 
son, exulting in the most ridiculous chimeras, and 
carried away with the most bewildering enthusiasm. 
Notwithstanding the blackness and darkness of infi- 
delity , Mr. Heineken stands in a situation ten thou- 
sand times more awful ; for when I take into con- 
sideration the destructive consequence of his prin- 
ciples, they appear firaught with results the most 
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14 MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS. 

alarming, and consequences the most fatal. They 
lead the unhappy victim, who becomes fettered and 
entangled with them, into a delusion superlatively 
awfid ; and hurry him, under a garb of the most 
fantastical hypocrisy, to the verge of eternal ruin. 
As a proof of what I have asserted, I would have 
Mr. Heineken to observe, that there are many per- 
sons, some of whom I am acquainted with, and others 
of whom I have been informed, who were, a little 
while ago, strongly attached to the Christian faith ; 
but by means of attending his lectures, their attach- 
ment has been destroyed, and they are now wander- 
ing in the dark regions of infidelity, and upon his 
principles are defending that preposterous system 
of Scepticism. This proves the assertion of Bishop 
Warburton, where he says, that Unitarianism ^* is a 
sort of infidelity in disguise f^ or, as Mr. Wilberforce 
represents it, " a sort of half-way house from nom- 
inal orthodoxy to absolute infidelity ;^' or, as Mrs. 
Barbauld is said to have called it, ^* Christianity in 
the frigid zone/' Now, I would ask Mr. Heineken 
to tell me, what good has resulted from his preach- 
ing P I know of none : I have pointed him out an 
evil, and one of a serious nature ; ^'and if he which 
converteth a sinner from the error of his way shall 
save a soul from death,"'* what must be the conse- 
quences of that preacher's labour, which leads only 

* James iv. 20. 
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MISCELLANEOUS OBSEEVATIONS. 16 

to death. It is strikingly evident to every sound 
reasoner, that Unitarianism leads to the grossest 
errors, and plunges' its unhappy devotees into a 
vortex of unfounded theories. What is there In 
the gospel to recommend it, and render it a subject 
worthy of a Divine revelation, when all its peculiar 
and essential doctrines are taken away ? I must 
confess, that the arguments which the Unitarians 
have made use of in-order to support their system, 
and the miserable subterfuges which they have 
resorted to, have done more towards convincing me 
that their system is a destructive jargon, than all 
the mighty series of reasoning which has been ad- 
vanced against them. Seldom are they at a loss 
for a gloss, or an evasion, in aiming at the accom- 
plishment of their object. If they meet with a 
passage whose indubitable reading, and whose ob- 
vious plain meaning, is such as every unbiassed 
man would pronounce favourable to any of those 
doctrines which they so unreasonably despise, they 
are ready with ample stores of metaphorical, enig- 
matical, and idiomatical forms of interpretation ; 
and stubborn must be that text which will not yield 
to one or other of their modes of treatment. Thus 
they explain away the obvious import of the Bible, 
and thereby forsake the paths of reason and 
Scripture, and wander into the visionary regions of 
dogmatical enthusiasm, which destroys the trans- 
cendent grandeur and glory of the sacred pages. 
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16 MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS. 

According to the principle of Unit&riattism, our 
inquiry is not to be, what is the plain and obvious 
meaning of the writers of the Scriptures, agreeably 
to the ordinary and established rules of interpre- 
tation ; but is it possible to understand dieir words 
otherwise P M^i may talk of prgndkej but I can 
conceive of few prejudices more strong or more de- 
ceitful than that which is involved in such a prin- 
ciple. It is surely a very suspicious circumstance 
as to the foundation on which any system rests, when 
its abettors feel it necessary formally to warn theb 
readers ^^ to be on their £uard agamtt what ii 
called the naiural signification of words and 
. phrases.'^* Thb is ignorance with a witness ! it 
opens the flood-gate of error, and truth is lost in 
the ocean of absurdity ; for if we reject die natural 
signification of words and phrases, we must for ever 
wander in the barren fields of speculation and un- 
certainty. Here they slide into an error whidi 
violates every sentiment of propriety, and converts 
the plain and unadorned language of the Scriptures 
into a useless and unnatural pleonasm ; and those 
doctrines which the writers have inculcated with so 
much emphasis, they unnerve and paralyze, and 
with fiedse glosses and wild evasions, destroy all 
point and emphasis, evaporate all its spirit, and 
freeze every syllable of it to very ice. It is diffi- 
cult to maintain a Scripture controversy with the 

* Read Belsham's Calm Enquiry, pages 4, 5. 
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class of speculators I am now opposing, for two 
reasons. First, they will say any thing rather than 
give up their pre-coficeived opinions. That their 
opinions are merely pre-conceived, any person may 
easily discern, who examines their writings with any 
degree of attention. To prove that they will say 
any things I need only refer the reader to two 
assertions made by two of their most learned advo- 
cates, relative to the innocence and purity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. One of them speaks of him as 
^^JuUible and peccable;'''' and the other says, we have 
*' no svfficient data by which to determine whether 
during his private^ as well as public li/e, he was free 
Jrom sin or not ; and that it is to v^ a matter of no 
material conseqtiencey* But what saith the Scrip- 
tures: — "Tothe law and to the testimony; if wespeak 
not according to this word, it is because there is no 
light in us.^ If we examine both Testaments, we 
shall invariably find that they represent Jesus Christ 
as a holy and innocent character, without the least 
iota if impurity or inherent depravity. Henc6, 
says the Apostle — ^^ Such an high-priest became 
us, who is holy 9 harmless^ undefikdj sepwratejrom 
sinnersy and made higher than the heavens ; who 
luedeth not daily, as those high-priests, to offer up 
sacrifice, Jlrst Jbr his own sins, and then for the 
people's.'""!* ^^ He did no sitiy neither was guile 
found in his mouth.'' " Ye are redeemed with the 

* Priestley aud Belsham. f Heb. vii, 26, 27. 
B 3 
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18 MISCELLANEOUS OB8BEVATIOKS. 

predoiis blood of Christ, as of a lamb^ wUhout 
blemish and withotU spof*"* ^^ He was muiifeated 
to take away our sins ; and in him ig no einJ^f 
Are not these declarations sufficient to satisfy every 
mind that feels itself bound by the authority of the 
Scriptures? If Jesus Christ contained within 
himself the least inherent depravity, or committed 
the slightest evil, all these Scripture designadona 
of him must 1)0 considered as the m^re rhapsody of 
admiration, or the unmeaning bombast of eulc^. 
It perhaps is of no material consequence to the 
firosen-hearted Unitarian, whether Christ was a 
sinner or not ; but to every sound Christian, it is a 
matter of the greatest importance; for if Jesus 
Christ was a sinner, or an unholy being, Ae whok 
system of Christianity tumbles into ruins. 

The second reason why it is extremely difficult 
to maintain a process of Scriptural reasoning with 
Ifhese men, is, that the notions which they entertain 
respecting the inspiraticm of the Holy Scriptures, 
are so very vague, ftitUe, and undefined. 

^^ The Scriptures,^ says one of their most eminent 
writers, ^^ were written without any partieolar fai- 
spiration, by men who wrote according to the beat 
of their knowledge, and who, from cireomstanoes, 
could not be mistaken with r^ard to the greaier 
facU of which they were properly witnesses ; but, 
(like other ihen subject to prejudice) might be liable 

* 1 Peter ii. 22. i. 19. f ^ ^^^ 3-^* 
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MISCELI.ANEOUS OB8EBVATION8. 19 

to adopt a hasty and ill-grounded opinon concern- 
ing things which did not &11 within the compass of 
their own knowledge, and which had no connection 
with any thing that was so. We ought all of us, 
therefore, to consider ourselves folly at liberty to 
exfunine, with the greatest rigour, both the reason- 
ings of the writers, and the facts of which we find 
any account in their writings ; that, judging by the 
rules of just criticism, we may distinguish what 
may be depended on from what may not^* 

'^ I like the honesty of this avowal,"^ (says a 
learned critic,) ^^ but I presume you will agree with 
me in thinking, that Deism ought to have been the 
profession of him who makes it.^ Every one must 
at once perceive, that according to this view of the 
Scriptures, there is nothingVertain in them. And 
if we deny the infaUilnlity of the Holy Scriptures, 
fmd look upon them as the falUUe producticms of 
men, all our hopes of arriving at truth must be 
totally eclipsed, and the bright prospects of foturity 
be overspread with blackness and darkness forever. 
Therefore, the reasonmg of those men who deny 
that the writers of both Testaments were constant- 
ly vmAet in&Ifible guidance, is a dai^erous error ; 
the most animating doctrines of the gospel are left 
^itirely uncertain— a ground is laid f<Nr heart- 
raiding doubts and fearfol anticipaticms, which no- 

* Priestiey's History of Early Opinions, vol. iy. p. 5. 
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thing can remove, but a firm persuasion that the 
sacred writers wrote their histories under the 
immediate agency and superintendence of the Di- 
vine Spirit. The same writer, in speaking of the 
Arian opinion, that the world was formed by Jesus 
Christ as a subordinate agent of the Father, has 
these words : •* Now, as it is not pretended that 
there are any miracles adapted to prove that Christ 
made and supports the world, I do not see that we 
are under any obligation to believe it, merely be- 
cause it was an opinion held by an apostle.*"* 

Dr. Priestley made no scruple ^^ to call the apostle 
St. Paul an inconclusive reasoner.*"-!* " Neither I,'' 
says he to Dr. Price, " nor I presume yourself, be^ 
lieve implicitly every thing which is advanced by 
any writer in the Old or New Testament. I believe 
them to have been men, and therefore faHible.*^ 
And again : ^^ That the books of Scripture were 
written by particular divine inspiration, is a thing 
to which the writers themselves make no preten- 
sions.'*^ But let the Apostles speak for themselves : 
^^ But there be some that trouble you, and would 
pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or 
an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto 
you, than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so 
say I now again, If any man preach any other gos- 

* Priestley's History of Early Opinions, p. 63. 
f Priestley's Corruptions of Christianity, vol. ii. p. 370. 
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pel unto you than that ye have received, let hun 
be accursed. But I certify you, brethren, that 
the gospel which was preached of me is not 
after man. For I neither received it of man^ nei- 
ther was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. Now the things which I write unto you, 
behold, before God, I lie not.*^* And again he 
says, ^< And my speech and my preaching was not 
with enticing words of mane's wisdom, but in demon- 
stration of the Spuit and of power : that your fidth 
should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the 
power of God.^'f Now, reader, judge for yourself. 
Can the gospel, which was inculcated by the Apos- 
tle, be both a revelation from God, and at the same 
time, tikeJuHiik production of men ? Impossible ! 
If wedeny the universal inspiration of the Scriptures, 
we involve ourselves in a dilemma from which we 
cannot easily extricate ourselves. >But the writer to 
whom I have all along referred, goes farther than 
this in one of his letters to Dr. Price, relative to 
the pre-existence of Jesus Christ, and says, " I 
would not build an article of faith of such magni- 
tude, on the correctness of John'^s recollection and 
representation of our Lord^s language; and so 
strange and incredible does the hypothesis of a pre- 
existent state appear, that, sooner than admit it, 
I would suppose the whole verse to be an interpolct- 
tiony or that the old apostle dictated one thing, and 

♦ GaL i. 7, 8, 0, 11, 12, 20. f ^ Cor. ii. 4, 6. 
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his amanuensis wrote another.*"* Hence, it ap- 
pears, that Dr. Priestley would believe any thing, 
however monstrous, rather than the plain and obvi- 
ous meaning of the words of Scripture. Although 
all the writers of this class may not reject, in terms 
equally unqualified, the inspiration of the sacred 
Scriptures, yet they are all characterised by the 
same homogeneal laxity, relative to this important 
point. Another of them says, that " Peter speaks 
according to the conception of the Jews, when he 
says. Prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
man, but holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost f^ and adds, ^^ the prophets may 
have delivered the offspring of their own brains as 
divine revelation/' And another says, " what have 
we to do with the New Testament, when it contra- 
dicts the light of nature?'' I ask, where does the 
Scripture contradict reason ; for I suppose that is 
what he means by the light of nature. There are 
many doctrines contained in the Scripture, which 
are necessarily above reason ; but it does not follow 
that they are contrary to it Mr. Belsham says, 
that " Paul in his Epistles, introduces many han^sh 
and uncommon figures."f Again, he says, " The 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews indulges him- 
self in an ingenious^ but Jbrced and famAfid an- 
alogy."J Nay, he goes farther than this, for he 

* Priestley's Letters to Dr. Price, page 58. 
t Mr. Belsham's Calm Inquiry, p. 19. X Ibid, p. 19, 
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says, that ^^ our Lord sometimes uses metaphors of 
the most obscure and offensive kind,'*''* 

I hope these quotations are sufficient to shew how 
vague and undefined are the opinions of this class 
of men respecting the inspiration of the Holy Scrip- 
tures^; for if we give .up their universal inspiration, 
we must look upon them as a miaped compound. And 
how am I to distinguish between that which is in- 
spired, and that which is not P Here is a founda- 
tion for doubting ; by this our confidence is at once 
destroyed ; the mind is carried into the cold r^ions 
of barren speculation, and is lost in the great vortex 
of infidelity. This is a subject of importance, and 
one which ought to be carefiilly studied by every 
Christian, in order that he may render a reason for 
the hope that is in him. 

That the Scriptures were written by plenary in- 
spiration, is a, doctrine that has been believed 
through successive ages, and has remained impreg- 
nable to all the shafts of impious ridicule, and un- 
shaken by the bolder artillery of blasphemous invec- 
tive. " Some men," says a learned author, " have 
adopted very strange and dangerous notions, respect- 
ing the inspiration of the Scriptures. Dr. Priestley 
denies that they were written by a particular divine 
inspiration ; and asserts, that the writers, though 
men of the greatest probity, were fallible, and have 
actually committed mistakes in their narrations and 
^ * Ibid, p. 18. 
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their reasonings. But this man and his followers, 
find it their interest to weaken and set aside the 
authority of the ScriiYtures, as they have adopted a 
system of religion from which all the distinguishing 
doctrines of revelation are excluded. Others con- 
sider the Scriptures as inspired in those places where 
they profess to deliver the Word of God ; but in 
other places, especially in the historical part, they 
ascribe to them only the same authority whidi is 
due to the writings of well-informed and upright 
men. But as this distinction is perfectly arbitrary, 
having no finmdation in any thing said by the sacred 
writers themselves , so it is liable to very material 
objections : it represents our Lord and his Apostles, 
when they spoke of the Old Testament, as having 
attested, without any exception or limitation, a 
number of books as divinely inspired, while some 
of them were partly, and some were almost entirely 
human compositions : it supposes the writers of both 
Testaments to have profanely mixed their own 
productions with the dictates of the Spirit, and to 
have passed the unhallowed compound on the world 
as genuine. In fact, by denying that they were 
constantly under infallible guidance, it leaves us 
utterly at a loss to know when we should or should 
not believe them. If they could Uend their own 
stories with the revelations made to, them, how can 
I be certain that they have not on some occasions 
published in the name of God, sentiments of their 



y Google 



^m^m 



MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS. ^ 

own, to which they were desirous to gain credit and 
authority ? Who will assure me of their perfect 
fidelity in drawing a line of distinction between the 
divine and the human parts of their writings ? The 
denial of the plenary inspiration of the Scripture, 
tends to unsettle the foundation of our faith, in- 
volves us in doubt and perplexity, and leaves us no 
other method of ascertaining how much we should 
believe, but an appeal to reason. But when reason 
is invested with the authority of a judge, not only 
is revelation dishonoured, and its author insulted, 
' but the end for which it was given is comjdetely 
defeated.'' 

Hence it is certain, that to suppose that the sa- 
cred pages are partly divine and partly human, is 
an exitious error, for it leaves us entirely in doubt 
which to believe as divinely inspired. The mind 
is carried into barren climes of confusion and uncer- 
tainty, and instead of arriving at truth, gives up its 
pursuit as a painfiil and unprofitable research. The 
denial of the Jidl or complete inspiration of the 
Scriptures, opens a door for infidelity, which all the 
energies of those who deny the fact will never be 
able to shut. And instead of the Scriptures being 
a solid foundation, upon which to build our fUth, 
there can be no firm ground of trust placed in them, 
no settled hope, no permanent consolation — ^timid- 
ity and gloom must inhabit every bosom, and r^n*^ 
der life, in many instances, a burthen. 
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Some, p^haps, may ask, why are the opinions of 
the Unitarians so loose relative to this impoitant 
point P — ^the answer is obvious : because the Unita- 
rians know, if they should admit that the Scriptures 
were written by plenary inspiration, their system 
would be swept away with an eternal sweep. ^^ It 
is ever in vain that man essays to pierce the un- 
fathomable arcana of the skies. By his limited 
faculties, and superficial ken, the deep things of 
eterpity are not to be scanned.'^ The brightest 
seraph that encircles the throne of the Invisible, or 
the highest order of possible intelligence, could ne- 
ver make known one single counsel or purpose of the 
divine mind, imless it had been previously revealed. 
Nay, soQper could finite comprehend infinite, and 
the less incircle the greater, or a part contain the 
whole, of which itself is but a part, than that the 
unfalihomed counsels of Deity could be known but 
by a revelation from himself. 

Reader, whoever you are, or by whatever name 
you are called, unless you admit of the plenary in- 
spiration of the Scriptures^ you have no resting 
place for thought, but are in danger of falling a 
prey to the wiles of sophistry, ^nd the imposing in- 
fluence of high pretensions tq letoung an^.c^nday^ 
There are many arguments which J mght, advert to 
in order to prove that the Scriptures were written 
by plenary inspiration, not to mention the power of 
working miracles, ^or the fulfilments of prophecy. 
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which speaks their origin divine. And be it known, 
diat they who reject the authority of the Scriptures, 
rgect a part of the purest philosophy which ever 
occupied the pens of writers, and truth which is 
more immutable than nature itself. I would ob- 
serve, that if you take away the plenary inspiration 
of the Scriptures, and look upon the writers as fal- 
lible, and liable to err while they wrote the sacred 
pages — I would ask, how I am to know the truth of 
any doctrine, or to what must I appeal ? If I ap- 
peal to the Scriptures, how do I know but those very 
parts unto which I make my appeal, are only falli- 
ble productions of erring mortals ? Hence, it is 
evident, if we deny the plenary inspiration of the 
Scriptures, we must for ever wander in the great 
wilderness of uncertainty, and at last end in the 
dismal quicksand of infidelity. The Scripture, as 
an inspired whole, is my glory ; for when I read 
my Bible, I admire its native energy and unadorned 
phrase : in its didactive parts, what simplicity, art- 
lessness, candour, and sincerity ; in the prophetic, 
what beauty and impressiveness ; and, in its sub- 
lime, how eminently just and lovely. In a word, 
the Scripture language is remarkable for its sub- 
limity. Each writer is distinguished for peculiar 
beauties ; but the general style of all may be cha- 
racterized as strong, animated, and impressive. Its 
ornaments are derived, not from an accumulation of 
epithets or laboured harmony, but from the real 
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. grandeur of its imagery, and the majestic force of 
its expression. It is varied with striking propriety, 
and enlivened with quick, but easy transitions. Its 
sudden bursts of eloquence, its earnest warmth, its 
affecting exhortations and ^peals, afford very m- 
teresting proof of that lively impression and inspired 
conviction, under which the writers wrote and spake, 
and which enabled them, among a people not dis- 
tinguished for genius, to surpass, in every variety 
of composition, the most admired productions of 
pagan antiquity. Is there any book in the world, 
so perfectly adapted to all capacities, that conUons 
such sublime and exalted precepts, conveyed in such 
an artless and intelligible strain, and that can be 
read with such pleasure and advantage, by the let- 
tered sage, or the unlettered peasant ? 
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CHAP. 11. 

The Introdnetian of Moral Evil eomitkred. 

It is self-evident, that there is moral sad physical 
evil in the world. And various have been the 
theories which men have adopted, in order to ac- 
count for its introduction. Some have endeavoured 
to account for its introduction by iron-handed fatte 
and destiny ; consequently, they have made God thfe 
author of aU the evil in the world. While others, 
not less absurd, ascribe its origin to bad example, 
and a corrupt education. It is the last opinion 
which I shall endeavour to confute, as it is adopted 
by this class of men, who are foisely designated 

I am inclined to tbink, that Mr. H., as an indi- 
vidual, believes that we were created by God ; and 
this being admitted, he cannot deny that the power 
whidi created all things, must be the general Parent 
of the universe ; and that this great, exalted, and 
incomprehensible Being, is perfection itself, in all 
unereated, original, necessary, and never ceasing 
extremes. In iSne, what we conceive of God, is an 
assemblage of all possible perfection, abstracted 
from ^ possible moral evil. It is to this great 

^^Md ^mlted bring we nowttmi our attention, and 
3 
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ask, of what nature and essential properties did he 
create man ? It is infallibly certain, that that Being 
who is infinitely holy, and contains within himself 
an unchangeable hatred to evil, could not but 
create man in a state of moral rectitude. Accord- 
ing to every conception we can form of the wisdom 
and goodness of the Deity, as well as according to 
the most express and unequivocal language of 
Scripture — ^^Grod made man upright.^ For to say 
that Grod created him morally evil, is to charge God 
with the turpitude of every bad action, and to de>- 
stroy those attributes which are essential to his 
nature and existence. Therefore, *^ God created 
man in his own likeness, in the image of Grod created 
he him C and that image, saith the apostle, consists 
in righteousness and true holiness. 

Again, man was not only created without the 
least iota of inherent depravity, but he was furnished 
with a clear and sagacious mind, with reason br^ht 
and strong, and possessed transcendent qualifica- 
tions for the most elevated happiness. But that he 
might be accountable, he was necessarily created 
Jree ; and that he might never forget that he was 
under the cognizance and dominion of a moral 
Governor, a test of obedience was set; before him,. 
And in this respect, God did not deal wcnrse with 
man than with other creatures; he pointed out to 
them their respective laws by instinct ; but as maa 
was designed to be a distinguished link in the great 



y Google 



MOBAL KVIL CONSIDBRSD. ftl 

diain of being, God entered into a corenant with 
him, and gave him a lawy not only as a test of 
obedience, but as a proof of dependence, and as an 
incitement to gratitude. This law was ea^y to be 
obeyed, because it was plain to be imderstood- 
The greater the injunction, the more sererity 
would have appeared, and the more circumscribed 
must have been human liberty ; but God, on the 
furesent occasion, reduced the discharge of moral 
obligation to a single point, promising life on dbe- 
dience, and threatening death <m transgression. 
But what were the conditions on which these great 
events were suspended ? They fdlow — "Of every 
tree in the garden thou mayest freely eat ; but of 
die tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
shalt not eat of it, for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die.**^* The cavil about 
this fruit being an object of temptation, is almost 
too absurd to deserve a specific notice ; for surdiy 
no being can be out of the reach of temptation but 
God alone. He that is essenticJhfy is only un^ 
changeablyy good. I am well aware that not only 
infidels, but this class of men which I am opposing, 
cry out in the language of impious ridicule against 
this part of Sacred History ; and, say they, " God 
cannot be supposed to have condemned mankind 
for the mere eating of an apple.'' This, however, 

■ j- " i - i i . t . I 1 1 ■ I ■■ '■' . . ■ . .1. .- — ^ 

* Gen. ii,17. 
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it not the language of reason and eottuacm aepis^ 
but of partialtty and pi^ucUce, The phnuieoli^ 
here adopted is abscdutely falae and absurd* Itkk^ 
tunates that God was influenced in his €<»idemiMi» 
tion of our first parents, by a res^ilment excked 
only by the ralue which he fii^d on ihe foibiddctn 
firuit. As the value of the firmt was in a sense 
nothing, they therefore conclude thi^ God could 
not prize it so mucb^ as to be angry at the^pa2}»- 
geesfflon, much less to inflict so dteadfol a pwisb- 
ment on the transgressor. Were the principfe 
just, on which they profess to Mrgue> I would readily 
admit it, as would every other sensible man. But 
the principle kself has no connection with the sub- 
ject; the argument founded upon it is therefore 
without the least foundation. Such views of God 
as diese, are not taught in the histcnry, nor in any 
part of the sacred record. The Scriptures i^uiiveiN 
sally declare that our first psyrents were cond^nne^ 
because di^y disobeyed their Maker, revolted from 
Im authority, and rebelled against his govemm^[it. 
The firuit, whatever it was, was plainly of no value 
to him, at whose bidding suns lighted up theiir 
fires, systems rolled to fulfil his pleasure^ and 
who could in a moment call into existence a woild» 
or A million of worlds, with all their magmfioeat 
fimatture. The guilt of our first parents lay solely 
in rebdling agiunstGod, or in eating of thatftuit 
in opposition to his command, and for this they 
were condemned and punished. 

Digitized by VjOOQiC 
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Again, we are infonned tbat the Serpent^ or 
Tempter^ wbo had fidlen from his dignity and glory, 
into a state of degradation and misery, enyj^g th« 
happiness of our first parents, premeditated their 
ruin ; and with all the craft and subtlety imagb- 
able, accosted the general parents of mankind, and 
by reason of his cunning and falsehood, he pre- 
vailed with this happy and innocent pair to rebel 
against their Maker, and to sin against his infinite 
Majesty. Thus they fell from their original and 
happy state, and, according to the constitution of 
tilings, "brought death into the world, and all our 
woe." By this means the first man was stripped of 
his original righteousness, and became the subject 
of mortd and physical evil. 

Should it be asked; what are moral and physical 
evil? I answer, that moral evil is not only the 
practice of sin, but a never JaiUfig tendency to it, 
which is inherent depravity^ or that principle of 
corruption which inheres in the constitution of every 
moral being in the world. Atid that physical evil 
is not only those pains and diseases which are inci- 
dent to the human system, but all those dreadful 
evils and calamities that follow in such rapid sue* 
cession in this lower world, even all '^ the ills that 
flesh is heit to.'' 

But still it is asked, from whence arises this evil 
principle^ or how came it to exist ? I answer, that 
it is a self-evident truth, that there cannot be an 
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effeet without a cattse, and that the cause of this 
effect is the yiolation of the law of God. F<»r the 
rery mention of moral eril prensupposes a deviation 
from moral rectitude, and till that took place, tliere 
could never be an evil principle. It is a contradic- 
tion in terais to suppose an evil principle to propd 
when it was not, or to o^ befiNre it had an ewistence. 
The inquiry now renews itself— How can a holy 
principle violate the law of God, or commit an un- 
holy action ? I suppose the inquirer means by the 
term principle, that never-failing tendency to equity 
and uprightness, which inhered in the constitatimi 
of man previously to the introduction of moral evil. 
A holy principle could not commit an unholy ac- 
tion, or the least evil whatever, as evil. To Bwp- 
pose this, would be to suppose an impossibility, and 
a downright contradiction. For it would be to sup- 
pose a principle to act diametrically opposite to its , 
nature. Yet, at the same time I would observe, 
that man, as a moral being, must be,^i^^ to act, for 
free-agency arises necessarily from the nature of 
man. Again, man as a finite creature was not ovify 
mviabUj but likewise liable to be deceived. For 
immutcAUity and infaUibUity are infinite perfec- 
tions; therefore they could neyer exist in a finite 
creature. From these premises we conclude, that 
our first parents, though holy, were &llible, and 
that they were deceived into the commission of an 
act of disobedience, through the su^oeition of some 
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si^poaed good$ without tbe least idea orappreben- 
sbn of any evil whatever. For if there be a law of 
nature^ which there is, they could never choose eril 
for its own' sake. Wherefore, man as a holy being, 
violated a holy law, through the supposition of some 
supposed or fancied good, without the least idea of 
any evil whatever, as evil. For a holy prind^e 
could not propel to the commission of an unholy 
action, neither could an evil principle act before it 
had an existence. Therefiire, the violation of the 
law of God, is the cause of which moral evil is an 
f ffect ; and physical evil follows as a just punish- 
ment for such violation and rcibellion. 

This view is fiiUy corroborated by Scriptux^ and 
reason ; for Satan, the ar^ deceiver of mankind^ 
said to our first parent^, ^^F^r God doth hww^ that 
as soon aa you have eaten of this fndt, you will be 
benefited by it, for your eyes shall be opened, and 
ye shall be as gods.*"* As much as if SeUan 
had said, Such is the efficacy and virtue of thia tree> 
that by eating of it, your minds will be more illu* 
mi^ated, and you will be filled with divine know* 
ledge like yomr Maker. And when the guilty cidr 
prits were goii^g through a process of strict examir 
nation before thei? Maker, Eve expressly said " the 
SerpeiUj)eguUed me.'^f. The apostle St. PmiI, ii^t 
hifl[ second Epistle to tbe Corinthiims,t alludes to, 

* Gen. iii.5. f Ibi*. i^t la. {2 Cor. xi. 3. 
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the same subject : *^ I fear, lest by any means as 
the Serpent beguiled Eve through his subtUhf, so 
your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity 
that is in Christ.^ And when writing to his son 
Timothy, he said, " The woman being deceived^ 
was in the transgression.**^* Thus both Testaments 
agree in establishing the opinion given above. And 
again, to those who examine the nature of moral 
beings, their secret springs of action, and the phy- 
sical modes and operations of intellect, it will ap- 
pear evident, that no external Jbrce can compel the 
will to choose any thing but under the notion of 
comparative goodness ; therefore reason and Scrip- 
ture fully harmonize, and the Mosaic account of the 
introduction of moral evil into this world, stands 
upon a firm and immutable basis, which defies all 
opposition, from whatever quarter it may come ; and 
the hopes of every orthodox Chrigftian are built up- 
on an invulnerable foundation, which has stood firm 
and secure from the commencement of time to the 
present day, and will remain steadfast as long i^ 
eternity endures. Amidst the fluctuations and 
changes of political principle, this remains un- 
changed. " Christianity,'' says Dr. Paley, " hath 
travelled through dark and turbulent ages ; never- 
theless, it came out of the cloud and the storm such 
in substance as it entered in.*" And in spite of the 

«^ I Tim. ii. 14. 
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blasphemous invectives poured from the pens and 
lips of Infidels, and the activity with which the anti- 
christian dogmas, and disgustful heterodoxy of Uni- 
tarianism are propagated, truth will rise triumphant, 
and they will all be confounded. 

It will perhaps be said, '^ That if we admit that 
our first parents were deceived, either by the sub- 
tilty of an agent, or by the plausibility of a certain 
motive, their guilt shrinks to almost a nonentity, 
and their punishment bears no proportion to their 
crime.'' Although such an objection may seem 
plausible, I conceive it to be entirely founded upon 
an erroneous idea, relative to the speciousness of the 
motive which induced them t^ct, without taking 
into consideration the evil nature of the means. F(m* 
if the temptation, or the motive which induced 
them thus to act, h^d been ten thousand times more 
plausible, they ought not to have complied with 
such inducement, so long as its tendency led to a 
violation of a positive injunction, given to them by 
their sovereign Benefactor. Suppose the present 
king were to give to one of his subjects a positive 
command, founded upon reason, and agreeable to 
the nature and circumstances of the individual to 
whom it was given, threatening him with the most 
severe punishment in case of violation ; and, vice 
versuy if he obeyed, he would confer upon him every 
privilege and blessing which his realm would afford. 
Now, if the individual were to suffer himself to be 

D 
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deceive, either by the specious reasoning of an in- 
telligent agent, or the mere inducement of a certain 
motive, so as to violate the command of his majesty, 
would he not be guilty of downright rebellion, and 
would it not be just that the threatened penalty 
should take place ? Whatever are the motives and 
inducements by which we act and pursue oinr vari- 
ous projects, we ought never to overlook the means, 
under any pretext that may be suggested, but con- 
nect the means and the benefit to be obtained to- 
gether. Should an olgect present itself to our view, 
the obtaining of which would be of great personal 
advantage, yet, at the same time, if this object can- 
not be obtained without violating either the law of 
God, or the laws of our country, or that rtfle of re- 
ciprocal justice, " whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them;^ we ought, 
as rational beings, to give up the pursuit of such an 
object, however plausible and good it may appear, 
abstracted from the means by which it is to be ob- 
tained. Therefore, whatever were the motive, 
whatever were the agent, which tempted bur first 
parents, they ought, with invincible firmness, to 
have repelled the temptation, and adhered firmly to 
the command given to them by the God of the 
universe. 

Again, the rebellion of the first man against his 
Maker, was a sb so universal in its nature, as to in- 
volve mankind in its guilt in all ages of the world. 
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The account which is given in the Scripture, is 
grounded on the relation which all men have to 
Adam as their natural head. Adam, in his pns- 
tine perfection, had the privilege of immortality, 
but by him ^^ sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin, and sa death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned.**" An hereditary corruption is trans- 
mitted to all that naturally descend from him. It 
is the universal and unchangeable law of nature, 
that every thing produces its like, not only in re- 
gard of the same nature that is propagated from 
one individual to another, without a change of the 
species, but in respect of the qualities with which 
that nature is eminently affected. As it is natural, 
so it is universal— ^^ Who can bring a clean thing 
out of an unclean ?'*^ That is, how can a righteous 
person be bom of a sinner ? The answer is peremp- 
tory — ^not one. The fountain was poisoned in 
Adam, and all the streams partake of the infection. 

'' Can filthy dross produce a golden beam, 
'<Or poison'd springs a salutif'rous stream?" 

But, the Unitarians say, in opposition to all this — 
^^ We admit the fact of the great, thoii^h not uni- 
versal wickedness that prevails in the world, but 
we cannot assent to what you give as the Natural 
History of it. We do not think it inseparable from 
man^s present nature, but an accidental acquisition ; 
we do not ascribe it to the influence of an heredi- 
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tary taint, but conceive it to be the effect of imita- 
tion and custom, of acquired habit, of corrupt ex- 
ample, of injudicious tuition.'^ " This, by the way,**^ 
says Dr. Gregory, " is only saying in other words, 
that depravity is the effect of depravity. Let us, 
however, examine the matter a little more closely. 
The vile passions may in some be the result of im- 
proper tuition, or of imitation, I have no inclination 
to deny ; but they cannot always be referred to such 
an origin. How often do we see children in their 
veriest infancy, exhibit strong and unquestionable 
indications of boisterous tempers, of obstinacy, or 
impatience. How often do children of the most 
pious parents, who are so brought up, as during 
the first six or seven years of their lives never to 
witness any species of crime, any instance of ingra- 
titude, of falsehood, or deception, or any indul- 
gence in irascible passions, furnish painftil proofs 
that they can be deceivers, wilful liars, ungrateftil, 
passionate, malignant, and unforgiving? These 
instances, I will venture to say, occur very fre- 
quently, when it is impossible to ascribe them to 
imitation. But suppose the contrary were admitted, 
the opposera of the scriptural doctrines would gain 
nothing by the concession ; for of whom could a 
child acquire iniquity by imitation, but of some one 
that was bom before him ? and whom did that per- 
son imitate but some one bom before him ? and 
where must this series terminate ? If you say any 
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where short of the first man, you have to account 
for the remarkable phenomenon of sin making its 
first inroad at the identical time, and fixing upon 
the identical person you have selected, and this will 
be found infinitely more difficult, than extending 
the series to the great progenitors of the human 
race. Besides, does not the very circumstance of 
an aptitude to imitate evil, and rather to imitate 
evil than good, indicate something like that hered- 
itary taint which is brought forward to contravene 
and supersede? Can an inherent tendency to 
imitate evil, an undeviating propensity to slide into 
vice, (unless the strong hand of moral discipline, 
or the suasive influence of Divine grace prevents,) 
be fairly or rationally ascribed to any thing less than 
such a cause as that with which the Bible makes 
us acquainted ?'' If good and evil were but mere 
accidents of the mind, then we might rationally 
expect to find as many morally good as morally 
evil; but both Scripture and facts repulse this con- 
clusion. Now, as the human heart tends universally 
to evil, and as there are none but what are contam- 
inated, there cannot be a more cogent proof than 
that some evil principle predominates. Bad exam- 
ple may influence the present generation of men, 
but it could not influence where it was not, nor act 
before it had a be^nning, and there Was a time 
when bad example was not. As moral evil, there- 
fore, must have been introduced, and have existed 
. D 3 
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prior to bad example, bad example could not be 
the primary cause of moral evil. Mr. H. can no 
more account for the introduction of moral evil into 
this world, than for those phenomena of nature, 
which lie beyond the confines of human perception. 
He denies the account which is given in the sacred 
Scriptures, therefore he is obliged to wander upon 
a pathless ocean of uncertainty, confined in the 
barren precincts of speculation, and liable to fall a 
victim to the imposing influence of anti-chrktian 
dogmatism. 

Again, it is maintained by some, ^^ that evil is 
necessary^ and that we can have no knowledge of 
good but by contrasting it with its opposite." It 
is an unquestionable fact^ that in the natural world, 
physical reverses frequently give a colouring to 
each other; and it is equally true, that in the moral 
history of our species, the splendour of virtuous 
actions is rendered more eminent by the deepness 
of those shades with which these actions are con^ 
trasted. ^' It will be readily admitted, that no 
satisfactory reason can be drawn from pure abstract 
principle, why such reverses should seem necessary 
to give distinctness to each other. But the fact is 
indisputable, and it may be traced without difiiculty 
to the present state of our mental constitution. 
There can be no doubt whatever, that every good, 
whether natural^ moral, intellectual, or spiritual, is 
capable in itself of shining by its own inherent 
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brilliimcy. It would be nothing short of a severe 
reflection on the infinitely wise Creator to suppose, 
that he has given being to excellencies which could 
only be rendered distinctly visible by the physical 
reverses of themselves. According to such a con* 
stitution of things^ even natural good would be in- 
debted for the brightest display of its lustre, to 
natural evil ; but how any thing can be considered 
as a natural evil, which is essentially necessary to 
the developement of natural good, is a problem 
which we cannot solve, without impeaching the 
source of Infinite Wisdom. 

If from natural good acnd evil, we turn our at- 
tention to that which is moral, the atmosphere with 
which we are encircled becomes still more dense, 
and we find the clouds of concision gath^ing round 
us in every direction, and presenting us with dark- 
ness which we cannot pierce. To say that moral 
evil is necessary to unfold in all its beauty the ut- 
most perfection of moral good, is to destroy the 
essence of vice ; and, in an alembic of mental ^che- 
mistry, to transmute it into virtue. To assert that 
the existence of vice is necessary to that of virtue, or, 
that the display of the former is necessary to that of 
the latter, is a solecism in language, and is little less 
than a contradiction in terms. If natural and moral 
good were incapable of shining by their own intrinsic 
lustre, reason would compel us to infer, that each is 
defective in its own nature; and from this inference 
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we could scarcely draw any conclusion which would 
not amount to an impeachment of the Author of 
both. We can by no means suppose, that glorified 
spirits in heaven, (whether we consider them as na- 
tives of the celestial region, or as taken from our 
terrestrial abode,) can stand in need of such an 
unnatural aid, to make them sensible of the value 
and importance of felicity. And if moral evil had 
not debased the human intellect, and, in its moral 
consequences, disorganized the system of nature, 
we have no more reason to suppose, that evil in any 
form, would have been either absolutely or relatively 
necessary, to give us the instructions which we are 
now compelled to learn from it in our present state, 
than that it is necessary in heaven. The only 
rational inference which we can draw from the 
whole amoimts to this, that in the same proportion 
as we find the existence of evil in any form neces- 
sary to make us sensible of the value of good, we 
behold evidences of our degeneracy, both as to its 
extent and its degree. 

The sold influenced by divine grace, and raised 
from a death of sin to a life of righteousness, will 
be taught to rise above this chequered state of 
things, to lay hold on the spiritual good of which 
it is called to partake, and to behold its beauty by 

its native light.'"* 

Again, some will ask — "Why did not God pre- 

^ Imperial Alagpazine. 



y Google 



■■5?^. 



MOBAL EVIL CONSIDERED. 45 

vent the introduction of evil ? Was it because he 
could not ? If he could not, where is his infinite 
power ? And if he could, seeing that he did not, 
where is his holiness and goodness P^' To which I 
answer, what God can do, or what he cannot do, I 
dare not pretend to say. Yet, at the same time, I 
may venture to affirm, without fear of contradiction, 
that Qod could not prevent the introduction of evil 
consistent with his moral government and the nature 
of man. As for infinite power, it is out of the 
question. Man, as a moral agent, must be free to 
act, consequently he was capable of a law. There- 
fore, the government that was necessary for God 
to exercise over him, was a moral government, 
which government consists of laws, promises, threat- 
enings, rewards, and punishments. Infinite power 
could have prevented the introduction of evil, by 
depriving him of his will; or it could have interfered 
on the occasion. But had God, in order to prevent 
man from violating his command, taken away the 
liberty of his will, or interfered on the occasion, he 
would likewise have destroyed the foimdation of all 
virtue, and the very nature of man. 

It was necessary that man should first be placed 
in a state of trial, before he was confirmed in his hap- 
piness. Qad he obeyed to the end of his probation, 
he would no doubt have been raised to an unchange- 
able state; his innocence and obedience would 
have been crowned with perseverance. The per- 
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mission of the fall, does not reflect on God^s un- 
q>otted providence ; for the law which he gave to 
direct man, the terrible threatenings annexed to 
warn him, proves his irreconcileable hatred to evil. 
Neither does it tarnish the Divine purity or holiness ; 
for man was made upright, he had no inherent cor- 
ruption to betray him, he had power to resist the 
strongest temptation. In this situation, he was 
removed far from death and disease, sorrow and 
fear; he was formed for endless improvement. His 
mind, like that of the angels, was capable of con- 
tinual expansion, refinement, and elevation; and 
his life, of perpetual exaltation in usefiilness and 
honour. The tempter did only allure, he could not 
compel ; his powers are so limited, that he cannot 
fasten an immediate, much less an irresistible im- 
presision on the will. Therefore, a resolute negative 
would have made him victorious. Nor does it tar- 
nish the rich goodness of God, because he bestowed 
on man every qualification relative to his persever- 
ance ; and it is unjust and unreasonable to judge 
of the value of a benefit, by the ungratefiil abuse 
of the receiver, and not from its own nature* The 
evil of sin man has brought upon himself, and 
therefore it ought not to be imputed to any defect 
in the Divine goodness. A state of trial pre-sup- 
poses a liability to sin, and it cannot be proved that 
it is inconsistent with the Divine goodness of God, 
to place his rational creatures in a state of trial. 
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Though Adam wilfully forfeited the favour of God, 
and lost his original righteousness, and incurred the 
just displeasure of an offended God ; thus ruined 
and helpless, God laid help on one that is mighty. 
Here, the wisdom and goodness of the Deity shines 
with amazing lustre, in as much, as that he hath 
overruled the sin of Adam for good ; and wonder- 
fully devised a plan, that man, by repentance and 
faith in th^ atonement, may be emancipated from 
this scene of trouble, and translated to the realms 
of bliss, then — 

*' Blooming^ Eden withers in his sight, 
Death gives him more than was in Eden lost." 
By virtue of the redemption of Christ, the whole 
immense and eternal kingdom of Jehovah assumes 
a hew aspect, and God is seen by his intelligent 
creatures in new manifestations of beauty, glory, 
and loveliness. O, goodness, truly divine ! Mighty 
love ! Love that glowed in the bosom of Grod from 
eternity ! Our salvation by Christ is the product 
of God's eternal thoughts — " He was delivered by 
the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God.''* 
What astonishing goodness is it, that God, who is 
the end of all things, should become the means of 
our salvation. What is so worthy of admiration, 
as that the Judge of heaven and earth should be 
condemned by the guilty — ^that he should leave his 
throne in heaven to be nailed to the cross — ^that the 
Prince of life should taste death? Infinite love ! 

* Acts ii. 23. 
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which is as admirable as saving ! ^^ Love that pass- 
eth knowledge.^ Well might an inspired apostle 
cry out in an ecstasy— -^^ O^ the depths of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of Grod ! How 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past 
finding out.^* In our redemption by Christ, hu- 
man nature is advanced to the highest pitch of dig- 
nity and glory. In the person of Christ, it is risen 
far beyond the confines of our mental perception ; 
but, thanks be to Grod, this we know, that every 
humble and pious Christian <^ shall be like him, for 
they shall see him as he is,^ ^^ and be with him in 
glory .^ There the mercy of Gk)d, the most per- 
feet of his attributes, and the consummation of his 
excellence, will be made known more fiilly ; imd 
those things,' <^into which the angels desire to look,^ 
will be unfolded in all their mysterious and awfiil 
grandeur. Throughout never-ending ages, virtuous 
minds will be enlarged with knowledge, exalted in 
happiness, and improved in dignity ; and their af- 
fections and praises become more refined and elevat- 
ed, in a rapid and regular succession. When the 
revolutions which now measure time shall be swal- 
lowed up in an unchangeable eternity, the saints of 
the Most High shall be for ever with their Lcnrd. 
Hence, it is evident, that the glory of the redeem- 
ed as far exceeds the felicity of Adam in the highest 
state of his pristine vigour and perfection, as heaven 
is above the fading beauty of this terrestrial world. 

* Koni. XI. 33. 
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CHAP. III. 
JHe Nmms given to Satan in the Seripture, expiawed. 

Before I enter on tbe consideration of this 
subject, it will be proper to .observe, that the Uni- 
tarians deny the existence of angels, whether good 
ot bad. Now, if there are no angels in existence, 
it is absolutely impossible that there can be a super- 
natural evil being, or Devil. If the existence of 
angels is incredible, it must be for one of the fol- 
lowing reasons : — 

1^^. That the nature of things disprove their 
existence, or contains some evidence which renders 
it highly improbable : or, 

^ That it is not sufficiently revealed in the 
Scripture, so as to command our belief. 

1^^. It is not inconsistent with the nature of things, 

but highly probable, that there are in existence /mr^ 

immaterial spirits^ or angels. As God is «a pure 

Spirit, and delights in the contemplation of his own 

manner of existence, it is far more reasonable to 

suppose that he would create beings as much like 

himself as possible, than that he should create 

beings compounded of matter and spirit, such as we 
s 
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are. Suppose, for instance, that we were totally 
unacquainted with the existence of either angels or 
men, pure spirits would seem more likely to be a 
part of the creation of Grod, than spirits united to 
bodies, beings wholly rational, than beings partly 
rational, and partly animal. 

In creating man, a new mystery is presented to 
our contemplation, viz. the union of soul and body, 
so accomplished as to constitute but one predpient 
beu^. Should the Unitarians object, and say — <^we 
avoid this difficulty, by denying the existence of an 
immaterial soul in man.^ But this, by the bye, is 
only introducing to our view a ten times greater and 
m<»re perplexing difficulty, an hypothesis so myste- 
rious, as to be no other than a gross absurdity and 
contradiction in terms ; viz. the doctrine of ccgi^ 
toHvCf or thinking matter; for we might as well 
talk of a square cirde, or a part being greater than 
the wholes of which itself is but a part, as to sup- 
pose, that that which is simple and indivisible j to be 
a property ef that which is compound. 

Hence, it is highly probable, from reason and 
analogy, that th^e are pure immaterial spirits, or 
angels, in existence. For, as in the visible material 
world, we see no chasms, but a continued series of 
things descending in the scale of being from man by 
easy gradations; so we have reason to think it 
suitable to the magnificent design of the great Ar- 
chitect of the universe, that the species of creatures 
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should ascend by the same gentle gradations above 
us. And as we are much more remote from God, 
than we are from the lowest state of corporeal exist- 
tence ; so iw jlS not improbable that there are far 
more kinds of spiritual existences than of embodied 
beings beneath us. Hence, we may conceire that 
there are in existence various orders of sngdic 
natures. 

The declarations of the Bible, relative to the ex- 
istence of angels, are as numerous and express as 
language will admit. And it is truly astonishing, 
that any parson should profess to receive the Scrip- 
tures as a Divine revelation, and yet at the same 
time deny their existence. A few passages I hcq)e 
will be sufficient to settle this point beyond contra- 
diction. Jesus Christ said unto Peter — " Thinkest 
thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he 
shall presently give me more than twelve legions 
of angels f^ that is, more than seventy-two thou- 
sand; and the Psalmist declares, that <^ the chariots 
of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of ai«- 
gels rf these are indefinite numbers, used to ex- 
press a v^y large one. Again he exclaims — ^^ Bless 
the Lord, ye his a/ngelsy who excel in strength.^ 
When the Saviour of mankind became incarnate, 
Gabriel announced his birth to Zacharias and to 
Mary. An angel also proclaimed *^glad tidings of' 
grecU Joy*'* to the shepherds of Bethlehem ; and a 

* Matt. XX vi. 63. f Psalm Ixviii. 17. J ciii. 20. 
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^< muUUude of ike heavenly host praised GodP on 
the same occasioii, in the noblest anthem ever heard 
in this lower world, and sang — " Glory to God in 
the highest ! and on earth, peace, good-will towards 
men.**^* An angel roUed away the stone from the 
sepulchre of Christ — ^' His countenance was Uke 
lightning, and his raiment white as snow ; and fos 
fear of him, the keepers became as dead men.*^-!- 
^^I saw^^ says St. John, '< another mighty angd come 
down from heaven, clothed with a cloud, and a rain- 
bow was upon his head, and his face was as it were 
the sun, and his feet as piUars of fire.*"! From 
hence, it is evident, that there are pure qpirits or 
angels, in existence. '^ And before any one is so 
Arrogant as to conclude that tu) Devil exists, he 
should first ascertain the improbability, and im- 
possiUlity of his existence ; but in order to this, 
it is absolutely necessary for him to comprehend 
the yarious links in the ascending chdn of possible 
.cpustences, to develppe the realities of the unknown 
world, to prove that angels were not free agents ; 
or^ if they were free agents, (which we have reason 
to believe,) in order to support the baseless hypothe- 
sis of no Devily it must be proved, that they never, 
in a. single instance, violated that compact, which, 
considering them as free agents, must necessarily 

^ See Second Chapter of Luke, f Matt, xxviii. 2, a, 4. 
X Rev. X. 1. 
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exist between them and the Father of all gpirits. 
But who are capable of fathoming this infinite, 
this bottomless abyss? Where shall we b^in? 
The moment we attempt it we are lost ! We enter 
a region in which an impenetrable cloud every where 
encircles us ! we gase and grope ! but all is dark ! aH 
is unknown, and enveloped in the deepest mystery. 
Now, consonant with these remarks, is it reason- 
able to conclude, that no Devil exists? Certainly not. 
Ignorance, and our inability to comprehend a fact» 
can never form a just, a philosophical basis, on 
which to build our conclusions, and rest the fabric 
of our faith. No, the only rational inference, under 
such circumstances, would be, that not being able 
to demonstrate the existaice of the Devil, we have 
no right to conclude that he does exist; but this 
would not at all sanction the conclusion that he doei 
not exist ; because, this would be building the edi^ 
fice of our knowledge on the very basis of ignorance^ 
which is replete with absurdity, fiut, if we Uke 
the Scripture for our guide, and build the fabric of 
our speculations on the sure basis of eternal truth, we 
may, without involving ourselves in the painful 
drudgery of unprofitable research, easily discover the 
important doctrine of lapsed intelligences, or esistiiig 
Devils ; a doctrine, which, if disbelieved, will open 
a door to infidelity, which all the energies of those 
who deny the fact, will never be able to shut. The 

term, Devily is used in the Bible in almost innumer- 
E 3 
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aUe iBstinees, and it is to tlie BiUe alone that we 
must trace the true origin of the doctrine of De^ 
vils ; for how, or where, or when, should any m^ 
. dream of sudi a doctrine as this, a doctrine so vini- 
▼ersally receired, unless it wore of Divine inqnrci- 
tion ? The BiUe makes known to us, that whidi 
philosophy could never develope; and I feel no 
hesitation in Mayings that unless we admit infernal 
agency to be a Scripture doctrine, we can make no 
panner of sense of many of its parts ; but it must 
be a compHcatimi of absurdities, a jumUe of con- 
tradictions.^ 

' And I may further add, that as philos(^[diers by 
means of microscopes, have discovered to us vast 
tribes of insects in various parts of nature, which 
before were totally unknown to us ; so, Revelation 
may discover to us mjrriads of spirits, which, with- 
out such aid, would have escaped our notice. And 
it is as reasonaUe to suppose Revelation to be as 
proper a mean of discovering invisible fi^uritiud 
beings in one case, as optical instruments are for the 
discovery of minute corporeal ones in the other. 

The names given to the arch-enemy of the human 
race in the Sacred Scriptures^ are taken from the 
part he acts, and the different characters he assipnes 
in the work of injuring the souls of men. It must 
not, however, be daiied, that the names given to 
the Arch-deceiver, have sometimes ambiguous mean- 
ingsv Saian^ for instance, signifies an adversary 
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amoi^ men and good ^Mgtfb, as veil as among m2 
spiriU, Peter was a Sakm^ (that is, an adyersary,) to 
our Lord.* Ai^theimbelieTing Jews^theiSbtotor 
adoersart/f who hindered St. Paul's return to Thes- 
takmica.f But thmigh we find an ambiguity in the 
terms that are gi^en to the enemy of numkind ; yet, 
it would be an absurd and unwarranted conduaioBy 
from such premises, to deny the eiistrace of evil 
spirits. When he op|)oses the people of God as fior 
as he can, he is called Saian, which signifies an 
adversary; erne who stands in the way, or stops the 
progress of another. When he works all the evH 
diat he can by himself, or by his servants, in the 
church, or in the world, he is called BeKal; which 
signifies one without yc^e, <Nr one who is not profit 
able to any, oar without the Most High. When 
he endeavours to devour, he is called a roarmg 
lion, in consequence of his fury and desperatiom 
When he is represented as standing in the presence 
of God, accusing and condemning the best of men 
as far as he can, he is called the accuser of the bre- 
thren, or the DevUf which signifies a slanderer, or 
cahimniaior ; and when he acts as the destroyer, 
executing just vengeance upon the'^souls and bodies 
of the wicked, he is called Jbaddon, that is, the 
destroyer ; and ^hen he acts as the deceiver of men 
in general, he is called the old Serpent which de^ 

* Matt. x?i. 23. f ^ Thess. ii. 18. 
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ccivQth the world. And ns ht aet^ file mhilt 
part of the cunmng deceiver at first, he is called the 
Serpeni. He is called ^ great and red Drctgouy not 
only in respect of his great strength, and Moeidjr 
crnelty against the saints ; but because of the 
poisonous nature of those principles which he is 
endeavouring to propagate, either by his own inon^ 
diate agency, or that of his servants. He is caHed 
the cM Serpent^ meaning that serpent which of old 
at the b^^inning deceived our first parents, and is 
s^ deceiving the world. He is styled the Tempier^ 
which is his constant practice. He brib^ some 
with profit, and allures others whh pleasure. He 
h surprisingly subtle, his strength is great, but not 
ammpatent ; his malice is deadly, his aetiviliy and 
perseverance are equal to his enmity, and he haa a 
great number of demons at his command. 

Again, the Apostle St. Paul, in his Seoond £{ms« 
tie to the Corinthians, calls Sakm ^^ the God of' this 
woddr because he sways his sceptre in^he hearts 
of the diildren of disobedience. And our Saviour 
styles him, ^^aprmce^ in the ISth chapter of St. 
John^s Gospel-^" Ncwr shall the Prince of this 
world be cast out.*^ That is, Scakm^ the rula: and 
god of thro world, shall be dethroned firom that em» 
pire which he has so long usurped over the minds of 
men, and especially over the heathen nations. And 
again, Jesus saith— " the Prince of this world ' 
cometh and hath nothing in me.'^ By which ex- 
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pression he informed his disciples, that Saiany the 
Prince of the apostaie world, was coming to encoim* 
ter him ; not only by the most dismal suggestions 
and allurements, but by raising a storm, whkh 
would terminate in his death. Nevertheless, ^^ he 
hath ncrthing m me;^ no guilt whatever to accuse 
me of, no inward corruption or inherent depravity 
to take part in, or to follow his temptations, as the 
needle does the attraction of the magnet 

The Apostle styles him — ^* the Prince of the 
power of the air,^^* Not because he has power toraisc 
the wind, as some have supposed, for he could not 
cause the wind to blow down the house in which 
Job^s children were feasting, until God gave him 
permission. But because he is the princil or chief 
of those demons whose residence is in the air. He 
is called " ^irikud wzckedness in high places.^^ 
<< For,^ says the Apostle, ^^ we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but agwist principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of, this 
world, against ^n^fioZ tsnckedness in high places;^^ 
cxy as the margin more literally reads, wicked spirUs 
in heavenly places.'f 

The meaning of the Apostle plainly appears to 
be this : — ^We have not only to contend against our 
own fears and passions, and a whole host of perse- 
cutors, but we have to maintain a perpetual war with 

* Eph. ii. 2. f Eph. vi. 12. 
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enemies more powerful ^^ than jksh and biood r 
even with invisible and fiMrmidable prtncipaKtks 
and powers, who are the rulers and cause of that 
darkness and ignorance which is so predominant in 
the world. And such is the power and maligmty 
of those enemies^ that they even enter into our pub* 
lie and privi^ places of devotion, in order, if pos* 
sible, to obstruct our worship, and draw our attrition 
from God. Hence, Ae Apo^e atgrks than, 
'' wicked spirits in heavmly pUum^'' That Ais is 
the f»roper meaning of this passage, will be still 
m<N:e evident, when it is considered, thai the Apos* 
tie points out these enemies, in order to prove to ^ 
Ephesians the necessity of putting on the whole 
armour of God, that they might be able to wilte^H^ 
in the evil day, and having done lA, to flrtand«* 
May God grant that both the author and reader 6f 
this essay, may comply with the injunction of the 
Apostle, and put on the whole armour of God, 
that we may be able to stand firm in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might ; and, at last, when o<nr 
warfare is accomplished, we may be tranabled to 
the realms of eternal bliss. 

* Epii. vi. 13, 
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CHAP. IV. 

DemoHMcal Ptmesrions; or. Reasons to prove their Realitif 
mtordin^ to the New Testament. 

JlT Jias teen a sufajeet of dispute for many centu- 
ries, ^diether the demoniacs, mentioned in the gospel, 
were really possessed with iirfemal spirits, or demons, 
or wb^er diey were only persons afflicted with 
natural distempers. Those' who contend for the 
latter opinion, suppose that 'the expressions — ^pos- 
sessed with the DeyU-^-^msting out Devils, are only 
an accommodation to vulgar opinion, and that the 
persons said to be possessed, were only mady or tu^ 
natic, or persons subject to epilepsy. Thus they 
have explained away the account given in the gospel 
concerning these demoniacs. I have never had the 
cqiportunity of examining one complete treatise 
against the q^km of real possesions, except one 
written by Hugh Fcmner, which was put into my 
hands by a kind fiaend. And I candidly confess, 
that it is a learned and ingemous production ; and 
the more I read it, the more I am convinced of the 
truth of the two following lines :— - 

<< I know the learned can, with ease, 

*' Twist words and meanings as tbey please." 
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Neither haye I had the pleasure to read one 
single work in favour of real possessions ; conse- 
quently, my mind is not biassed by the specious rem 
soning of any individual. I have met with various 
remarks on the subject in the course of my reading, 
and probably some of them may appear in this 
chapter. The plain, unadulterated language of Ae 
Scripture, or the account which is given of posses- 
sions in the gospel, are more convincing to me, 
that the demoniacs were really possessed with evil 
supertuOural demons^ than all the learning and so- 
phistry which have been summoned into action, in 
order to disprove and evade the simfde and unvar- 
nished narration given of possessions in the evan- 
gelic history. I am firmly persuaded, that the 
repres^tation of the danoniacs in the gospel his- 
tory, together with their condition, cannot be fairly 
accounted for, but upon the principle of real pos- 
sessions. And I would ask the opposers of this 
scriptural doctrine, what language would they use, 
in order to express real possessions ? Can any doc- 
trine be better attested ? Are not the expressicms 
of the Evangelist as plain and forcible as language 
will admit ? Why, then, should any man endea- 
vour to expunge firom the Scriptures a doctrine so 
clearly and positively contained in them ? The 
modes of reasoning made use of by these men to 
evade the truth of the gospel history, are not only 
dangerous in the extreme, but superlatively absurd ; 
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Aey lead to dea^ay t^ cefrtainty ef all language, 
luid the QBlearmed, c^ uninformed reader, is at once 
oanied iato botin^Qess r^^ms of m^re aUegory and 
Jigure, and, like:a pS(d;^thoiit anchor' and without 
compass, founders tq)on a. dismid ocean of uncer- 
t^mtf and confusion. And not only so, but upcm 
tiie^S4une principle, we may easily eiqplain away 
ereiy other doctrine contained in the Bible ; and 
thus, in an ^embic of mental chemistry, transmute 
all these heart^cheering doctrines of Christiimity 
into mere shadows, and diereby deprive the humble, 
simsick soul, of all his hope, leaving him to perish 
inda^air. 

I shall, in the first place, point out a few of those 
reasons wfai^ induce me to believe in real posses- 
sions. 

First Casting out Devils is frequently spoken of 
as a thing di£ferent from the healing of diseases. 
Hence, it is said of Jesus, that ^^ his fame went 
throughout all Syria, and they brought imto him 
all such people that were taken with divers diseases 
aiMl torm^Us, and those which Irere possesised with 
D&oUSi and those which were lunatic^ and those 
that had the pa%, and he healed them."* " When 
the even was come, they brought unto him many 
that were possessed with Devils: and he cast out 
the spirits with his word, and healed aU^ that were 
sicic.'*-!* And it appears still more evident, from 

* Matt. IF. 24. t Matt. viii. 16. 
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the commission which Christ gave to his Apostles, 
that the demoniacs were literally possessed with 
infernal and invisible demons. For, says he — '^Heal 
the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, 
cast out DevUSf freely ye have received, fredy 
give.^* Now, how absurd is it to suppose, 
that Jesus Christ would say to his Apostles, ca$i 
out DevUSf if there ware no such beings in exist- 
ence, or such a thing as real possessions. If the 
opinions of our opponents be correct, we must look 
upon Jesus Christ as an ignorant novice, or 
else a downright impostor. ^* But let God be tnie» 
and every man a liar,^ who attempts to pervert the 
plain declarations of his word. ^^ And at even, 
when the sun did set, they brought unto him all 
that were diseased, and them that were possessed 
with Devils.'*'*f " Then he called his twdve dis- 
ciples together, and gave them power and authority 
over dU DevUSf and to cure diseases.**'! From 
hence it is evident, that our Lord and his Apostles 
consideted casting out Devils as distinct and sepa* 
rate from the healing of diseases ; and that casting 
out demons was one prominent feature in the Apos- 
tles' mission, when they went forth to unfiirl the 
banners of the cross, and to proclaim to a ruined 
world the redemption of Christ. 

Secondly. The sacred writers express themselves 

* Mfttt. X. 8. t Mark i. 32. % Luke ir. 1. 
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in such terms, as seem undeniably to imply their own 
peraiasion of the fact ; and that the distemper of 
these deplorable sufferers, was owing to the influ- 
ence of some personal agents wholly distinct from 
themselves, and these no other than unclean, infer- 
nal spirits. For, says the historian — " The Devils 
besought him, saying, if thou cast us out, suffer us 
to go away into the herd of swine,''* " As they 
went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man 
possessed with a Devil. And when the Devil was 
cast out, the dmnb spake ; and the multitudes 
marvelled, saying, it was never so seen in Israel. 
But the Pharisees said, he casteth out Devils 
through the Prince of the Devils.''f " And the 
&pirii cried, and rent him sore, and came out of 
him : and he was as one dead, insomuch that many 
said, he is dead.'":}: Thus it is evident, that the 
Evangelbts believed in real possessions ; otherwise, 
they must be considered as unfaithM historians, to 
declare as facts the expelling of demons, when no 
such thing eyer took place. But if we suppose 
them constantly under infallible guidance, the opin- 
ion of those who deny real possessions leads to the 
grossest absurdity and contradiction. For it sup- 
poses them to be imder infallible guidance, and not 
under infallible guidance, at the same time. 

mri^. Our Saviour himself in the actual cure 

* Matt. Tiii. 31. f Matt. iz. 32, 33, 34. X Nark ix. 26. 
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of these demoniaos ^tid in Im ireattnent of themi, 
plainly i^pears to have locrked upon tbeni as not 
only nominally, but really sujcb. TheDdrib be- 
sought hii% saying — ^^ If thou cast us out, suflEer 
us to go away into the herd of swine. And 1^ add 
unto them. Go."" He spe^ not to the main, bi^ to 
some other conscious beii^ .poi^sessipg and acting 
upon him^ <^And Jesi^( rebuked him, (that is, tbe 
unclean spirit,) saying, hold thy pea^ and ooiie 
out of him.'^ ^^ And he healed idany that were si^ 
of dirers diseases, and cast out many Devib, and 
suffered not the Devils to spedi:, bei^ause th^ knew 
him^^* '^And unclean spirits, when they s^w him, 
fell down before him., and cried, spying. Thou art 
the Son of God. And he straitly charged them 
that they should not make him knQim.'^f And 
Devils also came put of many, ciryii^out, atid say- 
ing, thou art Christ the Son of God. And he re- 
buked them, and suffered them not to speak: for 
they knew that he was Christ.^ 

Fomihlgf. The denial of real possessbhs rniJns 
the gospel history to be a compUcatlw of absurdly 
tieS| and renders it absolutely impossitde to make 
any sense of many of its parts. For instanoe, the 
account which is given by St. Luke concerning the 
ejection of a demon. Now, read the word dis^oic^ 
instead of the word Devily and tbe absurdity of such 

* Mark 34. f 1^ 12. t I-uke it. 41. 
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an opinion appears in its true light ; and the folly 
ct those who are so absurd as to depart from the 
line of diyine truth, is at once exhibited to public 
contempt. ^^ And in the synagogue there was a 
man which had a spirit of an tmdean di$e(uey and 
the undeofn disease cried out with a loud voice, Let 
us alone, what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus 
of Nazareth ? Art thou come to destroy us ? I, the 
unckcm disease, know thee who thou art, the Holy 
One of God. And Jesus rebuked the unclean dis* 
ease, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. 
And when the unclean disease had thrown him 
down in the midst, he (the unclean disease) came 
out of him, and hurt Mm not. And they were all 
amazed, and spake among themselves, saying. What 
a word is this ; for with authority and power he 
c<mimandeth the unclean diseases, and they come 
out.''* 

" It is well known,^ says Dr. Doddridge, " that 
a late learned and ingenious writer has revived the 
notion, long since maintained by Mr, Joseph Mede 
and Dr. Bekker, that these supposed demoniacs 
were only lunatics, or epileptics : but, on the most 
impartial perusal of what has passed between him 
and his feamed antagonists, I am fully convinced 
that there is no sufficient reason for departing from 
the received interpretation ; and I should think this 
story alone a convincing proof on the side of it. 

* Luke iv. 33—36. 

f8 
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It if most incrediUe tbati an eyangelUt sbeqld IiaT«^ 
been left to asoibe this man's diM»der tQ;t|ye spirit 
of an undemi demon, if it were cnaJly lunacpf, or the 
fidling sickness ; or, that a ph jrioian of o^wv^^ 
sense shonl^ speak of it aa a memi»able cvfcmkt 
stance, that such a distemper did not hurt a man 
by leaving him/'-^-^Again, our Lord represc^nts i^ 
evil spirit or demon, after being cast out, as walkr 
ing through desert places seeking rest and findu^ 
none. But supply the vord disease instead of spirii^ 
and die language, of Jesus Clurist becomes not iMdy 
altogether unintelligiUe, but absolutdy ab^inrd. 
For instance, when the unclean spirit, or rather^ 
according to the hypothesis <^ our oppon^ts, the 
undeandisectse^ is gone outof a man, he (the mule(m 
disease), walketh through dry places seekii^ rest, 
and findeth none. Then the undean disease saitb> 
I will return into my house from whence I came 
out ; and when Aetrndean disease is come, hefind- 
eth it empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth 
the wuiean disease and taketh with himself seven^ 
other diseases more wicked than himself; and they^ 
i. e. eight diseases, enter in and dwell th^e.-|* 

* If the word seven be understood as denoting perfec- 
tion, the words seven other spirits, mean a great number ; 
tberef6re, according io the principles of those who deny 
the reality of possessions, this uuelean disease took a great 
number Of diseases more wicked than btmsdf. 
t See Matt, xii, 43—46. 
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TboB. U is evident, that if tbe o{4iiioii8 of these men 
wh0t dmy real possessions be correct, Jesus Christy 
instead of speaking as never*man spake, hath used 
¥nguage which amounts to nothing more than a 
ipliss of the m^t inooh^ent and ridiculous jai^oBi 
Bui if we und^stand the words of Christ as a faith* 
fyX repre^eniaiion of what had previously taken 
place, his language .on this occasion is IntelligiUe 
and consistent with the general tenor of the gospel 
history. Thus it is evident that our adoxaUe Be« 
deemer considered possessicms as real ; otherwkie, 
he would never have adopted the mode ctf ezpi»i^ 
sitm made use of on this occasion^ 

II. A reply to tjbe obje^ions agaiiMSi this litetid 
interpretation of these and similar expressless. 

Olgection lst.-^Mr. Heineken. says, ^^ In aedat 
as much as possible to narrow the ground of our 
present inquiry, it will be proper to observe, that in 
almost all these passages of Scrq^tyre, where men 
are de^cnj^ ^ possessed, our translators have m^ 
judiciously employed the term i>&xit/, instead of 
Deman^ which is tbe true meaning a£.llie original 
word; and this circumstance has ^ven^rise to a 
very mistaken notion/' 

This is only an ass^tion without the least shadow 
of proof brought to support it ; and I would have 
Mr. H. to observe, that w assertion proves nothii^ 
without it he substantiated either by positive firots, 
or upon the princifdes of sou^d reason and ftrgu- 
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mCTt : the?rfore, it would be just to pass it over in' 
silenee. But as assertions and misrefKresentations 
are generally considered by " rational Christiam*^ 
as strong weapons to attack their assailants with, I 
shall therefore endeavour to prove to be false, the 
assertion made in the above quotation. Mr. Heine« 
ken ought to have proved that the translation of 
the term DevU instead of Demon^ was the cause of 
the opinion that there are in existence supernatural 
evil spirits, or Demons, or that it led to the notion 
Aat the demoniacs were literally possessed. The 
dennmiacs are frequently said to be possessed with 
undean spirits ; and it is also said in the history of 
these deploraUe sufierers, that they brought unto 
Jesus Christ '^ many that were possessed with 
DffoUsy and he cast out the spirits with his word."^ 
Here, observe, the term spirit^ is used as synony- 
mmis with DevU. But suppose the word Devil had 
never been employed by our translators, would the 
cqMnion of real possessions never have had an ex- 
istenceP I defy Mr. Heineken, or any other of 
his Unitarian brethren to prove, that one single 
individual believed in the existence of the Devil, 
or in the reality of possessions, merdy because 
our translators have used the term Devil, instead 
of Demon. Neither does the term Devil injure 
the sense of the sacred texts, nor does it convey 
a meaning which the writers did not intend. Sub- 
stitute the word Demon instead of Devil, and the 
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sense remains exactly tbe daaie: for instaacf^ 
^^They brought unto faim many that were possessed 
with Demons.'^ Christ said to his Apostles — ^*cast 
out Demons.'" Thus, it is evident, that if the word 
Devil had never been iised, the doctrine of posses- 
sions would have been the same. Mr. Heineken- 
further adds — ^^that it was a current opinion among 
the Jews, who seem to have adopted it fiom the 
Egyptians and other nations, that there was an 
actual transmigration of the soul, and that the spirits 
of the dead, both good and bad, had pow^ to enter 
the bosoms of the living, and either to impart their 
good qualities, or to inflict torments both of body 
and of mind, by the influence of their bad dispo- 
sitions.^^ And he again adds, that ^^ having very 
indistinct ideas of a future state, they imagined 
disembodied. spirits were flitting about in the re- 
gions of space; and diat they were all under the 
diirection of a governing spirit^ whom they termed 
Beehdnsbj the prince of the DemonsJ" Although 
the Egyptians, together with Pythagoras and his fol- 
lowers, believed and taught the doctrine of the trans- 
migration of the soul ; and though a great part of 
the heathens worslupped confessedly the ghosts of 
departed heroes, conquerors, potentates, and the in- 
ventors of the fine arts, whom popular superstition, 
after disguising their history with fables and absurd- 
ities, blindly deified. Yet it was the opinion both 
of Jews and Heathens, that the air was full of spirits. 
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a superior order of beings between men and God. 
These, the Greeks termed Demons, (knowuig ones) 
and the Romans, Genii. Hesiod roundly affirms, 

that— 

** Millions of spiritual creatures walk 

The earth UDseen." 

Hence, it is probable, says an able writer on this 
subject, arose the numerous tales about the exploits 
of their demi-gods. Hence, their Satyrs, Fauns, 
Nymphs of every kind, wherewith they supposed 
both the sea and the land to be filled. Some of these 
Demons or Genii, the Heathens supposed to be 
kind and beneyolent, delighting in doing good; 
others, to be malicious and cruel, delighting in doing 
evil. Of the former, seems to have been the cele- 
brated demon of Socrates, concerning which so 
many and various conjectures have been made in 
succeeding ages. ^^ This gives me notice,^ said he, 
" every morning, of any evil which will befall me 
that day." — ** My demon," said he, " did not give 
me notice this morning of any evil that was to be- 
fall me to-day; therefore I cannot regard as any 
evil, my being condemned to die." Undoubtedly, 
says iVlr. Wesley, it was some sjHritual being: pro- 
bably one of the ministering spirits.* '* The Jews, 
in the PirhAvolhy^ (says a learned author,) ^^teach, 
that from the earth to the firmament all things w^e 

* Sermon on Hebrews i. 14. 
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ftijl of these companies and rulers ; and that there 
was a prince over them, who was called the governor 
of this worldy that is, the darkness of it.**^ This 
agrees with the opinion of the ancient Fathers, con- 
cerning whom St. Jerome says, ^' this is the opinion 
of the Doctors—^that the air which divides between 
the earth and heaven, is full of contrary powers.^^ 
It would probably be difficult to discover with cer- 
tainty, from what is said in the Gospels concerning 
possessions, whether the demons were conceived to be 
the ghosts of wicked men deceased, or l^sed angels. 
It is plain they were conceived to bemaUgnant spirits. 
They are exhibited as the causes of the most direful 
calamities to the unhappy persons whom they pos- 
sessed—dumbness, deafness, madness, palsy, epi- 
lepsy,and the like. Thedescriptive titles given them 
always denote that they were wicked supernatural 
spirits. They are frequently called undean spirits^ 
either, because of their personal dispositions, or, be- 
cause of the effects which they produced. They 
are represented as conscious that they are doomed 
to misery and torments, though their punishment be 
delayed for a while. When our Saviour was in the 
country of the Gergesenes, there met him two men 
possessed with Devils^ or Demons^ coming out of the 
tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no man might pass 
by that way. Into these two men a legion of Devils 
bad entered ; and, behold, they cried out, saying, 
What have we to do witli thee, Jesus, thou Son of 
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God ?— art thou come hither to torment us before 
thetimet We see here, that those Demons expeet^ 
ed more grievous torment than they had ever yet 
felt ; that they mentioned the time appointed for the 
completion of their torment ; and, as the season 
fixed on fer^ this is the gre(xt day 9 they therefore ex- 
postulated with him about the time of it — art thou 
come to torment us be/ore the time P And they be- 
sought him that he would net command them to go 
out into the deep, into the abyss ; by which expo- 
^ sitors understand the place of torment.* The state 
ai endless misery, to whieh Christ will sentence all 
wieked peorsons at his second coming, is called, 
" everlasting fire, prepared for the Devil and hi« 
angels ;^f which seems to imply, that the arch- 
apostate and his angels are not in this punishment; 
that it IB prepared for them, and they are reserved 
unto it, «id that at the appointed time, they shall 
be cast into it. We read — " And the Devil diat 
deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and the fiilse prophet 
are, and shall be tormented daf and night, 'for evor 
asd ever. And I saw a great white throne, and 
him that sat cm it, firom whose face the earth and 
the heavens fled away, and there was found no 
place for them. And I saw the dead, small and 
great, stand before God: and the books were open- 

*' Malt. Tiii. $9. and Lake riii. 31. f UfaU. xxv. 41. 
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ed: and another book was opened, which is the 
t)ook of life : and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, according 
to their works.**^* Here we see, that when the dead, 
small and great, shall standy before Grod, and be 
judged by him, the Devil, together with the beast 
and the fiilse prophet, shall be cast into the lake of 
fire and ^brimstone. And again — *^ Thou believest 
that there is one God ; thou doest well : the Devih 
abo believe and tremble.'^'f' From hence it appears, 
that when the Apostle is representing the Devils as 
believing in the existence of God, he at the same time 
represents them a» trembling at the fearful expecta- 
tion of 3ome future misery which would be inflicted 
upon them. These passages evidently intimate, 
that their complete torment is yet to come, and that 
they are looking forward with the most dismal fore- 
bodings for their final destiny, the thought of 
which makes them tremble. 

That the Jews were aflierwards led into idolatry 
and superstition by other nations, is evident from 
their own history. But that they believedin the doc- 
trine of the transmigration of the soul, remains to be 
proved. Wefindno mention in the Scripture of sudi 
a doctrine ever being held by them. Besides, the 
doctrine of transmigration was contrary to the gene- 
ral tenor of their own Scriptures. The Apostle St. 
Paul, in one of his letters to Timothy, said, that 

* Rer. XX. 10 — 12. f James ii. xix. 
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from a child he had known those Scripturea, and 

that they were able to make him wise unto salva- 

timi, throu|^fSEUth which is in Christ Jesus. From 

hoice it fidlows, that the Jews with tliese Scrip- 

tores in their bands^ could not be so ignorant of a 

future 8tati9> as Mr. Heind^en would have us beUeve. 

Beridesy it is well known that the Jews had the 

strongest attachment to the Old Testame&t Scrip^ 

txotes, and continue to hare even to this day. That 

. the Jewish Rabbies incorporated into their Taigums 

many absurdities, I do not deny ; but that the doc^ 

trine of the transmigration of the soul was eil^her 

taught or believed by them, does not appear to me 

to beprobaUe; for the Jews thought their title to 

heaven absolutely certain, because they were the 

ol&prii^ of faitMul Abraham ; there&re, John the 

Baptist aaid unto them, ^^ Think not to say within 

yourselves, we have Abraham to our fether ; for I 

say unto you, that God is able of these stones to 

ridse up children unto Abraham.**^* 

Jesus Christ himself laid the axe at the very root 
of such a doctrine as the transmigration of the soul, 
in his narrative of the rich man and Lazarus. He 
informs us, ^Hhat Lazarus died, and was carried by 
the angels into Abraham^s bosom : the rich man siso 
died, and was buried ; and in hell be lift up his eyes, 
being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, 
and Lazarus in bis l)osom. And he cried and said, 

* Matt, ill 9. 
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Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lai- 
arus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue, for I am tormented in Mb 
flame. But Abraham said. Son, r^nember that 
thou in thy life-time receivedst thy good things' 
and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he k 
comforted, and thou art tormented. And berides 
all this^ between us and you there is a great gulf 
fixed ; so that they which would pass firom hence to 
you*, cannot, neither can they pass to us that would 
come from thence.^* Now, had the doctrine of 
transmigration been a prevailing <qpini(»i of the 
Jews, they would have said to Jesus Christ, that 
what he had been relating ccmcermng these two Men 
was not true ; for that their spirits *^ were tttting 
about in the re^ons of cpace,^ aad sometiinea entev- 
ing the bosoms of mankind. Even the thief upon 
the cross used language quite <q^[>osite to sneh a be- 
lief as this ; for says he—" Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into thy kingdom.^-f Now, had he be- 
fieved in transmigration, he would havo said^ Lord, 
let my spirit and thine travel together in the bousd- 
kss regions of eternal space ; (»r, let our souls^uter 
the bosoms of men and women together : thus, itis 
evident, that the belief in the doctrine of tranami- 
gration was not generallybelieved among die Jews^ j 

* Luke xvi. f Luke xxiii. 42. 

:( I do B0t meau that the doctriiw of trftBfliHigiatioB Was 
held bjr none of the Jews, for many I beliere were led into 
this opinion ; what I contend for is, that it was not a gene- 
ral, or prevailing opinion. 
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In the quotation already made from Mr. Hmeken^a 
lecture, he tells us, that departed spurits were sup- 
posed to be under the direction of a governing spirit^ 
whom they termed Bedzebubj the prince of the De- ■ 
mons, or departed spirits. In another part of his 
lecture, he says — ^^ Beelsebub has also been consi- 
dered as descriptive of this being (that is, of Satan) 
but it was the name of one of the imaginary Pagan 
Deities, and implied no particular qualities, either 
good or bad.^ Now, is it not as reasonable to sup- 
' pose, that the Jews called Satan, Beelzebub, for a 
certain reason, probably best known to themselves ; . 
as diat the Heathens should designate the supposed 
prince, or chief of departed spirits, by that name. 
For the sake of argument, we will grant Mr. Heine- 
ken what he contends for, viz. that Beelzebub was 
only the name of a large image, whom the Ekronites 
worshipped as a god. One of those passages in 
which the term Beekebub occurs, is in St Mark^s 
Gospel, third chapter and twenty-second verse: 
** And the scribes which came down from. Jerusa- 
lem, said : He hath Beelzebub, and by the Prince 
of the devils casteth he out devils.^ Now, according 
to the ojHmon of Mr. Heineken,^the meaning of 
this passage appears to be this : — ^he bath the god of 
Ekron, and by the prince of the gods of Ekron, he 
casteth out gods of Ekron ; or, he hath an heathen 
deity, and by the prince of heathen deities, he cast- 
eth out heathen deities. An absurdity too glaring 
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to be admitted by any man, except one who is Mind- 
ed by prgodice, or deleraiined to beUere any thing, 
however monstrous, rather than give up his pie^ 
concedred opsnions ; jbr it is making an knage, whddh 
crasistB of nothing but inanimate matter, to be Ae 
'^eattseand the efi^t, the agentand the patient, 
the moving principle and die thing moved : but 
I refrain from drawing the absurd, the uphilosophie 
conclusion, and hmnhly think, that the doctrine of 
Devils is as clearly depicted, as any othar truth in 
ihe whole Bible ; and a» all that has becai advanced 
against it is mere hypothesis, unsupported by ai^^u- 
ment, and unauthorized by Scripture, I hope^ like 
the bursting bubble on the passing stream, it will 
soon evaporate into empty air.^ Mr. Heindc^ ought 
to have told us how this god came from Ekron to 
the place wore Christ then was. We have yet to 
learn whether he travelled, or he was borne upen 
angels^ wings I-*-«And likewise, he ought to haint 
told us how it was posdble for Christ to become 
possessed with this image. Baalzeimb, property 
signifies the hrd qf^iy an idol or deity of the 
Ekrouites. Hov this idol came to obtain this name, 
I know not. Some commentators suppose, that 
this god was called BaaUShamaim, or the hml of 
heaven; but that the Jews by way of oontenpt, 
gave him the name of Baalsebub; but oth^s, 
with greater reason, suppose that he was styled 

the god of flies by his votaries, because he de- 
G 2 
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fended pe(^le from the flies, a troublesome and 
destructiye insect in some hot coimtries ; in lik^ 
manner, as the Eleans worshipped Hercules under 
the appellation of the fy^huer. And Pliny is i£ 
opinion, that the name of Achor, the god invdted 
at Cyreneagainstflies, came from Accaron, orEknm^ 
the city where Baalzebub was worshipped^ and 
where he had a famous temple. Ahasiah, king of 
Israel, having fallen firom the terrace of hia house 
into a lower room, and being dangerously hurt, s^t 
to consult this deity, to know if he should be cured 
of his wounds.^ 

The Ekronites, says Dr Macknight— •^^bdng- 
near neighbours' to the Jews, the great veneration 
irhich they had for this idol, made him the object 
both c^the horror and detestation of the devout 
worshippers of the true Grod. Accordingly, to 
express in what detestation they hdd him, they 
appropriated his name to the most hateful being in 
the universe, calling the Devil, or the prince of the 
the evil angels, Beekebub.'^ Dr. Doddridge says, 
^< the tide in the Greek, is Beelzebub, which sig- 
nifies, Th^lordtfadunghiCr — And a learned and 
ancient author in his notes on the first chapter of 
the second of Kings, says, that this idol or dei^ was 
known by the name of i^^fUhy god, because of the 
steoch and filth with which those heathen temples 
were infected. Hence, this name was given to the 

♦ 2 Kings i. 
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apostate fiend, not only to doiote that he was the 
most .filthy and corrupt of fallen demons, but to de- 
note the filthiness and corruptness of those princi- 
ples which he is eniearouring to instil into the 
bosoms of mankind. It is certain, firom the answer 
which our Lord gare to the Pharisees, when they 
said— << This fellow doth not cast out Devils, but 
by Bcfelsebub, the prince of the Devils T* that they 
meant to stigmatize Jesus Christ with having a con- 
federacy wiA this great apostate; hence, says he, 
<< How can Satan cast out Satan ?"" <«And if a 
kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom 
cannot stand.^t Asmuchasif he had said, if Satan 
rise up to the subversion of his own cause and in- 
terest, he is divided, and it follows as a necessary 
consequence, that his kingdom cannot stand, but is 
sure to come to a speedy desolation. 

Objection 2d. Mr. Heineken says, that ^< Jesus 
Christ and his apostles, it should be remembered, 
were bom in Judea, and educated as Jews, and 
therefore very naturally reasoned with their country, 
men in many cases on their own principles, and 
where no y ery important points of Christian doctrine 
were immediately involved, employed the common 
and popular language, in order to convey their sen- 
timents to their hearers.**^ 

This might account for general expressions, such 
as Demoniacs, or being possessed of the Devil; 

* Matt. xii. 24. f Mark iii. 23, 24. ... 
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but not for the nmtmef in whicli the £vaft|peIistB 
have rdated the dispo88essio>n ef the DenoDBi, wbo 
would not have expatiated and ^ilatged upon the 
notion, if they had not been sotisft^ thai It liad itfB 
foundation in ttuth. '^ The mor# enlightened cair 
not always avoid the use of metaphorical aoodea of 
expression ; which, though founded upon ertor^ yet 
have been So established in language by tlie inftifr- 
ence of custom, that they cannot be suddenly dis^ 
missed. But in descripticms of characters, in the 
narration of facts, and in the laying down of sys- 
tems of doctrines, we reqube different rules to be 
observed. Should any person, in complianod with 
popular opinions, talk in serious language of the 
existence, dispositions, declarations, and ^k^ions, of « 
a race of beings whom he knew, to have no existence, 
we surely could not praise him for his ingenuity : 
we must suppose him to be either exulting in irony 
over the Weak credulity of those aground hfan^ or 
taking advantage of their weakness, with the £shoa. 
esty and selfish views of an impostor. And if he 
himself should pretend to any connection widi this 
Imaginary system of bebgs, and should claim in 
consequence of his connection with theul, parlicukr 
honours from'liis contemporaries, whatever mi^t be 
the dignity of hb character in all other respeetSj 
nobody could hesitate to brand him as an impostor. 
In this light we must regard the conduct ^ our 
Saviour and his Apostles, if the idea of demoniacal 
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possessions wer^ to be coasidered as merely a vulgar 
error. They talked and acted as if they believed 
that evil spirits had actually entered into those who 
were brought to them as possessed with Devils, and 
as if those spirits had actually been expelled by 
their authority out of the unhappy persons whom 
they had possessed. They demanded too, that their 
authority and declarations should be believed, in 
consequence of their performing such mighty works, 
and thus triumphing over the powers of hell.* Be- 
sides, if we should suppose that our Lord in curing 
these diseases, and his disciples in writing the his- 
tory of his cures, used the vulgar language, or am- 
ceded to popular superstition; yet, this will not 
account for the possessed persons speaking in the 
manner related of them by the Evangelists. The 
demoniacs, it is probable, might, while under the in- 
fluence of outrageous insanity, fancy themselves to 
be possessed: yea, they might even personate the 
demons ; but is it possible they should even feign a 
dread of being tormented << b^bre the time:"*^ they 
might have expostulated with Jesus Christ, asking 
him why he came to disturb or torment them ; but 
it is not probable, that mere maniacs should even 
look forward to a certain period when their destiny 
would be completed, with the most dismal torments, 
and then reason with Christ about the unreasona- 
bleness of coming to torment them before that time. 

* See Martindale's Dictionary, Article Deroomao 
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But should it be said, diat Ae doaimiaes might 
expiress a dread of being rdieved fipom the possessioii^ 
and beg of Christ not to restore them to their naUur'- 
al state: this is absolutely improbable; but be 
this as it may, what shall we think d the man 
mentioned in Luktf iv. 38, who had a sfnrit of an 
nnckan Devil. Thid person was neidier hmaik 
nor fMd ; for die distemper under whick he labour- 
ed w»3 an efiUp^ as is plain ^m verse S5> n^ere 
we are told that the sjorit convulsed him.* 

This, Mr. Heineken will not deny ; but he wiH 
d^y that the distemper arose hMi any i^ncy of 
^iril^sitB. NoWf Z would a^, if there was nothing 
ift the case bat an epiUpey^ arising ftom natural 
causes, how came the demoniac to cry out, daylr^, 
^^Letmalonej vAa^kofoe we to dot/BiO^ ihee^ Jeiw 
GfNazareihf AH thou come iadeHteytaf^ Can 
it be imi^ed Aat this persim, wMle k his right 
mind, would be unwilfing to becuredc^lus^Bsease, 
t>r, that he shouU «q>re8S a cbead at the* tt^ 
thought c^ being relieved ttom sicbiess to^ bei^h, 
fiom the most excruciating torture, to perfect ease 
and vigouir ? To suppose this, is t^su^Ktse a setf- 
CTident absurdity ; and a^mm that can thus thinit, 
gives evident proof that he is himseif possessed, <n: 
is a m«Eiiac. Suppose thai the man was SUM|^ 
tinctured with the opinions of bis cotiMtry, ffld 

* See Doddridge's Family Bxpositor. 
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really imagined himself possessed with the Devil, 
is it reasonable to think, diat, being in his right 
senses, he would dread the ^eQtion of the Penfil, 
and look npm it as his own destruction ? Ffom 
h^ce it follows, as a nee^sary consequence, thali 
this man was literally possessed with an eiril, ttiiper^ 
natural i^irit, or demon. l\Ir. Heineb^ says*;^ 
<c Where no very importtmt point of Christian doc- 
trine was immediately involved, they einidoyed the 
cotnmon and popular language.**^ From hence it 
Allows, 4hat Mr. H* believes, that the doctrine of 
possessions is an uuitfiportant point of Christian doc- 
trine, and the belief in real po;$£iession an hafmless 
error. Now, how does this agree with the division 
of his Lecture, where he says^— ^^ I shaU (urooe^ in 
the third place to jshew, that the supposed interfere 
wee of an evil beii^ would be hostile to the Divine 
pc^etions, and utterly subversive of the Divine 
government/' And in another place he says-^ 
♦^ Nor is the belief in the existence of an evil i^it 
less h^Ule to the sublime attribute of Divine wis* 
dom.'' Thus it is eyid^t, that he is at w^tr with 
Uymelf ; and if the belief in the interference of evil 
sq^iils be hostile to the Divine per^tions, md 
i^teid^ subversive of ..the Divine government, the 
dactrid^ of possessickn is a. most important point of 
Giadstian doctrifte. Howdoes this ^ree with ^ 
'Characters of Christ and his apostles, that they 
should not only concede the people in an opinion 
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that is hostile to the Divine perfections, and utter- 
ly Bubversiye o£ the Divine govemment, but even 
countenance it themselves. Here, observe, the 
point of Mr. JTs. spear is turned against himself, 
and he falls by his own weapon. Surely, Jesus 
Christ ought to have told the people that there was 
no such a thing as real possession ; yea, he should 
expressly have sidd, that there were no such beings 
in existence as evil spirits, if the belief in real 
possession, or in the existence of evil spirits, ^as 
subversive of the Divine government. And again, 
in the latter part of the objection he says, that 
Christ and his apostles adopted ^* the common and 
popular language, in order to convey their sentiments 
to their hearers.^ That the language of a country 
must contain many allusions to the popular opinions, 
I do not deny. Yet it does not follow as a neces- 
sary consequence, that Jesus Christ, consistently 
with goodness, could use phrases which alluded to 
such popular opinions as were fiilse, and especially 
if they had a pernicious tendency; for instance, to 
use Mr. Heineken's own words, if they led to an 
opinion which is << hostile to the Divme perfections, 
and subversive ofthe Divine government^ Besides, 
there was no necessity for Jesus to adopt the vulgar 
language of the people. For it is agreed on all 
hands, that the Jewish language afforded abundance 
of expressions, whereby the truth of the fact might 
have been cle«rly expresTsed, if there had been no 
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real possession. They had proper names for every 
distemper incident to the human system. Epilepsy, 
lunacy, and madness, are diseases which have more 
particularly obtained the name of demoniacism; 
yet, these distempers are as often designated by 
their proper names as by the figurative name of de- 
moniacism. Why is not this language made use of 
in every cure, if it had been intended by way of 
accommodation to vulgar notions ? From hence it 
follows, that the Jewish language was such, that 
our Lord could have expressed himself in terms 
perfectly free from error ; therefore, it is inconsist- 
ent with the perfection of his character, to suppose 
that he would use this mode of expression, when 
he knew that the vulgar would be confirmed by it 
in their delusions. Whatever reasons may be shewn 
why our Lord adopted the common phraseology of 
the people, cannot be urged with rqpird to the 
Evangelists, who wrote the history of our Lord^s 
miraculous cures, when they knew that their hisp- 
torieswere to last throughout succeeding generations* 
Now, if they understood the real nature of posses- 
sions, they ought to have assigned a reason why 
they adopted modes of expression which could not 
fail to lead their readers into a most hurtftd and 
delusive error. Mr. H. attempts to solve, this dif- 
ficulty, by saying, ^^ That Jesus Christ and his 
Apostles were bom in Judea, and educated as Jews, 
and therefore very naturally reasoned with their 

H 
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eountarymen on their awn principles/' I hope that 
Mr. H. will not say that the Spirit of God was 
bom in Judea, or subject to Jewish prejudice; 
therefore this error must be reconciled with the no- 
tion of their inspiration. For surely it is a matter 
of the greatest importance, and worthy of the in- 
terference of the Divine Spirit, if the belief in the 
existence of evil spirits is " subversive of the Divine 
govemment.^^ 

If Christ promised to his disciples, that when 
they vrere brought before kings and governors for 
his sake, it should be given them in that same hour 
that the Spirit of their Father would speak in them,* 
it is fully as credible, thai they would be assisted in 
the same manner when they wrote the history of 
our Lord's miracles and cures, especially as the re- 
cord was to last through all^ages, and to be a rule 
of faith to all the nations of the earth. And again, 
Jesus said to his disciples, that — ^^ When the 
Spirit of truth is come, he shall guide you into all 
truth.'' From hence it follows, that the doctrine 
of real possession is true, otherwise the Spirit of 
Grod has bot only suffered them to remain in an er- 
ror, but to write a positive falsehood ; and in con* 
sequence of which, others have been led into the 
same erroneous notion. Besides, to suppose that 
the Evangelists^ were left to follow the dictates of 

* Mfttt. X. 19, 20; Luke xii. U, 12. 
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Jewish prejudice, while they composed their his* 
tories, is a reflection upon the Scriptures, which at 
once annihilates their authority. ^^ Again,^^ says 
Mr. Heineken, ^' to have engaged in controversy on 
every doubtful subject of enquiry, would have be^ 
foreign, and eVen hostile, to the main purposes of 
their office, have involved them in perpetual litiga- 
tionis, and have weakened the influence of their 
more important labours.'^ 

But is this a sufficient vindication of him who 
came to bear witness of the truth ? Is he not 
emphatically styled " the light of the world f^ thete^ 
fore to have acted consistently with his charactet 
he ought to have said, as he did on other occasions, 
^^Ve dogreaHyerf^ there is no such thing as bdng 
pdssessed with the Devil, it is only a natural dis- 
order of an extraordinary kind. Besides, how does 
this agree with another zealous advocate for Unita- 
rianism, who boldly asserts— ^^ That Jesus and his 
Apoi^tles pursued one direct course, m cpposition to 
long-established opinions^ and regarJUe^s omdfiar^ 
less tf consequence^^ leaving them to God." And 
luiother says it is the opinion of the Unitarians, that 
Jesus Christ, " by the force of his doctrines and ex^ 
cmpky saves men from ignorance and supersHtian.'^ 
Thus it is evident, that the Unitarians are at war 
with themselves; and such is the absurdity and 
contradiction of the Unitarian's creed, that, in or- 
der to support any part of it, they ar6 obliged to 
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annihilate all die rest. Again, says Mr. Heineken, 
<^ they pri^dently left the notion of possessions ^ 
they found it.^^ Now, if it was an act of prudeiw^ 
for Jesus Christ and his Apostles to leave the peo- 
ple in ca^pr and superstition, continually tormented 
with a fimtastic dread of evil spirits, surdy it is the 
greatest imprudence in Mr. H. not to follow t^is 
example, when, according to his own opinion, it is 
a prudent one. But this is such a notion of {ntU- 
dence as I have yet to learn. 

I read Mr. H.^s lecture with astonishment. Some* 
times he say^, &e supposed interfi^^ice of evil 
sfints is subversive g£ the Divine government ; at 
Others, he calls sudi an opinion an almost blai^em- 
ous notion; bit here he supposes it an act of 
prudence in Christ and his Apostles, to Iqave 
the pe<q)le in the possession of an enor, wbicb^ 
accK)rding to bis o^ipn, leads to the most serious 
consequences. Such are the inconmtendes of this 
all-searching, all-discerning, all-knowing philc^^ 
pher ! Agm, says he— -^^Altbough for the espe- 
cial purpose of establishing their authority, 3&sm 
Christ and his Apostles were endowed with a 6ii- 
pematural power over the diseases of the body and 
the mind ; yet, it by no means follows as a neces- 
sary consequenjce, that they were themselves oc- 
quainted with the real catises of the calamities they 
removed.''' This is a swcjeping declaration, 4iad 
not le^s contradictory than other assertions in this 
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lectore. For, if Jesud Christ and his apostles did 

net know thfe real nature of poss^ssidn, th^f could' 

not adopt the popular langu^e of th^ times by way ' 

of aceommddatioii: Doe^ not such Iimguage as 

this east a r^fledtidn on our Lord afid his ApostTeis? 

1$ it not evident iroDrt this supposition,' thtt Mr/ 

Heinekeii fancied tha^ lie is in poiSsession of mb^e 

wisdom atid ktioWledg^ than Vas the lot of ouradolf- 

able Redeetaer, and thefii'st hetalds of salvation: He' 

of whom if is'feo often'isal*— "fT/yw^^^feorf^^wW^' 

thfs Tmsdoni P But' Mr . llein^ken, withoiit a blush, ' 

cati' suppose, that that'Divine personage, whom the 

Apostle styled ^Hhe brightness 6f his Father'^s glory,^ 

and the express imkge of his person,^ was such ^ 

simpleton ^ hot td kndw a phydcal disease from ^' 

diabolical possession. ^ ^^ Thuis situated, (says M^. 

H^bken,) it would h^ very natural for theM to use 

the common language of the times.^^ This* is dlie 

of Mr. H.'s wonderful discoveri^es^t fim, to suppbise' 

them unaeqUE(inted with thb real niitiirB'of pbsfife^ 

sidns, then it follows as a necessary <x)ndi6qiieri^/' 

that they must adopt the common languaige bf the- 

times in which they lived. Thi6 opinion is abso-'^ 

lutely absurd, if we consider JesuS Christ to bfe€r6d 

and man in one person ; but Mr. H. will' deny this, 

ntHwithstanding he acknowledges that Christ and 

his Apostles were endowed with supernatural pow6l*' 

to cure disease, both of the body and of the mind/' 

Now, is it not as reasonable to suppose, that by 
2 H 
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this power, (which is no other thim the Spirit of 
God,) they were not only able to cure, but even 
to know the real nature of these diseases. For 
it is not only inconsistent with reason and commoB 
sense, but derogatory to the wisdom and goodness 
of Grod, to suppose that he would su£Per Jesua 
Christ and his disciples, to attribute these direful 
calamities to the agency of beings which had no ex* 
istence. Again, says Mr. H. ^< Did any, whilst 
under the influence of outrageous insanity, utter 
incoherent speeches^ and fancy themselves to be in- 
I\abited by a legion of demons ? they were treated 
as if they were possessed ; and so they would pro- 
bably have been in the present day ; for it would be 
folly to reason philpsophically with a madman.^^ 
It is certain, that the demoniacs were believed to be 
really possessed with evil spirits. Now, if Jesus 
Christ and his disciples were ignorant of the reiJ 
nature of possessions, it was morally impossible for 
them to reason philosophically either with a mad- 
man, (NT with one in his right mind. Neither could 
they use these modes of expression relative to the 
demoniacs in a figurative sense. Can any man m 
lujB right minji believe, that any physical disease 
could give this certain knowledge of Christ, or that 
any disease, epilepsy, or any thing else, could thus 
talk, and say — " Thou art Christ, the Son of the 
living God." Instead of the demoniacs uttering 
<^ incoherent speeches^'''' as Mr. H. intimates, they dis~ 
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played a degree of knowledge which is not surpass- 
ed evea by the Apostles themselves. "When 
Jesus came in to the coasts of Csesarea Philippi, 
he asked his disciples, saying — Whom do men say 
that I the Son of man am ? And they said — Some 
say that thou art John the Baptist ; some, Elias ; 
and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He 
saith unto them, but whom say ye that I am ? And 
Simon Peter answered andsaid-— ThouarttheChrist, 
the son of the living God. And Jesus answered 
and said unto him, blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, 
Jbrjlesh arid blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my Father which is in heaven."* Now, if the 
people did not know the true character of Jesus 
when in their right minds, is it reasonable to believe 
that a mere madman, while under the influence of 
outrageous insanity, could ever point out the true 
character of our blessed Redeemer. Yea^ if the 
Apostle Peter did not know the real character of 
Christ by the mere exercise of his own natural un- 
derstanding, is it not absurd to suppose, that a mere 
maniac could ever arrive at this knowledge ? One 
of the demoniacs styles him—" T%m Son of the 
Most High.'''* Now, the title Most High is given 
to the Supreme Being by the writers of the. Old 
Testament, in order to distinguish him from all 
other gods. Thus it is evident, that the demo^ 

* Matt. xfi. 13—17. 
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niacs acknowledged Christ in tbe divhdiy of bis 
character, which Mr. H. so unreasonable demes. 

** With these observations,'' says Mr. H.^*I 
shall pass oyer all these passages of Scripture, in 
which the afflicted are said to have been possessed 
by demons ; for this word ought, in all cases, to have 
been employed by our translators instead of the- 
word Devil ; and it would then very plainly appe^, 
that such passages have no actual bearing on the 
present question.'' With what propriety Mr. H/ 
can say such passages have no actual bearing on the 
present question, I am at a loss to determine, unless 
these passages are an insuperable bar to his progress 
in denying the existence of a supernatural evil be^ 
ing, whom we call the Devil, or Satan. The tenb 
demon^ signifies a spirit, whether good (nt bad; 
and though the heathens generally used it in a good 
sense, yet they sometimes used it in an evil one. 
They had evil demons as well as good. ^^But when 
no bad quality is ascribed to the jdemon or demtms 
spoken of, and nothing affirmed that implies it, the 
acceptation of the term in Pagan writers, is gcner-^ 
idly favourable." If there had been nothing more 
to urge in favdurof real possessions than the mer6 
name 2>mZ, or demon,- 1 should thixdc the contrary 
opinion not so improbable. But wlien I find men^ 
tion made of the number of demons in particular 
possessions, their actions particularly distinguished 
from those of the man possessed, I cannot but ad- 
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mit that they were really possessed. And I am 
firmly persuaded, that we must either admit of real 
possessions, or else give up the Divine authority of 
the gospel history. For the gospel expressly as- 
serts real possesion, and our Lord and his apostles 
never once told the people that there was no such 
thing ; but, on the contrary^ countenanced the 
commcm and prevailing opinion. Therefore, I shall 
take it for granted, that the demoniacs were literally 
possessed, until Mr. H. brings forward some proof 
to the contrary. He has hitherto advanced notUng 
but dogmatical assertions, which are as contradic- 
tory as they are false. 

It is maintained by those who deny the common 
opinion, that ** the DevU was only a name for epu 
lepsy^ hmacy^ or madnessP But I want clear proof 
of this ; and I assert, contrary to Mr. Mede, that 
the sentence— ^^ He hath a Itevil, and is mad,^* 
are not synonymous expressions, any more than he 
hath a fever, and is mad, are so. To be mad, is 
often the consequence of a violent fever, but diis is 
no proof that they are synonymous terms, and mean 
one and the same thing. It is reasonable to sup- 
pose, Aat every one was possessed of a demcm grew 
lunatic or mad, and at intervals might have fits, 
and be more than ordinarily aflfected, which might 
be die reason why the demoniacs are said to be lu- 
natic, or mad ; but still this is no proof that being 

* John X. 20. 
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possessed, and hmacy, or madness^ were synony- 
mous terms, or mean one and the same thing. 
They are quite different disorders, though the latter, 
perhaps, was generally, if not always, the conse- 
quence of the former. But it is farther alleged, 
^^ that madness and lunacy may be accounted for by 
natural and secondary causes.^^ It is Tery true • 
but this is no reasom for believmg that they may 
not sometimes be owing to preternatural ones ; thus, 
a fever may be cured by natural means, but it no 
way follows that it may not have been cured by the 
efficacy of a miraculous power, exerted for that pur- 
pose. And as nothing is more easy to be imagined, 
than that our Saviour should be able to assign the 
instance of such a pretematiiral agency, may we 
not take his word for a plain matter of fact ? 

Mr. Farmer says, that " the miracle wrought 
upon the demoniacs, is often described in the same 
terms as that wrought upon the diseased, terms 
that necessarily imply their having previously la- 
boured under a real distemper.*" St. Matthew says, 
equally concerning demoniacs, lunatics, and para- 
lytics, " He HEALED them." What then ? Does 
the term heeding always imply a bodily disorder, or 
such a disorder of mind as proceeds from natural 
causes ? This Mr. Farmer dare not assert, firm as 
his brow is for allegory and Jigure. We find it ap- 
plied to unwholesome waters j to sin, and to outward 
temporal calamities ; therefore this argument proves 
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nothing. And as the demoniacs laboured under 
various diseases, which were thought to have been 
inflicted by the agency of evil spirits, the Evange- 
lists, by simply saying that they were healed or cured^ 
was a certain proof that the demons were dislodged. 
Besides, they mention the dispossession of the de- 
mons in contradistinction to the healing of diseases ; 
hence, it is said of Christ, that ^^ He cast out the 
spirits with his word, and healed all that were 
SICK.*" Now, this language is nothing but unintel- 
ligible jargon, on the supposition that the demo- 
niacs were only labouring under natural diseases. 

Again, the account which is given of the Demo- 
niacs of Gadara, and the ridiculous and miserable 
subterfuges which have been resorted to by those 
who deny the common opinion, is a convincing proof 
to me in favour of real possession. It is said of one 
of those Demoniacs, that ^^ no man could bind him, 
NO not with chams.'^* But Mr, Farmer says, — 
«* That the ancients ^^rAop*, were less skilful than 
the moderns, in the methods of confining such un- 
happy persons.''^ This is at best only an improba- 
ble supposition ; for who can suppose, (unless he 
has an hypothesis to support by it,) that the ancients 
were such idiots as not to be able to confine with 
chains a mere maniac. Besides, why should the 
Evangelist point out this circumstance with so much 

* Mark r. 3. 
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emphasis, if the reason why he could not be bound, 
was owing to the deficiency of wisdom in the people. 
It is Airther said, that out of this deplorable suf- 
ferer, our Lord dislodged a Legion of Devils ; and 
that he permitted them to go into a herd of swine, 
which was feeding upon the mountain, in conse- 
quence of which, the whole herd (which was about 
two thousand) ran violently down a steep place and 
were choked in the sea. But Dr. Lardner and Mr. 
Mede, str^iuously contend in opposition to reason 
and Scripture, that this herd of swine was driv^i 
into the sea by the joint assistance of two raging 
madmen. Is it not a pity that men of learning 
should ever suffer themselves to be led into such 
absurdities ;' and is it not a strong proof in favour 
of real possessions, whai those who deny the fact 
are obliged to resort to such miserable shifts. I 
hesitate not to say, that it was impossible, not for 
two, but for twenty such madmen, however fierce, 
to put so vast a number of swine as two thousand 
into motion in an instant, and to cause them all to 
rush with violence down a predpice into the ' sea ; 
for it is well 1^A^9 that swine are the worst of tame 
animals, to be driven. Besides, it does not appear 
from the history, that the men ever fell upon the 
swine, or made any attempt to drive them into the 
sea; nay, the history positively refers their de- 
struction to a different cause ; for we are ei^pressly 
told, that the Devils went into the herd of swine. 
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*^Now there is a great deal of difference between the 
Devibgomginto a things and a man flowing after 
or driving it. Moreover, if this legion of demons, 
were noting more than a raging madman or two, 
and if these demons entered into the swine, as we 
are assured they did, then these madmen entered 
into the swine. NoW, it remains for them to ex- 
phtin, how these madmen got out of themselves^ 
and how thej got into the swine. Such are the ab- 
surdities which men unavoidably run into, who 
wish to be wise above what is written. Neither is 
the supposition, that the demoniacs only laboured 
under a natural disease less absurd ; for if there was 
nothing mote than a bodily disease^ we must view 
the subject of it as afflicted with a legion of diseases 
at one time, that is, SLhontJlve thousand ; that the 
diseases were possessed of the gift of speech ; for it 
is said, they besought him that he would not com- 
mand them to go out into the deep. There is one 
thing more which ought not to be overlooked. 
When our Lord had commanded the unclean spirit, 
or rather the tmclean disease^ to come out of the man, 
the reply which was made was — ^** What have we to 
do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God Most High.? 
I beseech thee torment me not." If we consider 
this to be the language of the afflicted person with- 
out diabolical influence, we are totally unable to 
make any sense of the passage ; and if we view it 
as the language of a disease, it appears more absurd 
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stilL Mr. Fttmer su^KMiefl, thai it was the disease 
of the man that was trtmsSeatt^ ii^ the. swine; 
and he ftnrther supposes, that the answer whidi one 
of the doniNaiacs gave Christ) tiz^ nqr nameis Le^ 
gion, was only the incoherent dogmas of a mdre mad** 
man ? Hence, he fimdef he evades Ae dbsnrdity of 
siq>posing al^on of diseases to inhabit die bosom 
of a man at one time. For the sake of wrgument, 
we will grant Mr. Fanner what he contends for, 
%nx. that this demoniac was only mad. Now one 
would almost be persuaded, that Mr. Fanner be- 
lieved diat the disease was infini^ dtvisabk^ for 
at any rate, this disease must have been divided into 
two thousand parts, in order to affect the whole herd. 
Now, suppose it possiUe, that a disease thus di* 
vided, would cause two thousand swine to go ra^g 
mad. Is it possible for a man to believe, in his 
right mind, that the injection of the two thousandth 
part of a disease into each of them, would make 
them to go raging mad in an instant, and in a mo* 
ment cause them to rush with violence into the sea. 
If it was only the mere disorder of a man which 
caused them to go mad, bow is it that they should 
run with one accord into the sea? Why did not they 
run in all directions, and thus squander themselves 
all over the plain, tearing in pieces every thing 
that came in their way ? Mr. Farmer has only re- 
jected one absurdity tio take up another. I shall 
conclude this chapter with a few remarks upon the 
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permifsum given to the deyila when cast out of the 
man to go mto the herd <tf swine. 

Ist. It was not derogatory to the honour of our 
SsviourVdiaracter, since it is one of the very usual 
methods of God^s moral government, to awaken sin- 
ners to r^>entanceby alarming events. 

2d. Nor was it unjust in Jesus, since it is evi- 
dient he acted not in his own personal character as 
a- private member of society, but by a special divine 
commission and authority, and the miraculousness 
c^ the fSfu^t, is a satisfactory attestation to the inno- 
cence of it. Had the herd gone mad of themselves, 
as we say, no one would have thought of assigning 
thiecvatt as an objection i^inst Divine Providence; 
nor do we find that theGadarenes ever made the least 
objection of this sort against our Saviour^s conduct. 

dd. It -proved, in the most convincing manner, 
the reality of diabolical agency ; fmr, says Dr. Dod- 
dridge, ^^ it was sel&evident that a herd of swine 
could not be confederates in any fraud : th&i death, 
therefore, in this destructive circumstance, was ten 
thousand times a greater blessing to mankind, than 
if th^ had been slain for food as was intended.*** 
And Dr. Macknight judiciously observes, that 
Jesus Christ ^^ permitted the Devils to enter into 
the swine, not only because he knew it would render 
the miracle more public, but, because it would 

FBOVE THE BEALITT OF THE POSSESSION, BUd 

make men understand both how great the power of 
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evil spirits is, and how terrible the effects of their 
malice would be, if they were not restrained.* For 
DO sooner was the permission granted, than the 
keepers who were with the swine, and the disciples 
who were at a distance, beheld to their great aston- 
ishment, the whole herd running furiously down 
the mountain, and leaping from the tops of the 
rocks into the sea, where they were drowned to the 
number of two thousand, while the possessed furiofw 
mad men became all of a sudden weak and com- 
posed, having recovered the entire use of th^ rea- 
son ; the first exercise of which, doubtless, wouU 
lead them to an high admiration of his goodness, 
who had delivered them firom the oppression of the 
DeviL'^ " The whole history teaches us to rely on 
the providence of God, and not to five in fear of 
evil spirits. They are under the strictest restraint 
and cannot hurt us without the divine permission.-* 
With these remarks I leave the reader to judge for 
himself, and may God give his blessbg. 

^ Dr. Jortintiays, ** that evil spirits had more iafl«i« 
ence over the bodies of men at that time, that the power 
of Jesus Christ over sin and Satan might be manifested in 
expelling them and putting them to open shame, and thus 
eTen make them unvi'illing' witnesses of the truth of his 
gospel. Thus, men beheld the vile nature and the 
terrible force of these apostate spirits, and at the same 
time the superior power and g^dness of the Saviour of 
the world who delivered miserable men from such drea^^ 
ful enemies." 
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CHAP. V. 

A more direct Reply to the Lecture, 

X HE first passage of Scripture which conti^ a 
reference to the subject in debate, is in the l^ook of 
Genesis, Sd chapter and Ist Terse—*' Now the ser^ 
pent was mor^ subtle than itny beast of the field.^ 
Perhaps no part of the sacred histcnry had so inuch 
perplexed the Uunitariaiis, ds tins now under Con- 
sideration, in order to explain it agreeably wiih the 
hypothesis dT no DevU. The method which some 
ha^e taken, in order to evade the force of tlie nar- 
rative, su^qposes that the Serpent is a peraonificck^ 
Hon of morcd evU. To which I reply, that accord- 
ing to this mode of interpretation, the 14th versed 
of the same chapter ought to be parajihrased thus :•— 
Aiid thou marai evU, art ctursed above all cdUley 
and above every beast of the Jkld ; ahd thou, mbrei 
ezfUy upoA thy belly shalt thou go^ and dust ifhaU 
thoti eat all the days of thy Tkfe. Therefore, sui^h 
an hypothesis as this, carries its own refiitation^ 
and i;he bare mehtion of it is sufficient to expose it* 
While others consider the 'O^uAe to be an Meg&ry : 

Aen we have hot only an aSegoHcal serpetit, but 
I 3 
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an aUegoricdl tree, bearing allegorical fruit, and an 
allegorical garden, an allegorical woman, formed 
allegoricaUy out of an allegorical mBXi, who partook 
of the fruit of an aUegoriccd tree, and thereby be- 
same subject to an allegorical death ; but God, by 
an act of infinite love and goodness to this aUegoru 
cai man, redeemed him by an allegorical redemp- 
tion — in a word, an allegorical world. I should 
not have troubled the reader with such dogmas as 
these, had it not been to giye a specimen of the 
criticism oi those men^ who can bestow suck high 
compliments upon themselves, and the ro^tonofi^ 
of their reUgion. But, Mr. H. is well aware of the 
absurdity of such interpretations as these ; and be- 
ilig unable to find out an explication more plausi^ 
Ue, he therefore, in order to extricate himseifficom 
this dilemma, rejects the whole narri^Te frmn his 
creed. " The history of the fall,'' says Mr. H. 
^^is a mere iraditiony and a tradition of a tnoit 
corrupt kind; totally inconsistent with itself; 
founded on false {nnnciples ; and having no pre- 
tension whatever to a divine revelaticm. And he 
again adds, ^^ that what has been called the Mosaic 
history of the creation, is a mereJiMe.^ In a 
word, he rgectsthe wJiole Pentateuch, as Jabulous 
ajodjalse. The inspiration of Leviticus and Deu- 
teronomy, he positively denies in the present Lec- 
ture, which is now under review. It is a matter of 
very suspicious circumstance, as to the truth of any 
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system, which, in order to support it, obliges its 
deyotees to such preposterous means. By this 
means, a system, however absurd^ might be sup- 
ported. *' The genuineness of the Pentateuch may 
be inferred from the universal concurrence of all 
antiquity. The rival kingdoms of Judea and Israel, 
the hostile sects of Jews and Samaritans, and 
every denomitiation of early Christians, received 
the Pentateuch as unquestionably written by Moaes. 
It is also mentioned and referred to by many Hea- 
then authors, in a manner, which shews it plainly 
to have been the general and undisputed opinion of 
the pagan world, that this book was the work of 
the Jewish Legislator.^ But why refer to the uni- 
versal opinion of antiquity, to prove the impir(tiion 
of the Pentateuch^ and the reality of its autlKur, 
when in&llible proof is at hand. In the New Tes- 
tament, the writings of the Law, or Pentateuch, 
are expressly ascribed to Moses. ^^ We have found 
him, of whom Moses in the law and the prophets 
did write T* and in a variety of passages in the 
Gospels, Acts, and Epistles, Moses is evidently con- 
sidered as the author of the Pentateuch ; and every 
one of the five books is quoted, as written by him. 
The inspiration of the Pentateuch is infallibly 
proved by Jesus Christ. For he calls the words 
of Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy, the words 
of God himself. For God commanded, saying, 
' John i. 45. 
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** Honour thy Father and thy Mother.'** Henee, 
it is certain from reyetation, that Moses wrote the 
Pentateuch by the immediate inspiration of Gon. 

Notwithstanding Mr. H.'*s inability to explain 
the Mosaic history, consistently with his own sys- 
tem, he has endeavoured to prove, that an invisi- 
ble supernatural evil Being is not contained in the 
narrative, or that the history fails to prove such a 
Being, supposing it to be true. But what are the 
reasons which Mr. H. brings forward ? They are as 
follow: — ^^We wiUj for the sake of argument, 
suppose this history to be true ; and what would it 
then prove — ^that a natural animal, whom some in- 
genious men have supposed to have been a walking 
snake, others a satyr, others an ape, and others a 
winged seraph, conversed with Eve, and excited 
her to disobedience ; but if our credulity coidd car- 
ry us to the belief of this as a matter of fact, even 
such a fact would be very far from demonstrating 
the existence of an invisible malignant being, pos- 
sessed of almost divine attributes ; and indeed, the 
history itself, (supposing it to be true) proves, that 
this tempter must have been some animal, whose 
nature and properties were well known ; because it 
is said to have bieen wiser than all the beasts of the 
field, but for its offence, deprived of its erect form» 

* Mat. XY. 4. to which y compa^'e Ex. xx. 12. Le? 
xix. 3. Deut. v. 16. 
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and condemned to creep on the ground, together 
with its posterity, ever afterwards, so that it cer- 
tainly ' could not have possessed any thing Kke 
ubiquity;^ Wonderful reasoning ! admirable 
pbilos<q>hy I What has all this bombast proved ? 
That a natural animal does not ^aU. space. Won- 
derful deduction ! — a deduction, that a man possess- 
ed of common sense would blush to have drawn. 
Surely it is not necessary for the tempter to be om« 
KiPRESENT, in order to render him supernatural* 
Mr. H. has reasoned on the supposition, that the 
tempter was only a mere animal ; whereas this sup- 
position is absolutely false, and he contradicts him- 
self; for, says he, ^^in the Book of Genesis, we 
read that Eve was tempted to disobey the divine 
command, by an evil being, in the Jorm of a ser- 
penf^ And Mr. H. knew very well, that not one 
of those divines to whom he has alluded, thought 
that the tempter was a mere animal in the abstract. 
That divines have trifled with this part of sacred 
history, I readily grant ; yet it does not follow, 
that it is not true, or that there is not an evil be- 
ing. The history itself evidently supposes, that 
the tempter was something more than a mere ani- 
mal — " I will put enmity between thee and the wo- 
man, and between thy seed and her seed ; it, (that 
is Christ) shall bruise thy head, and thou, (that 
is the tempter) shalt bruise his heel."" This verse 
is significant of the whole plan of redemption — and 
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to bruise the head^ means a ioUd and Jinal over- 
throw ; but who could be so foolish as to suppose, 
that the sacred historian meant that Christ should 
bruise the head of a mere animal^ and give it a to- 
tal and final overthrow. We are told that Eve was 
deceived and tempted to transgress the law of God, 
by an agent who could speak and reason, called by 
Moses the Serpent ; because of the craft and sub- 
tilty he exhibited in the seduction of our iSrst pa- 
rents, which hesaith was more subtile than any beast 
of the field. But a beast of the field, how subtile 
or sagacious soever, could not speak and reason. 
Who then was the agent that deceived Eve ? St 
Paul speaks of this deceiver in the same manner as 
Moses — " I fear, lest by any means, as the Ser- 
pent beguiled Eve through his siibtilty, so your 
minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is 
in Christ.'"* The apostle did not suppose that the 
Corinthians might be corrupted by the subtilty of 
an irrational creature ; consequently, he did not 
suppose that Eve was deceived by a mere animal. 
Hence, it is evident, that it was the Devil, or Sa- 
tan, an evil supernatural spirit, which tempted Eve. 
Again, says Mr. H. *« In the book of Leviticus, 
(xvii. 7. ) it is said, that the Israelites shall no 
more oflPer their sacrifices to Devils. Now, even sup- 
posing this book to have been written l^ Divine 

* 2 Cor. xi. 3. 
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auffunityf this passage proves nothing, because this 
word should have been translated goais^ or hairy 
animals ; and, therefore, plainly refers to the reli^- 
ous rites of the surrounding Idolators.^ Having 
already proved the inspiration of the Pentateuch, 
I shall only observe in passing, had the book of 
Leviticus not been at war with his creed, he would 
not have denied its authority. He supposes that 
this passage proves nothing,, because the word 
rendered Devils^ ought to have been translated 
goats ^ whereas the fact is quite the reverse, for 
idolatry^ is worshipping the Devil; and although the 
children of Israel did not directly or intentionally 
worship him, yet they did by constrtiction or cmi- 
sequenccy because the Devil is the author of idola- 
try, and is eminently served and honoured by it. 

We read, S Sam. xxiv. 1., there was one that 
moved David against Israel to say — " Go, number 
Israel and Judah."" This, we are told, 1 Chron. 
xxi. 1, was Satan ; But the Unitarians say, it was 
not a supernatural being, but " one of David's 
counsellors, who first started and advised the pro- 
ject.'*' They say — " It is reasonable to think this, 
because Satan means an adversary.'*'* Supposing 
this to have been the case, it is as reasonable to 
think that the Devil put it into the heart of his 
counsellors, as well as into the heart of Judas, to 
betray our blessed Saviour : so that the Devil had 
a principal hand in the affair. Therefore this plea, 
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that it was one of David'^s counsellors, is of no ad* 
vantage to them. But I say it is not reasonable to 
suppose this ; for the sacred historian is very parti- 
cular in telling us the names of David^'s counsellors, 
and such as had a principal hand in matters of state 
during his reign, and we have the names of persons 
concerned in matters of much less imp^tance than 
this left on record. Had it, therefore, been one of 
his counsellors, that put him upon numbering the 
people, we should in all probability have heard 
somewhat of him from David himself, or from Joab, 
at from the historian ; but we hear nothing of him 
from David's command, Joab's remonstrance, or 
the historian's account. It is, ther^ore, reasonable 
to suppose, that this conjecture is false, and with- 
out any foundation at all. Consequently, I shall 
take it for granted, that it was an evil supernatural 
spirit which influenced and prompted David to num- 
ber the children of Israel, contrary to the will of 
God. Again says Mr. Heineken — " An evil spirit 
is said to have been sent by the Lord : the expres- 
sion clearly relates to an unhappy disposition of 
mind and contentious temper; i twould be blasphem«- 
ous to suppose, that God would [employ such a 
being as that called the DevU^ as the agent of his 
sovereign will.'' But is it any more blasphemous, 
than to suppose, that God would employ an unhap- 
py disposition of mind and contentious temper as 
the agent of his sovereign will P Surely the Su- 
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preme Being may employ whatever tigent he thinks 
proper in the execution of his purposes ; he may 
^ther commission an angel, or let loose a Devil. 
They are only instruments in his hands, and under 
his direction and controL 

^' To consider the Book of Job (says he) in any 
other light than as an cdlegofyj would be to give up 
all title to common sense.*" On the contrary, he that 
can suppose that Job was a^^i^iot^ being, and his 
book Sijbible^ must give up all title as a believer in 
Divine revelation, and .appropriate to himself the 
designation of in/2de/. That Job was a reat^ and 
not skjictitiotis character, may be inferred from the 
manner in which he is mentioned by the prophet 
Ezekiel and St. James — ^< Though these three men, 
Noahy Daniely cmdJcby were in it, they should 
deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, 
saith the Lord (^od.^* As Noah and Daniel were 
unquestionably real characters, we must conclude 
the same of Job. If Job were not a real intelligent 
being, why did the inspired prophet class him with 
Noah and Daniel, and positively caU them ihree 
m^9 and not only so, but repeated it ihrice, as if 
to guard against any mistake of his name? From 
hence it is evident, that the inspired prophet con- 
sidered him as a real character. To suppose that 

Job was only an imaginary being, is to suppose that 

» " ' ■■ ..I i . - — I _ I I , 

♦ Ez€k. xiv. 14. 
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the prophet repeated a positive fiilsehood and ab- 
surdity. << Behold, (says St. James,) we count 
ihem happy that endure : ye have heard of the 
patience of Job^ and hare seen the end of the Lord, 
that the Lord is very pitiftil and of tender mercy.^* 
But adopt Mr. H.'*8 opinion, and the language of 
the Apostle would read thus — ^Ye have heard of the 
patience of a Jlditious beings and have seen the 
end of the Lord, that the Lord is very pitiftil and 
of tender mercy. But to whom ? AJictiiums being ! 
Astonishing chimera ! No person could ever be- 
lieve, unless he were biassed by the most invincible 
prejudice, that the inspired Apostle woidd refer to 
an imaginary character as an example of patience, 
or in proof of the mercy of Grod. 

Mr. H. has, by mere evasion, endeavoured to 
convert the whole into an dUegory. Now we must 
observe, that the allusions with which we meet in 
Scripture, are allusions to real Jacts^ and to red 
beings. The writers of the Sacred Scriptures nei- 
ther did, nor could invent, consistent with their 
inspiration, imaginaiy beifigSy either for the exer- 
cise of their genius, or the amusement of their 
readers. Such a conduct woidd but ill become 
those who were commissioned to instnict mankind 
in things spiritual. If, therefore, we^should grant 
that the first chapter of Job is an allegory, still we 

* James ▼. 11. 
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dioald mamtaiii, that all its allusions are founded 
in facts, and that the poetical mention of Saian in 
such a book, would be a proof of his edst^ice. 
Mankind have invented superstitions enough, with- 
out receiving addition to them from those Scriptures 
which are intended for the destruction of error, and 
the di£Pusi(m of Divine truth. So far is the Book 
of Job from ^^ darkening counsel by words mOujut 
knowledge^ that in that book the practice is reprov- 
ed.* There is no ground for the suppositicm that 
the Book of Job is an allegory. << It is an expo- 
sition of what actually took place, couched in such 
terms as will best convey llie truth to human 
milids.^ In what terms would Mr. H. describe the 
transactions of the invisible world, if he rejects siK^h 
as are used in the chapter in question? ^'Have 
these Socinians, who suppose their souls to be no- 
ting but organized mattery refined and spiritualized 
their ideas, so as to speak of spiritual things in any 
other manner than after the manner of menf^ 
The Scriptures speak of God after the manner ei 
mra, condescending to our capacities, in order to 
suit the revelation oi his will and providence to our 
ap^ehaisions. And shall we reject those parts of 
sacred truth, and look upon them as Jabulotts and 
absurd, because God, out of his infinite love and 
goodness to mankind, has been pleased, so far as 

* Job XXX. 8. 
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w«8 necesnary^ to condescend to speak <^ himsdl^ 
and the dispensations of his providence,in a method 
the best adapted to convey to our minds the truth 
of [those solemn realities, which is the subject of 
the counsels of the unseen world ? *' Godjbrbid i^ 
rather let us adore such amazing condescaision, 
and with implicit {confidence receive his word, as 
aUe te make us wise unto salvation, through fiuth 
in the atonemoit 

«< Again, in the 109th Psalm, (says Mr. H.) 
<< and also in the book of Ezekiel, Satan is spoken 
of as standing at the right hand of the righteous; 
die WRITERS evidently refer to temporal enemies, 
and especially those who opposed the reformation 
of the Jewish Church.^ I have not been able to 
find the passage in Ezekiel, wluch Mr. H. has al- 
luded to, and I believe there is not such a passage 
in the Bible ; consequently, i am not able to point 
out its meaning. But the expression in the Psalms, 
in question, we will examine for a moment. The 
whole verse reads thus — *^ Set thou a meked man 
Cfoer him: and let Satan stand at his r^ht handT^ 
Now, leaving the passage which Mr. H. says is in 
Ezekiel, out of the question — is it consistent with 
truth for him to say, that " Satan is spdcen of as 
standing at the right hand of the righteous,'' when 
there is not such a sentence in the Psalms, nor any 

* Psalm ciz. 0. 

)- 
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thing said that will justify such a sentence being 
drawn as an iitference. The jactis, Mr. H. has 
iKmjured up this sent^oce, not only to suit his own 
purpose, but in order that he might with more ease, 
evade the force of the sacred text. The meaning 
of this passage appears to be this :— Set thou k 
wicked man over him, to be as crael to hhn, as 
he hath been to others ; and not only so, but let 
Satan stand at his right hand ; or, the adversaary 
shall j^and at his right hand-^that is, an evil spirit 
shall molest, vex, and trouble him in all his affiurs; 
or rather, shall accuse and torment him. This 
Psalm is prophetic, and evidently refers to the 
enemies of Christ. And if David q>ake this in 
reference to Doeg or Ahiihcphely it was only as they 
were types of Judas— ^t least the Holy Ghost in- 
tended it of him, and the persecutors of the Mes- 
siah ;* of whom, this whole paragraph to the end 
of verse 19th is a prophecy. And it is imquestiour 
ably certain, that this Psalm does not refer to the 
reformation of the Jewish church, as Mr. H. sup- 
poses. David composed this Psalm, either whe];i 
he was persecuted by Saul, and calumniated by 
Doc^,f or, at the time of Absalom^s rebellion, but 
whether, I know not. In one part of it be refers to 
the traitoi:, Ahithophel, who, in a fit of despair^ 
went out and hanged himself, j in which last cir- 

♦ Acts i. 20. t I Sism. xxvi. 19. % 2'Sam. xrii. 
K S 
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conBtaace he exactly typfied Judas, who, without 
all qaettxmi, was prophetically intended in this 
psalm, for so an msfnTed Apostle expounds it ;* m- 
doding, however, the persecuting Jews, against 
whom the Psalmist denounces the most dreadM 
judgments. From hence, it is certain, that Mr. 
H. has perverted the passage in questicm, &r the 
Psalmist evidently alludes to the enemies of the 
Messiah, who woidd be troubkd and tormented by 
an evil spirit, as a just punishment for their crimes, 
in betraying and crucifying the Lord of life aadgloiy. 

'* Here the just law — the judgment of the skies : 
He that hates truth, shall be the dupe of lies ; 
And he that will be cheated to the last, 
Ddosion, strong as hell, shall bind him fast." 

Again we read, that Zechariah saw in a vision, 
^* Joshua, the high-priest, standing before the angd 
of the Lord, and Saian standing at his right hand 
to resist him.'^f The Devil here stands charged 
by the prophet as resisting Joshua. The Unitarians 
oontend, that << under the person ot Sataiiy were 
represented Tatmu and Shether-boznai, and other 
enemies of the Jews, who vehemently opposed the 
designs of Joshua, about restoring the temple.^ 
Suppose it was Tatnai and Shether-boznai, and 
other enemies of the Jews, that is here represented 
aa resisting Joshua, still it remains for them to 

* Acts i. 90. t Zech. iii. 1. 
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preye, that Satan, emphatically so cidled, or the 
Devil, did not put them on to resist him; for, 
whether it was Saiany the aposkUe^ that resisted 
JoBhua> or, that he made use of Tatnai and Shether* 
boznai as his instruments and agents, the charge 
still recoils upon himself, and the existence of a 
Devil is proved. There is no doubt but that Satan 
endeavoured to prevent the rebuilding of the temple 
by every possible means ; not only by exciting Tatnai 
and Shether-boznai, and other enemies of the Jew. 
ish nation, but by himself endeavouring to divert 
their attention from such a purpose, or by present- 
ing to their minds the most insurmountable difficult 
ties, in order to discourage them ; and likewise by 
every allurement which was in his power to suggest. 
And lasdy observe, that Joshua, die great high- 
priest, in hi^ prophetic vision, stands as the repre- 
sentative of the whole Jewish nation ; and in like 
manner, SaUm^ the great apostate foe, stands as 
the representative of the whole army of opposers, 
whetiier spiritual or natural. 

Agam, says Mr. H. ** In the gospels, Jesus Christ 
is said to have been tempted, or tried, by Diaiolos, 
the accuser or caiumniaior; but this is evidentiy a 
scenical representation of what passed in his own 
mind, during his retirement from the world, pre- 
viously to his entrance on his public ministry ; we 
may clearly infer from the account which. is. giyen» 
that he bad retreated to an uninhabited part of the 
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coantry, where, like John the Baptist, be subsisted 
on the mldjruits of the eoHhT* But we want proof 
of this. The Scripture assertis, that he fasted forty 
days. If Jesus Christ subsisted on the wild fraks 
of the earth, why is k said—" And in thi^e days 
he did eat nothing ; aiid when they were efided, be 
afterwards hungered.**** And that ** Angels cmke 
and ministered unto him.'^f Mr. H.'^s eotumeiit 
oontra£cts the teit. He makes no motion of llie 
Spirity because it is f^inst his creed ; but, Iwrw- 
ever, the Unitarians generally suppose, that he was 
led by his own thoughts : but Scripture poi»tiYdy 
declares, that Jesus, being full of the Hdhf Gfhoslh 
returned from Jordan and was led up of the 
Spirit! — ^^ not his own thoughts!" One of the 
Evangelists, in order to signify the strength of the 
impulse, expresses it thus*— ^* Immediately t!be Spirit 
driveth him into the wilderness.'^ Mr. H. siacys, to 
meditate on his exalted plans ; but the Scripture 
says, « to be tempted of the DevU:'' TRie Evan- 
gelist names four times the DevU as the tempter, 
and Mr« H. knows that it means a slanderer ^ and 
he has not been able to find a place where the word 
is used, except where it is applied to some &eal 
BBntNG. Hence, it is declared, that he was tempted 
by LHabdlos^ the accuser or calumniator^ which 
certainly implies a real being. He further adds, 

• toke W. 2. + Matt. ilr. 11. ; Mark i. 13. 
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that Jesus Christ was tempted '^ by the suggestions 
of an ambition which was mUurdl to the human 
bosom."^ Astonishing ! but how does he prove diis ? 
Was there any thing in the conduct of Jesus, or 
is there any thing said in the Scripture, to warrant 
such an assertion ? May it not be said with pro- 
priety that HE 

*< Pretends to take the Christian's part, 
fiat stabs his Sorereigo to the heart." 

Mr. H. has attributed to this Dlyine Personage, 
inherit depravity, ** an ambition that was naiuralJ" 
If it was natural, it was inherent; and if our ador- 
able Redeemer contained within himself the least 
iota of depravity, the whole system of Christianity 
tumbles into ruins, and the bright prospect of fu- 
turity is covered with a dire eclipse. An expression 
this, which is enough to cut the finest fibres that ever 
concreted the hearts of true and genuine Christians. 
But Mr. H. goes on to say, that while Jesus was 
^* under the influence of these, (that is, the sugges- 
tions of ambition,) and conscious of the superna- 
tural gifts with which he was endowed, he was 
tempted to make an ostentatious display of his mi- 
raculous powers, and to employ them for the pur- 
poses of self-interest and aggrandisement.'*^ But 
by whom was he tempted ? It removes not the diffi- 
culty by saying, that it was the suggestions of 
worldly pride and ambition; for this is only an asser- 
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tion without the least shadow of proof for its sup- 
port Neither does it evade the force of the text, 
by saying, ^< that it was a visionary r^iresentaticm ;^ 
for the Evangelist dechures, that he was tempted by 
the slanderer y or ccAwmmaJUyry meaning some red he- 
ing. Again, says he, ^^Although he might have been 
rewarded with the gloiy of the kingdoms of die earth, 
by pajring his homage to the principles of worUBy 
pride and ambition^ yet he could not have been the 
Captain of our Salvation.^ Why does he call 
Jesus Christ ^^ <^e Captam of our Salvation P In 
order that be may give him a more desperate thrust; 
like an army thait retreats, in order to give the 
enemy a more dismal attack. The Unitarian deny 
that the death of Christ was a |iropttiatoTy sacrifice 
for sin, and they loc^ upon the doctrine "of redemp- 
tion, through his blood, as an entire mistake. Mr. 
Belsham maintains, that ^^ we aie totally ignorant 
of Ae place where he resides, aad the occupatiomi 
in whidi he is engaged ; and, consequieatly, that 
diere can be no gratitude for favomrs now received, 
or of confidence in his future interposition on our 
behalf.^* But the Scripture speaks in a very difiWent 

« Is it not astonishing, that Mr. Belsham should pro- 
fess to be a Christian minister ! How different are the 
Tiews which he entertains coucerningf Jesus, the great 
atoning sacrifice, than those entertained by the first heraldft 
of salvation. Without a blush, he tells us, that << me4»^ 
totally ignorani of the place where he retidee.^^ Bat, aa 
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sirain ; md thaid^ be to God, we are not I^ to 
fellow these UmdgtAdes^ on whoi^e heart$ the light 
of Divine Truth has never shone. To the law and 

inspired Apostle tells us, that ** Christ is not entered into 
the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of 
the true ; but into heaven rrsELP, now to appear in the 
PRESENCE OF GoD FOR US." Mr. Bekhaiu further adds 
that we are likewise totally igrnorant of the << the oeeupa- 
tian$ in whieh he it engaged, ' ' But,* the same Apostle, viz. 
Paul, filled with the power of God, and his heart glowing^ 
whith love to his Di?ine master, adks, ^* Who is he that 
condenmeth ? — It is Christ that died, yea, rather that is 
risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who 
ALSO makbth INTERCESSION FOR US." ThoScriptures ahoond 
with ^elarations concerning Christ, pointing him out as 
our Mediator, Advocate, and Intercessor \ in a word, as 
our Prophet, Priest, and King.N But this refined Deist, 
first declares his ignorance of Jesus Christ, and then con- 
cludes ** that there can he no gratitude for favours now 
received, or ofeonjidence in hisfitture interposition on our 
behalf.** Suffer me to ask, is this Christianity? I am 
persuaded that every candid and impartial reader wfll 
answer, no. >* No, this is not our island goddess, hearing 
freshness on her cheek, and scattering the valley^s 
bounty from her hand— -known by the lights that herald 
her fair presence, the peaceful virtues that attend her 
faith, and the long blaze of glory that lingers in her train ; 
"it is a demon in disguise, hiding the bloody symbols 
of its purpose underthe sacred and glorious name of Chris- 
tianity. 

The Apostle St. Paul declares, *' If any man love not 
THE Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maran^ 
ATHA ;** but Mr. Belsham says, that " there can be no gra- 
titude for favours now received from Christ.*' Therefore 
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to the testfanony. The apostle Peter telLs us^ tkat 
GUkI hath exalted Jesus ^< with his right hand, to 
b^a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance 

Mr. Belsham does not lots him. The Apost)e Peleir ftajt, 
^' Unto them which believe be is precious ;" but Mr. Bd- 
sham receives no favours from him, therefore, he has no 
cause of gratitude ; hence, he is an unbeliever. Again, 
, an inspired Apostle tells us, '< If ant man have not the 
Spirit of Christ he is none of his." . Now, as Mr. Bel- 
aham knows not ^^mhert he retidMy*^ nor '< fheoeeupm" 
tions in which he ii engaged,*^ and, consequently, he has no 
gratitude, because he receives no favours from him, it 
necessarily follows, that Mr.Belsham has not the " Spistt 
OP Christ, and therefore he is none of his." The Apostle 
Peter exhorts those to whom he wrote, to ** be sober, ano 

HOPE to the end, for THE GRACE THAT IS TO BE BROUGHT 
UNTO YOU AT THE REVELATION OF JfiSUS tlHRIST." The Same 

Apostle says in anothei; place to the suffering people of 
Ged, *<But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers ef 
Christ's sufferings, that, when his glort shau. be reveal- 
ed, TE HAT BE GLAD ALSO WrTH EXCEEDING JOT." And Jo- 

sus Christ says himself, '* Behold I corae quickly, and mr 

REWARD IS Wrm ME, TO GIVETO EVERT MAN AS HIS WORK SHALL 

BE." But as Mr. Belsham has no confidence in his future 
interposition in his behalf, he certainly does not take his 
religion from the Bible. Therefore be is not a Christian 
Minister ; and, '* When he (christ) shall come ta be glori- 
fied in his saints, and to be admired in all them that be- 
lieve," he will have neither lot nor part in the matter, 
but must be banished from the presence of God, and from 
the glory of his power. Well might Mrs. Barbauld call 
Unitarianism ** CHRisriANmr in the Frigid Zone," for in 
that region, the <8on of righteousness has never riseBy'there^ 
fore It is blasted with an eternal frost. 
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to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.*"*. And the 
•Apostle Paul says — " Let us run with patience the 
race that is $et before us^ lopking unto Jesus, the 
Author and Finisher of our faith ; who, for the joy 
that was set before him, endured the cross despising 
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.'^f And again, " He is able .also to 
save them* to the uttei^iost, that come un^ .God by 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercesidon 
&r them.""! And the apostle St. John tells us, 
that ^' we have an Adyoca1;e with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous : and he is the propitiation for 
our sins ; and not for ours only, but also for the sins 
of the whole world/^|| Is it, not then a thing most 
wonderful, that these men should pretend to take 
their religion from the Bible. The Unitarians never, 
' with animation, display the love of Christ in our 
redemption. They call him our Saviour occasion- 
ally. They propose him as an e^otmple, but when 
do they make him the fojundation of our Ik^, 
4speak of him as the only name through w;hich we 
must be saved — treat largely on his character and 
offices, and dwell with animation on his redeeming 
love ? When does Mr. H. urge his audience to 
flee to him, and depend on him for life and salva- 
tion? Therefore, to call Jesus Christ ^' the Cap- 

* Acts. v. 31. t Heb. xii. 1, 2. { Hcb. Tii. 25. 
II 1. Joha ii. 1. 2. 
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lam 0f our Salratioii,^ and at the same time to d&xf 
fail afteneoieiity is the most unaccoimtable rhapeoijy 9 
and a vidadoii of every principle of pr^rie^. 
Again, sqrs Mr. H. '< Although he ihus had it in 
im power to have become rich, yet, for our sakes, he 
became poor, that we through his pov^ty might be 
made rich r and thus did he deny himself, and be- 
eame of no reputation, «id todc upon him the form 
eif » servant. In this way we may very rationally 
eqpdaki the histcnry.^ How these two misapplied 
pMGnges can serve as a key to explain ihis part of 
our Lord^ii history, I am at a loss to determine. 
T4ese two passages are an evident proof that out 
Lord was mcMre than human, or that he was truly 
Divme, though they have been miserably p^^erted 
bf the false Teasonix^ of these men. Without al- 
tering into any particular discussion relative to the 
Divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, I shall only, in 
passing, make a few remarks on those Scripture 
troths, in order to shew the absurdity of this wild 
chimeraist, in thus perverting the sacred truths of 
^ gospel. Now, I would ask, when was he rich 
08 a man t When was he bom in a stable, and 
laid in a manger ? Wlien he said — ** The foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the 
Son of Man hath not where to lay his head P*^ At 
what time was he rich, and how did he become pocnr ? 
The answer which the Unitarisms genially ^ve to 
these and similvr questions is*— ^' He never became 
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poor.^ The original word does not denote hk 
passing from an antecedent state of opulence, to a 
subsequent state of poverty, but his Uving in pov- 
erty, although he was at the saae time rklK 
<< While he was rich, yet f<Nr out fakes he lived in 
poverty.^ ^' If, for a moment, (says a learned au- 
thor,) overlooking his criticisms, you require, how 
was this ? How was it, that, althoii^h rich, he 
lived in )ioverty ? The reply is — ^ He was ridk m 
mircu?ulous powers^ which it xocLsa^his ownGpHmito 
employ jfbr his own benefit? Miraculous powersi 
wluck it was at his own option to employ for his own 
benefit ! ! What a strange supposition is this ! 
What ! a prophet of the Most High, with mhaeu- 
lous, that is, with Almighty power, at his own di^ 
posal, to use as he may incline, for promoting his 
own wealth, and honour, and aggrandisement! 
Divine power transferred to a creature ! Subjected 
to the will and pleasure of a mere man, < aJaUiile 
and peccable man "^ Such transference of Divine 
power, I would, in the first fdlace remark, is a na- ' 
tural impossitnlity. The mij^t ^ich effects the 
miracles resides in God alcme. It never can bdong 
to the creature ; and residing as it must in God 
alone, it can never be exerted to gratify the wiU of 
a creature, who would pervert it to a seMsh purpose, 
or io any purpose different from that which he is 
commissioned to accomplish, and for the accomjdsdi*. 
ment and vindication of which alone, the interpo- 
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sition of the power is pledged. The contrary sup- 
position is pregnant with consequences of the most 
serious and fatal. It destroys the certainty <^ the 
evidence of Diiracleis, and thus subverts one of the 
main pillars dn which tb^ truth of Christianity rests. 
Meantitne> consider how full it is of beauty and of 
force, when referred to him, who, although rich as 
the Great Creator and Sovereign Proprietor of the 
universe, became poor in the assumption of our 
nature, making no use in that nature of those 
riches, which were all his own , but * humbling biro- 
s', and becoming obedient imto death, even the 
death of the cross.** This is grace indeed ! Grace 
that shall be the theme, the worthy theme • of ever- 
lasting sortg»r' . , 

** Kind bowels yearning in the eternal Son, 

*' He left bis Father's court, his heav'oly thrpne; 

'* Aside be threw his most divine array, 

** And wrapt his Godhead in a veil of clay." 

** But if we consider'' (says Mr. H.) «< this trial 
as arising from the fuUurai auggesticms of worldfy 
ambiikmy all the difficulties immediately vanish.'' 
And he further adds, that this view is " fully 
illustrated by every subsequent action of his life "— 
Is it not astonishing, that Mr. H. shmild profess 
to be a follower of Jesus Christ ? When did h^ 
^scover the least proof of worldly " pride and am- 
bition"— ^was it when he waished his disciples' feet^ 
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or whoi heagmiusedinthegardeiiyorwhmihehtiBg 
iqpoB the cross ? In what part of Us life did woddly 
pride ad mlntioii ever appear? Is not this a 
l^bon proofs that Mr. H. denies the <' L^nrd thai 
bmigfathim ? He supposes that '< all the difficufim 
immedkBteU/ vanigh^'" by supposing, that after Jeans 
Christ had received miraculous powers he was tonpt* 
ed by an nmale principle of worldly aa^itmi. 
But diis o{»nion, instead of removing the difficttltiei» 
<mly increases them^ and makes the history of our 
Lord^s temptation ten thousand times more myste- 
rious. Besides, this opinion is at variance with tbi? 
whole tenor of Scripture, and every acdon of his 
life ; it degrades his character, and destroys the 
foundation <^ all dur hope. Neither does this hy- 
pothesis in the least explain the tragedy ; fijr the 
Scripture says, he was tempted by the DevUj or the 
calumniator ; not worldly ambition. Did worldly 
ambition lead Christ into the wilderness ?«-<^<lid 
worldly pride carry him upon the battlements of the 
temple P-^-did worldly ambition tdce him ^* up into 
an exceeding high mountain P^-^was it worUfy pcicte 
that said, if thou wilt fall down and worship me, I 
will give thee all the kingdoms of the world, and 
the glory of them?— was it for mmitaining^ a stragi^ 
with worldly pride and ambition, that canied the 
heavenly messengers to wing their fi^t to miniater 
unto him ? — But I refirinn firom drawing the dbsnvd, 

the unphilosophic conclusion, and will pass on to 
L 2 
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notice the objections whidi Mr. H. has brought 
against the literal interpretation. They are as foU 
l6w^.-«<< If we follow the common notbn, we shift 
find it fiill of absurdities and contradictions, carried 
about from pkce to place through the air, by .the 
power of an evil Being, whose supposed empire in 
the world he came to destroy ; enticed by .offers and 
promises, which he must have well known.this.Ber 
ing coul^ not fulfil ; placed in circumstances which 
irere impossible ; and urged to prostrate himself 
before, and to pay divine honours to one, whom he 
knew to be the most malignant enemy, both of 
himself, and. of the benevolent Being, whose work 
he came to perform ; how could such circumstances 
(even «uppo6ing them possible) have afforded amor 
mentary trial to his virtue ?^ 

In >tlie first place, I r^nark, that there is no ne- 
doBsity to suppose that Satan- flew with our Saybur 
through the air. Although it is sud that the Devil 
set' him upon the pinnacle of the temple, he did.not 
do it by fljring through the m with him,^ as Mr. H. 
mtimates ; but by going up with him to the roof of 
one^ of the cloisters, where the people were at liberty 
to Iralk, and by assisting him in getting up npoa tiie 
batUements thereof. 

^ndly* The common interpretation is not so fiiU 
of absorditiedr as Mr. H.. supposes. The obiections 
^hich he has advanced, fall with equal weight upc^n 
his own hypothesis. The strength of Mr. H.'a oh- 
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J60^pii in the supposition, that Jesus Christ knew, 
or was well acquainted, with the character of Ae 
tempter. But did he not know likewise, the dread- 
ful nature of worldly pride and ambition; how it 
eclipsed in a moment all the splendour, virtue, and. 
dignity, of angels, and overcast in a moment, all 
their beautiful and eternal prospects; or did he not 
know that pride and ambition were the principal 
causes of all the misery in the world ? And by rea- 
son of it, kingdoms have been desolated, and con- 
querors, and warriors, whilst imder its dazzling 
fervor, have delighted in war and in blood. And is 
not pride and ambition hostile, to God's mpml go- 
vernment, and subversive of the whole kingdom of 
divine grace? Is not pride, placed, among that 
black catalogue of evils, which Christ came to, de- 
stroy? Hence, he has denounced against that prin- 
ciple the most dreadful woes ; therefore, (to retort 
Mr» H.'s question upon himself, I would ask) how 
could pride and ambition <^ afford a momentary 
trial to his virtue ?"" — Mr, H. has attributed to the 
Saviour of mankind, a DevU, without a substance ; 
^nd an evil principle walking about, without t^real 
Being in which to inhere. An» absurdity too glar- 
ing to be admitted by any reasonable man.^ 

* duery, would Mr. H. aud his UnUarian Brethren, 
find that principle of pride and amUtion^ so obsbrvablb in 
the human bosoo^, if they were discussing the question of 
toe deprMity qfhumai^ nature ? — Here they find it observa- 
ble in Jesus Christ. 
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Again, as Adam had been overeome by Sattft^ it 
is reasonable to sni^se, that Jemis C%rkt, the 
second Adam, should have a personal conffi^ m 
order that he might demonstrate his power orcr the 
apostate foe. It is plain from the history ksdf^ 
that the contest was a pre-concerted design, a fluea* 
sure approved by heaven, and iBubservient to the 
grand design in which our Saviour was engaged in 
rescuing nuuikind from the power of Sak^n. Yron 
bably the Devil transformed himself into an angel 
of light, hiding thereby the better to deceive him. 

The Divinity of our Lord was also ^t^#cim/» 
and that he overcame him by virtue of the Spirit, 
which was given him. Thus he suffered being 
tempted, that he might affi)rd suitable help to us 
when we were tempted. It is agreed by most or- 
thodox divines, (says Dr. Whitby,) that the Di- 
vinity in Christ was so guiescent for the space of 
thirty years, as to afford no specimen of its resi- 
dence in him; why might it not he quieseerU tiso 
in Ihose things which had a particular reference 
to bis projAetic office, and alilo in those parts of 
his life, which are set forth as an example, in order 
that we should fbllow his steps. Therefore, Jesus 
Christ, as man, endured and overcame the dlure- 
ments ^Saian by the sole energy of the Divine 
Spkit. 

The Rev. Rowland Hill, in his Village Dia- 
logues, has treated the impious folly of represent- 
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ing scriptural realities as mere figtfresy with that 
pointed irony which cannot fail to produce the 
effects he intended. He introduces one of his 
dialogists, Mr. Wisehead, as sajring, " We can- 
not beliere 'that there is any such a thing as the 
Holy Ghost ; nor can we believe there is any such 
thing as the Holy Spirit. Consequently* we have 
nothing to do with the abstruse notion of regenera* 
tion, or, as it is called, the work of the Spirit. We 
believe that such sort of expressions are to be taken 
as oriental Jigures, or as tropical language, and 
that it only means a good disposition. We there- 
fore deny the doctrine of original sin, as there is 
quite as much virtue as vice in the world ; and we 
have no doubt at all, as to the Devil, that he is en- 
tirely a fabulous character ; and as to what is said 
concerning those who were possessed of the Devils, 
it were irrational to suppose, that it could mean any^ 
thing further, than that * they were mad, or had %^ 
tericJUs ;'* and as the existence of angels, though 
there Bxejrequent allusions to it in the New Tes- 
tament — ^ Yet it is a doctrine that cannot be proved, 
or made probable, from the light of nature ;' 
and what have we to do with the New Testament, 
while it contradicts the light of nature ? Notwith- 
standing therefore the allusion, we choose to say, 
^ this is no where taught as a doctrine of revela- 
tion.^ A judicious Christian, therefore, will dis- 
card it from his creed, and that not only as a 
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gramdless, but » useless and pernicious tenet, 
which tends to diminish our regard to the Omnia- 
cietity Omaipotent) and Omnijiresent God, and to 
excite superstitious respect to, and. unreasonable 
expectations frosiy imaf^nary and fictitious beii^.* 
When therefi»e we hear how Jesus was tempted 
is the wilderness^ it was (for we alwi^s talk Tery 
rationally in oiur way,) only an oBtmon to a JUA&onu 
being; and the pr^Dp^ and roost rational meaning isy 
thai hewaa fij^tii^ wkhsomegood andbadthoughts,^ 
which akematdy possessed him; but such w^^ the 
ea8Urnm^aph(n-s midcrknUdfgwes; theainuseJ" 
To these coninderate replies, then. Sir, might it 
not hare sounded still more ratkmali, had yoajnade 
it out that he was fighting with two eastern 
metaphors or orienidi figures; that wheu the aagd 
spake ior Zacharias about the burth of Jdm, the 
forerunner of our Lord, be should not havesaid-* 
< I am Gabriel,^ but, < I tin anorieatal figure^ and 
that k was nothingbut an oriental figure that qpake t& 
Mary on the same subject V And that eastern me- 
taphors, or oriental figures, a|^aied unto the shqp* 
herds, mA sung— -< Glory to God in the highest, 
cm eartli peace, and good will towards men.^ And 
then, again, that our Lord had anoth^ meetii^ of 
these eastern metaphors and oriental figures in the 
Mount of Tran^guration ; that an eastern metsi*- 

* Belirtiani't Caiilioo, p:2l. 
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phor opened the prkon in which Peter was confined^; 
and that an oriental figure knocked off his fetters ? 
That Paul was converted at the sight of these 
£astem metaphors ? 'Phat Stephen saw somwehat 
of the same sort before he was stoned P And that 
an eastern metaphor stood by Paul when nearly 
diipwrecked ? And if these be not enough, I could 
give you fiirther lucubrations on your rational 
way of explaining these eastern metaphors.^ 

Mr. Hill adds, ^^the Socinians suppose they 
have a riglit to take these preposterous liberties on 
this subject, because these spiritual existences are 
described as being powers and virtues;*^ There- 
finre, they are not real existences, but figurative 
allusions. We will produce a few passages where 
the real existence of such spirits is positively men- 
tioned, and then we shall see how far common sense 
wUl befriend them in their rationed religion. 

Bedzebub, tlie prince of the Devils — ^the prince 
of the ectstem metaphors. — ^Unto which of the an- 
gels, (orientaH^figures) stad he, at any time 'this 
day have I begotten thee," Let all the angels of 
(Jod (eastern metaphors) worship him.— <5ur Lord 
cast out a whole legion of eastern metaphors from 
the man among the tombs, and the same set of 
mstem metaphors drove the swine into the sea. 
Whether they be thrones, domiidons, prindipalities, 
and powers— 4II trcgpical language, only eastern 
metaphors. Christ spoiled principalities and pow- 
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era: he spoiled msiem metofihors and oriental 
Jigures. The ministering spirits sent forth to min- 
ister to those who shall be heirs of salvation, these 
are also to be underatood as nonentities^ or orientiil 
Jigures. The angels (oriental figures) who kept 
not their firat estate. There was fire prepared for 
the Devil and his angels (for an eeistem metaphor 
and his oriental figures.) But enough of this, I 
had not troubled the reader with so much, on a 
supposition so absurd, had it not been to give a fair 
specimen of the wisdom of those who can bestow 
such high compliments on themselves, and on the 
rationality of their religion.*" 

In the parable of the tares and the wheat, an 
evil supernatural being is plainly declared to exist. 
In answer to those questions relative to the tares 
growing up with the wheat. He (that is, Christ) 
said unto them, an enemy hath done this. But 
when he explained this parable to his disciples, he 
said, that this enemy was the Devil, or the accuser, 
a supernatural evil being, who is either the direct 
or the indirect cause of all wickedness. That this 
is the proper import of the word DevU in this 
place, may be inferred from the parable itself. 
For after Jesus had addressed the multitude in 
parables, his disciples came unto him, saying, *^ de- 
clare unto us the parables of the tares of the field.^ 
Then he began and explained unto them the pro- 
sper import of this parable. Now, can any reMon* 
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able person for a moment suppose, that Christ 
would deceive his beloved disciples by using a 
word which implies a real being. Why did he not 
say that this enemy was a ^^ comvpt principle^ 
rather than a DevU. And this will appear still 
more clear, when it is considered that he hadlaid aside 
his parabolical language, and was teaching his dis- 
ciples in private the great truths contained in this 
parable. Therefore it is reasonable to suppose that 
he would use language the most proper and easy to 
be understood, and particularly when they were so 
much perplexed about the tares, and the enemy that 
sowed them ; therefore, it casts a reflection on our 
Lord to suppose that he would tell them, "that the 
tares were the children of the evil one, and the 
enemy that sowed them was the jOevil, if there 
was no evil one or Devil in existence. 

When he explained to his disciples the parable 
of the sower, he said, " Now, the parable is this : 
the seed is the word of God ; those by the way side 
are they that hear; then cometh the Devil saidL 
taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they 
should believe and be saved."* Mark says, " that 
Sixtcm cometh immediately.'' And Matthew, " then 
cometh the wicked one." The Devil is said to 
come and take away the word from this sort of 
hearers, not because he has power to rob men of 
their religious impressions by any immediate acts, 

* Luke viii, 11, 12. 
M 
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tali because diejr eipose thenttdree thio^^Gare. 
Inawse to the wbofe finee of the tonptetioDs wkidi 
be bys in their wsjr. 

Note htttly^ Aat Mr. H-'s mode of ezpfamatiiHi 
m only an eraskm, oredookiiig the fiist elaaa of 
bearen, which are said to be like seed sown by tlie 
way side^ and sobstitatittg in their roon thosewliid 
are c omp ared to seed fiiffing mnoi^ thorns, and 
Mkewioe by paying no regard to Ae proper ex^ana^ 
tion of those parri>Ies as giroi fay our Lord. He 
adoiowledges that the enemy diat sawed the tares, 
mniikthe^accuseryOtAeadvirsarff.^ Bntheeyades 
Aeproper import of these terms by » positiye fiibe^i 
hood: fiir sqrs he, '^Onr Lord ^ainly d^dares 
Aai theseezpressioiis, as wellas those of the good 
iMid bad see^ wire figurative iUustraticms.^ Where 
^U>eshe say so? Not in the parables, nor in mj 
other place. I have already observed, tlwt our 
l.ord m the explanation of those parables to lua 
disciples, had bud aside his parabolical lai^page. 
As a proof of this we would observe, that after 
Jesus had delivered the paraUe of the sower, lug 
disafdes came and sud unto him, *♦ YHiy sptakest 
thou unto them in parables?"" The import of die 
miesticm is this— Why is it, when thou speakest 
unto us, thou doest it without a parable, thou talk« 
est to us in plain language ; when thou preachest 
unto us the gospel of the kmgdom, it ifr without 
the aid of parabolic language ; why is it, then, that 
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duHmpeakest unto us in {dain tenaa, but to the 
ignorant multitude in parabM?^ He answered 
and said unto them, ^^ Because it is given unto you 
to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heayen, 
but to them it is not given*^^^ As much ais if he 
had said, my creaking to the multitude in paraUes 
need be no obstacle to you, for should I say any 
thing which you do not fully comprehend, you 
have only to ask me and I will give you proper in- 
formation, ^^ For it is given unto you to know the 
nysteryf of the kingdom.^' As love and sincerity 
give the first impetus to all your enqiuries after 
truth, you are thereby prepared to hear and receive 
My doctrines whm. ddivered in their pUunest and 
aunplest manner possiUe, but to the rest <£ the 
mnltiitttcfe it is no^givm; that is, such is tlidr pride^ 
avavice, h^piKxisy, and unbelief, that if I were to 
iddiver my doctrines to them as I do to you, it 
wofddhave Ae most iajufioiis tendency; instead 
of proldng to them the siivour of life unto life, it 
would only increase their prejudioe^ ezai^erate their 
wnda, and thereby prove to them ike savour of 
deaA unto death''-4iherefore I speak unto them in 
parables. Hence, it is certain that our Lord nei- 
ther said nor did explain these parables in a figUr 

* Matt. xiii. 10, lli 
f A mystery, in the scriptural use of the term, sig^nifies 
a subject in religion, in which we t»n know nothiiigj 
ezetpt hy revelation^ and nothing more than is revealad. 
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ndre sense, and that the Devil and the tridted ame 
are terms which properlj signify an evil supenuita- 
lal being. 

Mt. H. further adds, ^* that the enemy whi<^ 
oi^osed itself to the upright, was the Grod of this 
world; which, in another place, he (Christ} calk 
the mammon of unrighteousness, or that spirit of 
pride, avarice, and ambition, by which bad men are 
governed.^ Here, observe, he makes the phrase 
** mammon qfunrighteousness^^'^ and the ^* spirit of 
pridcy avarice and ambMon^ to be synonymous, 
and mean one and the same thing. What an ab- 
surdity ! The sentence occurs in St. Luke's goqiel, 
xvL dii^. 9 ver. *^ Make to yourselves friends of 
the mammon of unrighteousness, that when ye fiul 
they may receive you into everlasting habitations.^ 
That is, endeavour to make yourselves sure friends 
of those riches which may not improperly be called 
the unrighteous or deceitftd mammxm (as so littfe 
confidence can be reposed in them,) that when yoH 
Jinly and die out of this world, they may receive you 
into everlasting habitcUiioHSj and you may for ever 
enjoy the reward of your pious charity and love in 
an everlasting friendship with all those truly wcnrthy 
persons who have been relieved by it.* The con- 
trary supposition is pregnant with absurdity and 
contradiction. For instance, can any reasonaUe 

* See Doddridge, Macknigbt, and Scott, on the place. 
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m«ii» fiir4iMoaMnt,«tt{ipo8ethM Jesus Clmt would 
ujU^Jm Moved ^Miples, ^^ M^e to jr ouniebres 
lUendswith ilaespirH qf jnide^ ofoarice^ andam-' 
iUian^ iduit wImh you fiul (die) they (the apirk qf 
pride^aMfiogyaHdimbiiianiJ lafayiwceiTeyoaHifeo 
e^ethai&oghikktiikm?'^ WbtAi comipt and evil 
.fttiiioiples in ^he eternal regions abovei What! 
vill ooiTttpt principles fami tbe heirs of sdiratieD 
Income in the irinospbere of uimUied liHss and 
pori^ ! 1 A man that wiU thus pervert tbe gespd 
lef Chriattmght to besa8|iected of every thmg be 
«alth. 

Intbeil5thcbap. of St Matthew' si^ospelaend 
44th verse, we lead of the cond^nnation $md pmi- 
iahnettt <£ the D&oil. When our Lofd allades to 
the final destiny «f wicked men, he aays, ^< Dq>art 
fipoHin»e» yeeursed^ into e?etlastiiig fire, prepared 
fir ihe Devil and Us €mgekJ" Thus has he point- 
ed <out tbe antecedent wi of the De^ and his «i^ 
1^, 1^ tbepimishmentprqMired^Hr^lAem, Bi con- 
^teadistinction to those men who are doomed to share 
ime tcommon destiny. Hence it is evid^t, that 
Ame U a supem&iural eM bei/R^^ cidled the J9m2 
mAjSaUm^ wbo is dtstii^uisbed firom mm en the 
^nehandj and fipomin^^ ebstract principles on the 
oAer, Mr, H. s^poses that the esqpression^ the 
Oevtl 4md bis angels, ^^ refsrs to the persecuting 
Jbws and Pagofos^ which is « chimera so absurd, 

that it scarcely deserves a notice. The panqpraph 
M S 
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oat of which this verse is taken, evidently refers to 
the judgment of the great day. ^^ When the Son 
of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angek with him, then shall he sit on the thrcme of 
his^glory; and before him shall be gathered all 
nations, and he shall separate them one from another, 
as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats. 
And he shall set the sheep on Us right hand^ but 
the goats on die left. Then shall the King say 
to those on his right hand. Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. But to those on the 
left, he shall say. Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared Jbr ike Devil and his 
amgeh.'^ In this paragraph our Lord has exhibited 
to our view the solemn and awful process of the 
great day. The righteous are hailed welcome to 
the realms of eternal bliss, and to a kingdom prepar- 
ed for them firom the foundation of the world ; while 
the wicked are consigned to irrevendble misery, pre- 
paredjbr whom f not for MAN, but for the DevU 
and his angels. Therefore, if man became a 
sharer in this punishm^t, it is by being self^fttted 
for destruction, or by his wilful rebellion i^aiiust 
the Most High, and rejection of the goqpel of 
Christ. But adopt Mr. H.^s view of this passage, 
and the language of Jesus Christ on this occasion 
becomes unintelligible jargon : for according to the 

* See Matt. xxt. 
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explanation which he has giren of the Terse in 
question, it would read thus : Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into long ekduaikg punishment, pre- 
pared for the Jew and his Pagans. Mr. H* with- 
out the least iota of proof, either from reason or 
scripture, supposes that the punishments, whidiin 
this chapter are said to be inflicted on the wicked, 
are only ^^ ruxhiral calamities^ and that the day of 
judgment here alluded to, only refers to ^^ the se* 
paration of true Christians from the corrupters of 
truth and righteousness, who would thus suffer the 
consequence of their own violence.'' Such is the 
yerbosity of this all-knowing philosopher ! How 
he reconciles this hypothesis with the last verse of 
this chapter I know not,— -*'^nd these shaU go 
away into everlasting punishment^ but the righteous 
into life eternal:^ Now, if the opinion of Mr. H. 
be correct, the meaning of this verse is this, to use 
his awn zeordsj that ^^the persecuting Jews and 
Pagans, together with their emissaries, who would, 
in consequence of their own schemes of pride and 
ambition, be, for a long series of years, involved in 
the most terrible natwal calamities.'^ And he fur- 
ther adds, that this ^^ appears evidently to be the 
day of judgment which is here and in many other 
places spoken of.'' Consequently, the last clause of 
this verse, instead of alluding to the final glorifica- 
tion of the righteous, only refers to temporal bless- 
ings, which would be conferred on themforalcmg 
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series €£ yean for their wtuous actions:; th cg efeg g 
it is evident that he robs the ScrijAiire of idl ilis us- 
trinsic exoeltenoe and gloiy I Sf^eal to evexy im- 
pantal inquirer after truth, whether orer there ww 
• greater absuidity e^r propagated in the srhofe 
sTiteBi of Feperjr. It is imquestumably wrtm^ 
tbat Mr. H. «ad his Unitarian bredireB^ when eth- 
dearouring to support Aeir 63rstem ftom the Bihlo, 
iastead of oonsidering the cnrrent Isnguage (tf Sc^ 
Sue, comparing it with itself, and thus mddog at 
ks own interpreter, do generally strire to oan- 
fimnd and perplex the ignorant and vnwoy, by ae^ 
kcting snd j^^ring ii^n a few tsohted passages^ ^ 
In the 8th du^tter o£ St. Joha's goi^l and 44A 
verse, Jesus Christ satd to his eneSEiies, ^ Ye are 
of your father the Devil, «nd die lints dT yenr 
fkther you will do. He was « muvderer from the 
hefianiog, and abode not in the truth, because 
ihgre is no truth in him. When he iq>eaketh st 
Ife, he ipeaketh of his own : for he is a Uar^ and 
Ae&ther of it."" As to the proper meaning of this 
verse^ there can be but one opinion enterUuned J^ 
dl those who reoeire the truth in the love of ilt 
laie language of diis passage is altogether unii^ 
tdl^ble, on the su^iesition that theve is not m 
eiisteaoe an evil si^iemi^ural beii^. But Mr* H 
hasakey that will almost suit every lock. Should 
it be adoed, what is this key ? I answer, it is the 
word BviPsifT, which he almost hrii^ forward on 
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everj occasion, as a sufficient proof to establish every 
proposition. The fact is, it is ahnost the only 
sure source that he has left, for reason and Scrip- 
ture have proclaimed an eternal war against him. 
He tells us, that ^^ the whole conversation on this 
occasion is evidently a personification of that 
wicked and persecuting spirit, which had for ages 
been so prevalent in the world." He further adds, 
** On another occasion, he (Christ) beautiftdly ex- 
emplified this wicked and murderous spirit in his 
parable of the vineyard. But let his language 
to the Jews, on this occasion, be understood liter- 
ally, and it would convey an absurd falsehood ; for 
he would positively have asserted that the Jews 
were the descendants of a supernatural evil spirit^ 
although he knew that they, as well as himself, 
were the lineal posterity of the righteous Abraham." 
I candidly and honestly confess, that I was struck 
with astonishment, and could scarcely believe my 
own eyes, when I first read this part of Mr. H.'s 
lecture. I got my Bible, and found every one of 
the parables of the vineyard — I' read them over and 
over again, and I could not find that the parables 
of the vineyard had the most distant bearing on 
the subject in question. How Mr. H. could, in 
the face of a large congregation, conjure up such a 
barefaced misrepresentation, I am at a loss to de- 
termine, unless he was worse than mad, and thought 
every body else fools. I am but 

*' A plain, blunt maa, speak directly on." 
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How Mr. H. exi^Mas any ene of the pamblesof 
the vineyard consistent with this part of hk lee* 
ture, would surpass the comptdiensioa of Ae 
wtsest sage that ever lived on the fi»ee of animatod 
nature. Certain I am, that if we were to understand 
all^the paraUes of the vineyard literally, it wonU 
be impossible to fix such a meaning i:^on tb^ti as 
that given by Mr. H,» without we had a purpose to 
serve by it/and were determined to have our point, 
like him, at the sacri&e of truth and reason. 

'* Thus men go wrong, with an ingenious skill, 
fiend the straight rule to theit own etooked will ; 
And, with a clear and shiniugf lamp supplied, 
"Finit put it out, then €aike it for a guide : 
Halting on crutches of unequal siee. 
One leg hy truth supported, one by lies. 
They sidle to the goal with awkward pace, 
Secure of nothing — but to loose the race P' 

When the disciples of Christ returned to jmfoi^ 
him of their success, they told hira in joyliil sur- 
prise, that *^ even the Devils are sutgeot unto iis 
through thy name.**^ He said unto them> I bdield 
Satan as lightning fall from heaven.'"* I saw him 
on his first transgression, when he was burled firom 
the transparent regions of unsullied Uiss aad liaf*- 
piness, to live in an atmosphere of miseiy and woei 
mid well remember how immediate and dreadful 
was his ruin. 

* I^ke X. 17, 18. 
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^ Hitty tbe Alottfi^ty power 



Hurled iieadloDg, flAiniiif|r, from tk* c^bereU sky. 
With hideous ruin and combustioD, down 
To bottomless perdition, there to dwell 
In adamantine chains and penal fire, 
Who dtirst defy the Omnipotent to arms." 

And I also foresee, in spirit, that raiewed, swift, 
andJrresistible victory,, wliich; shall be accomplislip 
ed by the preaching of the gespeU when Satan, the 
prince of the demons, shall be dethroned from his 
usurpjed dominion on earthy with the idolatrous 
worsh^ wMeh he has deyised to establish ; so that 
your casting out derils is only an emblem of a far 
more and -decisive victory, when all rebel powers 
shall be subjugated, and the gospel shall wing its 
way to the ends of the earth. ^^ Satan, being spmled 
of his dominions, may be said to fall from heaven.^ 
So of the fall of the king of Babylon, the prophet 
says, *^ How art thou fallen from heaven, O Luci- 
fer r Of the fall of the colleague of Antonius, 
Cicero says, ^^Thou hast pulled him down from 
heaven.^ *' And when Pompey was overthrown^ 
he si said to have fallen ftom. the stars..^ 

The Apostle St. Paul said to those to whom he 
wrote, <^ that God would bruise Satan under their 
feet.sbo]rtly/'* Thusi assuring them that Grod, the 
author of all their. Uessuigs,, whether spiritual or 
temporal, woidd speedtty bruise the great enemy of 

* Romans, xvi. 20. 
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mankind, and all his agents, under their feet, and 
thereby giye them, and every true believer, an en- 
tire and final victory. 

The Devil manages his mode of attack with 
deep subtilty and invidious cunning. Hence, says 
the Apostle, << LeH Satan should get an advantage 
of iLSf^ that is, that we may not be overreached by 
Satan. The Apostle adds, ^^Jbr we are not ig- 
norant of his devices.^* The term devices^ signify 
his machinations, far fetches, and contrivances. 
These devices are called by the same Apostle, 
** the wiles of the DevU^f which signifies his craf- 
ty, artfiil methods to deceive. These fraudulent 
methods are also called the " snare of the DevilT* 
This snare the Devil lays with all the cunning of 
which he is master, in order to catch and entangle 
the souls of men. " It is,'' says Bishop Taylor, 
" by the mercy of God we have the quietness of a 
moment, for if the Devil's chains were taken off, 
he would make our beds a terror, our tables to be a 
snare, our sleep fantastic, lustful, and illusive, 
and every sense should have an object of delight 
and danger, an hyena to kiss, and to perish in its 
embraces." 

The Apostle Paul, in his second epistle to the 
Corinthians, says, *^ Satan himself is transformed 
into an angel of l^ht.'^l I* is certain, from the 

* 2 Cor. ii. 11. f Eph. vi. H. 

t 2 Cor. xi. 14. 
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connexion in which this verse stands, that the 
Apostle alludes to the chief or head of the apostate 
demons. The reason why he informs them of this 
species of imposture, which is carried on by this 
arch-deceiyer, was owing to certain false teachers, 
who had crept into the church, and by reason of 
their . splendid eloquence and high pretensions to 
sanctity and sublimity of devotion, deceived their 
deluded followers. The Apostle designates these 
false teachers, *^ deceit/id workers ^ tramfbrmmg 
themselves into the Apostles qf Christ. . And then 
he adds. And no marvel^ for Satan himself is 
laransformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is 
no great thing if his ministers also be transformed 
as the ministers of righteousness, whose end shall 
be according to their works.'' ' The drijft of the 
Apostle's reasoning is this : you need not wonder, 
or be astonished, at such wicked men as these being 
60 specious in their appearance and pretensions, for 
even Satan, their master, often disguises himself 
and tempts the true followers of Christ in the form 
of a heavenly messenger, instead of appearing as 
the prince of darkness. Therefore, if Satan, the 
head and ringleader of all impostures and false 
teachers, thus transforms himself, it is reasonable, 
and only what we may naturally expect, that his 
//ministers should transform themselves into the mi- 
nisters of righteousness. Mr. H. supposes, without 
any show of reason, that the Apostle only " refers 
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to some leadbg clnNracter among those Jodaiziiig 
toadien, wbo Tiolendy opposed hit MpoBioBc !•- 
boors, and endeavoured again to bnng the Chris- 
Ibn Chuidies under bondage to the cereBOBial law.^ 
The £Kt is, diat it does not iq^^ear that Aese fidae 
Aposdes were JiidaJamg teadiera, or that they 
erer attempted to re-establish the cereaMNual Urn. 
«< For,"" si^ Mr. Leeke, << if sobjectioii to the 
Jewish rites had been that which the Apostle was 
so leahms against, he would have ipok^i mote 
plainly and wandiy, as we see in the epi^Ie to dte 
Gahrtians, and not have toaded it only, by At 
bye, dighdy, in a doubtfol expremmL Besidea, 
it is plam, that no such thing was yet attempted 
openly, oidy St Paul was afraid of it'' ^' CenTietion 
and steadiness of prineiple,'' si^s Dr. Beattie, '' is 
that wUeh |pves dignity, uniformity, mid qortt, to 
|he human oondi^ and without which our happU 
ness can neidier be lasting nor sincere. It oonsti- 
tutea, as at were, the vital atamina of a great and 
manly character; whereas scqptidsm betrays a addy 
imdcKBtmuling, and a levity of mind, from which 
nothing caa be eiqpeeted but inconsistency and 
feUy.'' 

" The bookfbl Meekhead, ignoraatly read 
With loads of learaed htniber in his head. " 

The existence of a supematutal evil being has 
been believed in all ages, by the wisest and best of 
men that ever graced the repubUc of letters wiA 
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Am learning, adonied Che Cbriitum Ckuch iritli 

their piety, or benefited the irorld irith tbeir kbeon. 

The sauie Apostle infinrmed the Tliemuiomvoak 

that he would gladlj ha^e come to Thessabnica 

^ once and again r hut Satan, by raising a BUma 

of persecution, hindered Um.^ The Apostle cer<- 

tainly alluded to t^nporal enemies; but as Dr. 

Wlntby judicioudy obsenres, ^< they who obstruct 

die progress of the goqpd, and persecute thej^so- 

moters of it, are the ministers of Satan, and tibere- 

fine bear his name.*^ The Apostle, in his seomd 

^istleto lliis people, warm them of an a^voadui^ 

eril, which would befall the Church by reason of 

one whom he denominates the *^ mem ofm^ th^ 

^^ 9on ^perdmony whose coming is aftor the worl&- 

ing of Satan, widi all power andaqpis, and lying 

wonders.^ We shsU not stay to cnquiEe whom 

the Apostle meant by the ^< son of perdition,^ or 

wheAer he meant (which is fvobshle) a suocessieti 

of indi^dualsj who would be goroned by the same 

dkpositbns, and indhiced hj the same motiYies. 

One tUng is certain, that dds diabolical person 

would gain his object by force, and deep subtiity, 

lying miraoles, and every kind of imposture, which 

human ingenuity and satameal cunning were able 

to invent. Mr. H. teUsus, that ^<the widcod 

spoken of, whose cunning is descrUied as after the 

* 1 Tbes. ii. 18. f ^ Th«ss. U. 3, 0. 
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working of Satofif with all power, and signs, and 
lying wonders, is an evident reference to some of 
the ecclesiastical oppressors, who would, at a future 
time, domineer over the Church.^ But he has 
overlooked the doctrine in question ; he has left us to 
learn who this Satan is, whose working this eccle- 
siastical oppressor is described as coming aftor. 
Therefore I shall tidce it for granted, that the Apostle 
alludes to that infernal spirit, which is called else- 
where, the Devil and Satan, who is the grei^ de- 
ceiver of mankind, and the author of all delusions 
•This opinion is supported by the same Apostle, 
who said to his son Timothy, ^* That in the latt^ 
times some shall depart from the faith, giving A^ 
to seducing spirits^ and doctrines of devUs,'*^* 
Thus the Apostle informs Timothy, that in the 
latter days some would depart from the truefaidiof 
the gospel, and that this apostacy would be effected 
by false teachers, who would hearken to seducing 
spirits, and consequently preach those doctrines 
which are devised and suggested by devils or demons. 

He also informs him, that he had delivered Hy- 
menius and Alexander unto Satan :f that is, he had 
openly> excommunicated and cast them out of the 
Church of Christ into the visible kingdom of Satan, 
that they might learn not to blaspheme. 

The Apostle, in describing the characteristic 

* 1 Tina. iv. I. f I Tim. i. 20. 
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marks of a Boripdiral Bislit)^, mysi he niutft *^ ^o< 
i<^ a nwieey kst^ beiiig lijfiei up with firide^ heJUl 
inio Ike condemnatitm ^ ike DeviL^ Here I 
think it is xAestly intimated, that pride was the fi»t 
spring of the defeetien, faO, and rain, ef the DeTH* 
N«t a'naeicSf dwt is, he must not be anew convert 
to Christiaidfy, ^ » new jdant m the gavden of 
the Chnrch ; and he gives this reasson fbr it*— lest, 
he^ pufibA np mA pride en acconnt of his being 
yr o mo^ed to such an h^ station, he fiiH into ^ 
^sondemnation f^t^kte Devil. This teasen 'certaifdy 
ffliliIieB,that pride was lihe DeviPs fiftftsmdehidr 
s!fl» 0T his alfec^g some 'spiritual higlmess bcjFond 
the bounds of Grod's will. Why dees the AposHe 
mtkt nse of the condeAmation t>f the Devfl, to cle- 
ter frotti "pride, if that were not the cause of his apos- 
taqr, «fid llie sin fer which %e was ccmdemned dT 
God? 

He likewise observes, that ^< some are ntfieoAf 
ium$daBide^rSMm.'^f ^< Theconvertingmeii 
to the Christian fiiith,'' says Dr. VV^itfay, » beii^ 
Ae tmnk^ ihem Jrom Sc^an nnte -God."^ The 
c»irting «^the f^oA may well be styled, *' the tam- 
ing aside after Sakm.^ 

The Apostle has pointed out in his second epis^ 
tie to his beloved Tunothy, how a Christian minis- 
ter oi^ht to conduct himself to those who had fidl^ 



* I Tim. iii. 6. f 2 Tim. ii. 26. 
n2 
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into the snare of tlie Devil, or ^ uifhd are taken cap- 
tive by him at his mUJ^ *^ Tlie word rendered 
taken captive/^ says a learned author, ^^ was origi- 
nally taken bomjishingi JbwU/ng^oit huntings and 
signified to catch the prey dUvCf by way of opposition 
to kUUfiff it. Hence, it was transferred to other 
things, and here should be rendered caught cikver 
<^ According to this sense of the word,^ says Dr. 
Madinight, ^^ it is used by the Apostle with great 
propriety. For the purpose of the Devil^s ensnaring 
men, being to kill them. The servant of God who 
takes the wicked alive out of his snare, saves their 
lives, by giving them an opportunity of escafong 
and returning to God.^^ 

** In Hebrews ii. 14,'' says Mr. H. " the accuser 
is said to have the power of deathy which clearly re- 
fers to the strict requisitions and fatal denunciations 
of the Jewish law, which, in the same passage, the 
Apostle declares Jesus Christ came to abolish, in 
order to free men from that fear of death, by whidk 
diey were all their life-time made subject unto bc^i- 
dage.'' Mr. H. thinks this is cfear, but for what 
reason ? because he supposes that the ^^ staunchest 
advocates for the existence of an evil being will 
hardly venture to maintain, that life and death 
w»e ever at his disposal." Life and death are at the 
complete disposal of God, who rules the arii^es of 
heaven, and amongst the inhabitants of the earth, 
and therefore life and death werenever at the disposal 
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of the Jewish law. " For," says the Apostle " the 
letter MBethy but the Spirit giveth Ze/^."* And agam, 
** if Ihere had been a lawgiver which covM have 
given lifey verily righteousness wovld have been by 
the law^'f Now, if Mr. H. thinks it a sufficient 
reason that the Apostle did not mean on toil beings 
because the staunchest advocates for his existence 
would hardly venture to affiim that life and death 
were at his disposal ; it is equally as good a reason, 
that he did hot mean, by the term DevU, the Jew- 
ish law ; for I think that the staiinehest advocates 
against the existence of an evil being, would hardly 
venture to maintain that life and death were ever 
at the disposal of this law. Besides, I know not 
for what purpose he has conjured up the word Lf/e ; 
for certain it is, that it has no connexion with the 
subject ; for if the Apostle meant the Jewish law, 
and that that law could have given life, why should 
Jesus Christ have come to abolish it ? Therefore, 
that system, which depends upon such miserable 
subter&ges as this for its support, is a bad system, 
and stands upon a tottering foundation. Besides, 
the decalogue, or moral law, is not abolished, l)ut 
is in full force now, and will be to the end of time ; 
it is only the ceremonial law which Jesus Christ has 
put away, by the sacrifice of himself. Hence, says 
the Apostle, " For by one offering he hath perfected 

* 2 Cor. iii. 6. f Gal. iii. 21. 
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jbr ever Ihem ihai are eancHfiecL^* And likewise 
. dbterve, that salYatbn was as muck by &ith unler 
the Old Testament diq^ensatioii as it is ik>w ; and 
hy reason of this faith in Ae atenement of Chist, 
whicii was pointed out to them by promisies, types, 
and shadows, mai^ of the Old Testament soiiitB 
were ddiyered bom this fear of death. If the 
Aposde meant by the term DevU, or Acausery the 
Jewish law, thcsmone conld be kept siribject to thk 
bondage but those who were under dm low; eoiue- 
quently, the whole Geaitile nations weie exempt fiooi 
this fear of deadi. But certainly the Apestle had 
the pious Gentries in view, who were 'enslaved by 
the feais of death, becaase ihey lived wkAoirt any 
written reyelation from iS^od ; iherefiire they had 
not that bright assurance of the pardon of Jin, nor 
that Iffight hope of a blessed ^mortality. The 
reasoning of the Apostle is as follows:*^^^ /^Sof^u^ 
much then, as the diU^en are partdceTs of flesh and 
blood, be also himself M^zm^ took fpart qfthe mmt {^ 
thait is, as die chikb^L were partakers of human na- 
ture, so Christ vduntarily condesc^iided to partake 
of .the same, in order that he might stand in the 
nearest relation to them, and be rendered capaUe of 
suffering and dying, ihat through death he mighi 
destroy him that had the power of death, that, ie^ 
the DeoUC'* that by his death in the flesh, he 

* Heb. X. 14. 
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might frustrate the malicious contrivance of him 
who first introduced death into the world, that is, 
the Devil. The Devil^s intention in tempting our 
first parents was to destroy them, and thereby to put 
an end to the human species. This Satanical de- 
sign the Son of God frustrated, and rendered inef- 
fectual, by assuming our nature, and dying as a sa- 
crifice for sin. The sentence, " Him that had the 
power ofdeath^'* means a power that is usurped by 
guile ; and the Apostle evidently alludes to that era 
when Satan, by an exertion of this power, deceived 
our first parents, and, consequently, brought death 
on all mankind. Hence, he is called a " murderer 
Jrom the hegmnmgy But Christ, by his atonement 
and resurrection, would remove the baneful effect 
of this power, and " deliver them, who through 
fear of death were all their life-time subject to bond- 
age ; when one common salvation was preached to 
both Jew and Gentile, and the copious influence of 
the Spirit was poured upon all the nations of the 
earth.*" " For verily he took not on him the nature of 
angels J but he took on him the seed of Abraham;'''^* 
or, as the margin renders it, " he taJceth not hold^qf 
angelsy but of the seed of Abraham he taketh hold.^'' 
Here the Apostle represents the apostate angels, and 
mankind, as it were, falling from an eminence ; but 
our merciful high-priest is represented as catching 

♦Heb. ii. 14—16. 
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liold of his fidling crettnre^ man, in order to bring 
him bftck to his former iidieritance, while he leases 
the rebeDioiis angels to fidl lower and lower ; as on 
them he taketh not hold. The reason of this dif- 
ference probably is, because they rebelled presump- 
tuonsty against Grod widiout a tonpter, while the 
first parents of mankind sinned only by the inyidi- 
OQB canning of another. 

<< On the subject of temptation,'' (says Mr. H.) 
we haTe the authority of the Apostle James for 
maintaining, that eveiy man is tempted when he is 
< drawn away l^ his own lust and enticed.' It is 
general^ believed by the most learned mai that 
erer graced die repuMic of letters, that the Apostle, 
by the sentence ^ beimg dra^um away by his own hut 
and enticed^ alludes to the drawing of fish out of 
a river with a baited hook. Therefore, the meaning 
of the Aposde is diis, that the corrupt desires of 
our nature prompt us to seize the bait which Satan 
throws in our way; so we are drawn out of the line 
of duty, as the fish is drawn out of the water by the 
delusive morsel that covers the hook. Therefore, 
instead of this verse being a support for Mr. H. it 
makes completely against him. The Apostle St. 
Peter says, — " Your adversary ^ the Devil, as a roar- 
ing lion^ zpalketh about seeking whom he hay 
devour.^ f Here, observe, it is not whom he will, 

*Jamw i. 14. f * Pet- ▼• ®- 



y Google 



A MOBE DIRECT BEPLT TO THE LSCTUEE. 155 

but wbom he mat devour : were his power as great 
as. his malice, he would, no doubt, destroy every 
true Christiaii from off the face of the earth* What- 
ever power he may be possessed of, he is not invuhier- 
aUe, nor irresistible. He may be strong, but not 
OMHIPOTENT. He may be cunning, but he is not 
OMNisciEKT. He walks about, therefore he is luA 
OHNiPEESBNT. He is uudcT the divine controiU, 
and in his warfare with human beings, the advan- 
ti&ge is gracioudy allowed to man. Satan^s dominion 
on the earth is hastaiing to a dose. Therrfore he 
is 1^ great wrath, because his time is short on the 
eaHlL Infinite wisdom gives us instriM^tions in the 
Scriptinres of Sacred Truth, and if we abide by 
them, and follow the direction of the Holy Spirit, 
ire skill never be deceived. Almighty power, and 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is given 
to every true believer in Christ, enables him to be 
more than conqueror in conflict with Satan on any 
ground, at any time it is his previlege to triumph 

<*On even groimd against our moral foe." 

This verse with the two foUewing, Mr. H. took 
ferhis text; and he tells us that the expressions in 
these verses, evidently relate "to ths persecuting 
Jews and PctgcmsJ^ Suppose that the expression, 
your adversary, the Devil, alludes to the persecut- 
ing Jews and Pagans, does it follow that there is no 
Devil, or that the Devil did not exdte them thus 
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to oppose the people of God. The word devour, 
Dr. Macknight translates swallow up. " So the 
word literally signifies, being used concerning solids 
as well as liquids. It strongly expresses the insatia- 
ble rage of the enemy of mankind, to hinder their 
salration, and the danger we are in from his devices. 
For he sometimes attacks the people of God in 
person, though not visible; and sometimes by his 
ministers, the other evil spirits, who are in league 
with him ; and sometimes by wicked men, his sub- 
jects, whom he instigates to tempt them by the ter- 
ror of persecution.^ The same Apostle says, in his 
second espistle — *^ For^ God spared not the angels 
that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and de- 
livered them unto chains of darkness, to be reserved 
unto judgment."* Now, sin is a relative term, and 
supposes a rule or law of which it is a breach : for, 
says the Apostle, " Where no law is, there is no 
transgression."-}- And though that particular law 
which they|transgressed be not revealed, it must be 
a positive one, or that of nature ; if the law of 
nature, it is the same as the moral law, so far as it 
agrees with the angelical spiritual nature, ai^d re- 
quires Divine worship, and other duties resulting 
from the relation of creatures to God their Creator. 
And supposing the law which they transgressed to 
be a positive one, they could not violate it without 
transgressing the law of nature. But a question 
*2Pct. ii.4. t T^^om.iv. 15. 
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naturally arises, how could pure and exalted beings 
violate any law ? Supposing we were not able to 
give any definite answer to this question, would it 
follow that they never sinned ? Certainly not, be- 
cause our ignorance can never alter facts. NotMi^ 
is more unaccountable than the motives and causes 
of action of free agents ; when any being is at liberty 
to act as it will, no othar reason need be required 
for its actions but its own will. They who are at 
liberty to sin, may sin, whatever be the motives 
that inducedthem to it ; and to enquire what is that 
motive, is to enquire what motive may determine a 
free agent, that is, an agent which may determine 
itself upon any ground or motive. Immutability is 
an infinite perfection, therefore it could not inhere 
in a finite creature, however exalted in the scale of 
being. But how perfect and excellent soever any 
creatures are> they may be supposed to admire their 
own perfections and excellencies, and, by degrees, 
to neglect to acknowledge Grod, tUl they end in 
downright rebellion against him. And it is most 
agreeable to Scripture, that pride, or affecting some 
spiritual greatness above their station, was the cause 
of the fall of the angels ; and those perfections, which 
might secure them against evei^ other temptation, 
might be the cause of this^ But though they sin- 
ned, God spared them ^ot, but cast them down to 
hell, and delivered them unto chains of darkness, 
to be reserved unto judgment. Neither will he 
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spare any other persevering sinner who violates his 
law and rebeb against his government.* 

The apostate angels in their state of degradation 
and misery, retain the same disposition as when 
they first rebelled against their Creator. They 
sinned without remorse : we never read of the least 
compunction in tliem, but meet with many proo& 
of their fixed malignity against Gk>d and all good- 
ness. Hence, says the Apostle, *^ the DevU shineth 
Jrom the beginninff,'"'^ He does not say, he sinneth 

* On what occasion soerer pride first shewed itself, it 
seems to hare been the leading sin of the angels, who, ad- 
miring and valuing themselves too much on account of the 
excellence of their nature, and the height of their station, 
came at length to entertain so little respect for their Crea- 
tor and Sovereign, as to be guilty of downright rebellion 
and apostacy. But here observe, as creatures of this 
lower world, it becomes us to speak and write with rever- 
ence on this subject, for, the moment the mind is carried 
to the contemplation of the fall of angels, that very 
moment it enters a region where all to us is mystery and 
unknown ; for where God is silent, all the conjectures of 
men are vain. Therefore, we wish to carry this subject no 
further than we are supported by the word of God. And 
here, we may observe, that Christianity passes over in 
silence, what forms no part of its design, which was not 
to' teach men science, and gratify the unhallowed curio- 
sities of men, but Divinity, faith, and morality. 
<< Through worlds unnumbered, though the God be known j 
Tis ours to trace him only in our own.*' 
f 1 John iii. 8. 
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AT the beginning, though that be true; but, A^ 
sinnethjram the beginnings that is, sinning is his 
and all the host of evil spirits, continual practice, 
and has been ever since their rebellion. But Mr. 
H. tells us that the words used here, " are an evi- 
dent personification of bad and good dispositions of 
the mind, and the wicked arc called the children 
of the acctiser or adversary ; in exactly the same 
SBNSE as on another occasion, he that committeth 
sin is the servant of sin; and the righteous are 
called the children of God in the same sense, al- 
though in a different degree with Christ, who was 
styled the Son of God, on account of his exalted 
goodness.^ This is a sweeping declaration, which 
leads us at once into a self-evident absurdity, viz. 
to believe that sin has an independent existencey or 
it robs us of our God, and leads us to suppose that 
that Being, whose existence is necessary and inde- 
pendent^ only exists in a relative manner. We 
will examine for a moment, the modes of expres- 
sion made use of in this quotation. The expression, 
** he that committeth sin is the servant of sin^* is 
the language of Christ, and evidently means one 
who hMtuaUy practices sin. That sin has only a 
relative existence may be inferred from the expres- 
siion itself; for, if its existence were positive and 
independent, it would be absurd to say, he that 



* Ji^hn yiii. 34. 
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commUteth or practises sin ; and it would be abso- 
lutely impossible to attach to this expression of 
Christ any definite idea. That sin has in itself a 
positive and independent existence, I belive no 
one will venture to aiBnn ; therefore it can have no 
more than a relative being, and can exist no longer 
than those beings continue to exist which are capa- 
ble of moral actions. For, if all moral agents were 
nee annihilated, it would be an absurdity too gross 
to be imposed upon the mind of man, to suppose 
that sin, in this case, could have any kind of ex- 
istence. As, therefore, sin has not in itself any 
kind of positive existence, we must look to moral 
agents for all the being which it can possiUy pos^ 
sess. And although sin is, in a moral point of 
view, nothing more than the sinful thoughts and 
actions of moral agents, physically capable of a 
better conduct, yet so far can it extend its banefol 
influence in its effects and consequences, as to de- 
range the whole human system. 

^dly. " He that committeth sin is of the DeoUC** 
that is, he that lives habitually in the practices of 
sin belongs to the family of the Devil; and as a 
proof of this the Apostle adds, ^^Jbr the Devil 
sinneihjrom the beginning ,'" that is, firom the time 
of his apostacy in heaven. Now, how absurd it 
would be to say, he that committeth or transgresseth, 

* 1 John Hi. 8. 
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the Devily is of the Devil ; and it is equally as ab- 
surd to say, that sin ainnethjrom the heginmng^ 
for sin has only a relative being, and depends on 
moral agents for its existence, and therefore it could 
never act independently of these moral agents. 
Therefore, to suppose tliat it was sin that sinneth 
from the beginning, leads us to believe a self-evi- 
dent contradiction, viz. that sin is dependent and 
not dependent at the same time, or that sin acts in- 
dependently, although it has at the same time no 
independent existence. 

3rdly. The righteous are called the children or 
servants of God, because they habitually serve, 
honour, and obey him. Now, it would be abso- 
lute nonsense to say, he that committeth or trans- 
gresseth God, is the servant of God. Therefore I 
conclude, that God and Satan have a positive and 
independent existence, while sin has only a relative 
being; and the man that committeth sin is the 
servant of sin, or he is a slave to those actions 
which he commits. Surely, Mr. H. will not say, 
that God has no independent and personal existence. 
Why, then, has he classsed him with sin, without 
he meant to say he had no real being ; or, that sin 
had a positive and independent existence. It is 
evident, that no absurdity is too great for this know- 
ing ONE to adopt ! 

It is awful and affecting to cbnsidcr, that the 
fallen angels are our inveterate enemies. The 
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Scriptures attribute to the Devil, all the various 
degrees of malice ; such as indignation^ wrath, envy, 
and hatred. Malice is the Devil^s charactar and 
disposition : — ^it is this which excites him to all 
mischief) and of breathing after all kinds of wicked- 
ness. Hence, he is styled the wicked one, which 
denotes a special wickedness. God is called by the 
Prophets, the holt one, because he is infinitely 
and altogether holy. — So the Devil, because he is 
the most malicious, envious, and wicked being that 
exists, is called the wicked one. 

The Apostle Jude tells us, that the ^^ atigels kept 
not their first estate."^ Though the angels were 
created holy, and without the least inherent de- 
pravity, yet they were mutable ; and, indeed, ma- 
tability is essential to a creature, considered as such; 
it is God's prerogative alone to be unchangeable; 
none but he can be naturally free from change. The 
angels that fell were not fixed in a state of unaltera- 
ble purity and happiness ; and as responsible beings, 
they were left to the freedom of thei^ own choice. 
Jesus Christ tells us, they " abode not in the truA ;^ 
and the Apostle says they kept not their first 
estate: the meaning of the Apostle is this — that a 
certain number of angelic beings, who were pos- 
sessed of all those physical energies which are es- 
sential to moral agents, kept not their first estate ^ 

* John Tiii. 44. 
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or, they retained not their original purity ; therefore, 
<< they left their own habitation^ that is, they gave 
up their office or stcnUon^ which was assigned them 
by their Sovereign Creator; therefore, he cast them 
out of his celestial mansion, and " reserved them 
in everlasting chains, imder darkness, unto the 
judgment of the great day.^ Should it be sud 
how can Satan and his host range up and down the 
earth, and at the same time be confined in chains? 
We answer, that chains is ametaphorical expression, 
which denotes, that they have no more power to 
escape the present punishment which is hiflicted 
upon them, than a man who is strongly bound with 
iron chains. Therefore, these chains do not denote 
their being confined to a certain place, but that 
wherever they go they carry their punishment with 
them. 

The same Apostle informs us of a contest which 
took place between an archangel, and the head or 
chief of apostate demons : ^^ Yet, Michael, the arch- 
angel, when contending with the Devil, (he dis- 
puted about the body of Moses,) durst not bring 
against him a railing accusation, but said. The 
Lord rebuke thee.'*^ Now a good angel would not 
be the adversary of Michael. A good angel would 
not dispute with this archangel, and contend about 
the body of Moses. To a good angel, Michael 
would not say, " the Lord rebuke thee ^ therefore 
these words of the Apostle afford a direct and posi- 
tive proo f of the existence of a supernatural evil 
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being. In the Apocal3rp6e we are inS^rmed that 
" there was xoar in heaven ^ that is, the gospel 
kingdom, which in many places in Scripture is 
called the kingdom of heaven. Michael and 
his angels fought against the dragon, and the dra- 
gon fought, and his angels, and prevailed not; 
neither were their place found any more in hea- 
ven. And the great dragon was cast out, that 
old serpent, called the Devil and Satan, which 
deceivcth the whole world: he was cast out into 
the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.* 
Michael signifies, who is like Gody and therefore 
may fitly represent Christ ; and the Devil, or Satan, 
is here styled the great dragon^ which term is em- 
blematical of his great strength and bloody cruelty 
against the church. The former employed as his 
instruments in this war. Christian magistrates, 
faithful ministers, and true believers, as well as 
angels, which he sent forth as ministering spirits to 
those heirs of salvation ; while the latter fought by 
persecuting emperors, idolatrous priests,' and heathen 
philosophers; this conflict ended'in the total defeat 
of Satan'^s army, when the opposers of the kingdom 
of the Messiah were spoiled of their dominion and 
power, which is intimated by the expression, " he 
was cast out into the earth,'''' This alludes to a time 
when the Christian Church emerged by a resolute 
struggle from a state of captivity and bondage, when 

** Rev. xii.7, 8,9. 

Digitized by VjOOQiC 



A MOBE DIEECT REPLY TO THE L£CTUBS« 165 

she conquered her enemies, dethroned them of their 
dominion and power: then was Satan cast down 
from his dignity as God and prince of this world. 
Here, observe, this victory is not ascribed to the 
sword of war, but to the merit and efficacy of the 
atoning sacrifice of Christ, by faith in his blood, 
and a bold and holy profession of his gospel. Hence, 
it is said, "they overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of the testimony, and they 
loved not their lives unto deatli.'' 

Mr. H. has made a great flourish about the ab^ 
surety of a literal interpretation of two passages, 
and then concludes, that there is no Devil, because 
it would be absurd to interpret those passages 
literally : we will examine them for a moment. Our 
Lord said unto Peter, " get thee behind me, SaUm-^ 
literally, get thee behind me, thou adversary. Now, 
the question is, who was this adversary ? We answer, 
Peter. " Have I not chosen you twelve, and one 
of you is a Demi; literally, have I not chosen you 
twelve, that is, some time ago; but in the present 
tense, one of you is a calumniator. Who was this 
admnniatorf We answer, Judas. We read tha* 
Jesus was tempted of the DevU ; literally, the ac 
cuser or calwnmiator : but who was this accuser or 
calumniaior? We answer, an evil supernatural 
being. Hence, it is certain, that we do not slide 
into any absurdity, by interpreting these passages 
literally. And if Mr. H. could find ten thousand 



y Google 



166 A MORE DIRECT REPLY TO THE LECTURK. 

more passages, where the term Deoil^ or Sfttan, wete 
applied to human beings, it would not follow that 
there was not an evil supernatural being, or spiritual 
Devi], or hellish Satan. 

Should it be asked, how can h, finite being tempt 
persons in different places at one time ? We answer, 
Ist — That the Demi has many demons under his 
direction. Snd. — That we do not precisely know 
what relation spirit has to place. 3rd. — That we 
are not sure that evil spirits may not produce efibcts, 
which often remain when those spirits are no longer 
immediately present. We know that a moral prin- 
ciple once imbibed, often produces effects for a long 
period after the departure of the person from whom 
it has been imbibed. 

Mr. H. calls the opinion that there is in existence 
an evil being, "on abswrd and frightful notion.'*'^ 
Now, it must be obvious to every attentive reader of 
these quotations which I have made from Mr. H.'^s 
Lecture, that he believes in an evil principle, 
which is as bad, nay, worse than the Devil; for this 
evil principle found its way into the bosom of Jesus 
Christ, which none of the advocates for the existence 
of an evil being dare venture to affirm. It is the 
property of horror to be incoimstent. When the 
degeneracy (»f human nature is to be denied, the 
Unitarians will acknowledge no evil principle; but 
when the Devil is to be destroyed, his ghost haunts 
his' murderers in the form of an evil principljb, 
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which corrupted the pious heart of Eve, and fer- 
mented the pious mind of Christ. What Devil 
that ever was invented, could be worse than this 

EVIL PRINCIPLE? 

^^ In a subject so abstruse in its nature as the 
present, in the investigation of which the mind is 
carried into unknown regions, we must expect that 
mystery will set a boundary to all human reason, 
a boundary that we can never pass ; and unless 
we implicitly believe the Bible, we must for ever 
wander in darkness.^^ 

'^ Abstracted from revelation, we can neither ac- 
count for the existence or non-existence of the Devil, 
for the following obvious reason: — The existence of 
all spirits is beyond our comprehension, above our 
nature ; and whenever we, on the principles of na- 
tural reason, can account for their existence, then 
it must necessarily cease to be supernatural; and in 
attempting to make that to be natural, which we 
admit to be supernatural, we attempt to explain that 
which we admit to be inexplicable. The r ules of 
duty dictate, that we should divest our minds of 
prejudice to look into our Bibles ; and when this is 
done, we shall soon discover that the doctrine of 
Devils is no bug-bear ; that hell itself is an eternal 
an indestructible reality, a receptacle prepared 

FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS. 

To assert that God would beunjustif he suffered 
bis temporal creatures to be tempted by a super- 
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natural eyU being, is the most unaocountaUe folly. 
For what does any man know of the justice of that 
Being, who fills immensity with his presence, before 
whom angels stand confounded? Can any man by 
searching find out God, or trace the unialhomed 
counsels of Deity ? If any fiinte creature could 
comprehend this great and exalted Being, and trace 
his infinite modes of action, he must cease to be 
infinite ; for finite can never fathom infinite, nor the 
less encircle the greater. How far the justice of 
God may permit man to be tempted before he 
fqiproximates towards injustice, lies bejrond the con- 
fines of human comprehension to determine. For 
what does any one know of the justice and govern- 
ment of God ? Can any one trace infinite relations, 
or view completely the amazing chain of causes and 
efiects ? Does it lie within the reach of human 
understanding to comprehend all the possiUe forms 
which justice can assume, and the diversified 
instances in which it can display itself? Is it pos- 
sible for any finite creature to see the close connex- 
ion, that exists between time and the immense ocean 
of eternity ? Is it possible for the highest order i^ 
created intelligence to p^etrate all contingencies-*— 
all cartainties — ^all probabilities— -all realities — all 
causes and efiects — ^traverse the unbounded and 
illimitable regions of space, and survey the dose 
connexion that exists in the great chain of intelligent 
and unbounded being? If not, no one has a right 
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to conclude that God is unjust in suffering his 
rational creatures to be tempted by an eVil being, or 
that it is inconsistent with his moral government. 

Mr. H. tells us, that " the supposed existence of 
an evil being contradicts every rational notion <^ 
the Divine power, for this power must of necessity 
be imperfect} if there is a corrupter busily at work 
in the universe.^ He might with as good a show of 
reason have sidd, that (be power of God is imperfect, 
because he permitted superstitious Ingots to quench 
their thirst in the Uood of the martyrs. We have 
to contend with our own natural passions, the pre- 
valence of surrounding example, the stigma and 
insults of malignant enemies ; but does it follow that 
God is deficient in power, because he suffers all these 
enemies to unite together, in order to stop our pro- 
gress in the ways of piety and virtue. The Apostle 
tells us,^that some of the ancient worthies ^^had 
trial of cruel mockings and scourgings ; yea, more- 
over, of bonds and imprisonment. They were stoned, 
they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain 
with the sword; they wandered about in sbeep-^kin^' 
and goat skins, being destitute, afflicted, torment- 
ed."* But did any of these sufferers ever comp]aiu 
that the power of God was imperfect ? No : they 
rather said, with good old Elisha^-^*' Fear not, for 
they that be with us are more than they that be with 

* Hcb. xi. 36. 37. 

? 
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tbtm.'*^ 6od may sidkr ug to be tempted by our 
enemies for a wbile^ bat when ovur warfive is accom- 
plished, be will avenge us of our adversaries, and 
Uess US wilb an eternal peace. 

Infinite power can do every thing that does not 
imply a contradiction. He could, with infinite ease, 
annihilate the revolving sphere in which we live, 
and destroy the entity of all created existences in a 
moment. Whatever depends upon infinite power, 
for its accomplishment, except it imply a contradic- 
tion, can be effected. 

Modem infidels, and particularly that imjdacable 
character, Richard Cablile, have done much of 
late to propagate the opinion that matter is eternal^ 
and that it <;an never be destroyed In pasring, I 
would observe, that if we admit matter to be eternal, 
we must admit many self-evident absurdities; and 
that it can be destroyed, is neither impossible, con- 
tradictory,, nor absurd. If th^ebe in existence au 
infinite power, it is possible for matter to be destroy- 
ed, imless we suppose matter to be more than infinite, 
'which is an absurd contradiction. 

^<Nor is the belief in the exist^ce of an evil 
spirit,^ says Mr. H. ^^less hostile to the sublime 
attribute of Divine wisdom.**' Is it possible to 
imagine, that he, whose knowledge is perfect and 
universal, could have devised a method for the trial 
of human virtue, which subverts the first principle 
gf morality ?*' Here observe, that this part of Mr. 
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H/s reasoning is founded npcm . a false principle, 
viz. that God has devised^ or invmted^ the Devil to 
tempt his children, mmrely to try their virtae; 
therefore, the superstructure that is built <m tbift 
absurd principle, must be lalse. It would have 
been equally as good logic if he had said, that God 
created every persecuting sinner, and every other 
temptadon, merely to try the virtue of his peofde. 
The true state of the case may be illustrated by 
two or three examples: — ^Ist. When Joseph's 
brethren sold him to the Ishmaelites, it was a vo- 
luntary action on their part, and though God per- 
mitted it^ he did not devise it \ but be so over- 
ruled this free and voluntary action for good^ as to 
make it the very means of advancing Joseph next 
to the throne of Pharaoh, and of savii^ the whole 
^mily of Israel alive. 

Snd. When David voluntarily and courageeifiBly 
engaged in contest with Goliath, God made this 
spontaneous and free action subservient to the in- 
ievest of this young son of Jesse, and the very 
means of advancing him to the throne of IsraeL 

3rd. And wheoi the enemies of the Messiah cru<- 
cified and put him to death, sudi was the wisdiW 
of God, that he overruled it for good, and though 
it was a free act on their part, yet God effi^ted the 
redemptioii of die world by il% And Amigk Satan 
may volunt^ly tempt the true folbwen dP Cfai^ist, 
such is the wisdom of God, that he maked these very 
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taapUittoiis snbserrient to tbe interest and adraiice- 
meiit of tbe Messiahs kingdom. 

Nor is it inconsistent with the Divine goodness ; 
for Satan can only tempt or allure, he cumot con- 
PRL. And every true disciple of Jesus may ask, 
widi an in^ired Apostle, <^ Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ — shall tribulation, or dis- 
tress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or pe- 
ril, or sword? Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved us. For I 
am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor an- 
gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things pre- 
sent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.^ 
Nor can Satan prevent any one from coming to 
Christ; man is a free agent, and cannot be com- 
pelled. Satan may tempt or allure, but in yaik, 
if man be determined by the grace of God to come. 
And be it remembered, that a sinner had better 
contend with tbe allurements of Satan, with the 
Spirit of God to support him, than have to contend 
merdif with his own passions, without the Spirit 
of God to assist him. 

« Some dream, that they can silence when they will 

" The storm of passion, and say — ^ peace he still;* 

** But, ' thus far and no farther y* when addressed 

*' To the wild waves, or wilder human breast, 

** Implies authority, that never can, 

«< That never ought to be the lot of man." 
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Therefore, the orthodox Christian, thoi^h he 
may have to contend against the temptations of the 
Devil, yet with the Spirit of God to assist him, he 
dtands upon a more firm and sure basis, than woj 
Unitarian who has to contend against an evil prin- 
dple, without the Spbit of the living €od to sup- 
port him. 

** Bound on a voyagfe of awful lengthy 

*' And dangers little known ; 

'< A'stranger to superior strength, 

** Man vainly trusts his own. 

'* But ours alone can ne'er prevail, 

'' To reach this distant coast ; 

<* The breath of hea?'n must swell the sail, 

" Or all the toil is lost." 

Mr. H. tells us towards the close of his lecture, 
^^ that natural light and natural darkness cannot 
possibly be so much at variance, as the cotemporary 
existence of good and evil peikciple in the moral 
world r Having already met with so many con- 
tradictions, misrepresentations, and absurdities, in 
Mr. H.'*s lecture, my mind is prepared for the re- 
ception of this. The attentive reader will remem- 
ber, that Mr. H. has often acknowledged the exist- . 
ence of a good and evil principle ; and he has en- 
deavoured to explain many passages of Scripture, 
by saying its language was evidently a personifica- 
tion of good and bad principles ; yea, he acknow- 
ledges a good and bad principle to have heaved the 
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hoeom ot Jesus Christ, Eft one and the same tifeaoe. 
Bat here this cohsistent retsooer tdb as, dut 
light and darkness are not more opposed to tmA 
other, than the cotemporary existence of agoodaaft 
bad principle. If we trace this assertion to its ulti- 
mate tendency, it is not only at Tariaiuse with erery 
part of his lecture, but it annihilates at one stroke, 
all the evil that exists in the world ; or else, every 
principle of yirtue and moral goodness, that exists 
in the universe. Therefore, if we should admit the 
wild chimeras of these men, we should at once be 
led into the bewildering vortex of absurdity, and 
involve ourselves amidst rhapsody and confiinon. 

Whether the present ossay, like the bursting 
bubbles on the passing stream, will expire, ot it will 
pass on to ages yet to come, which its author can 
never reach, are points which events alone c^n 
decide. 

The author of this essay returns his warmest 
thanks to his numerous, and highly-respectable list 
of subscribers, for their kind patronage. If the work 
should not entiexly meet with their approbation, 
he begs them to keep the words of Bums in mind. — 

<< An' ablins, when rr winna stan' the test, 

^* Wink bard, an* say, * the chap has DOMsnis best.' *' 

Or the generous maxim of Pope— 

" To err, is human— to forgire, divine." 
The author hopes it will be a sufficfeni apology 



y Google 



itVOE&PIBSCTIt&PLY TO THE LECTURE. 175 

£oit diis long delay of publishing, to say, that when 
he had got the work ready for the press, and a cer- 
tarn portion printed, he found that he had more 
written than two volumes would contain; conse- 
quently, he was obliged to take it home and abridge 
it: and be it remembered, that his family depends 
upon his hand labour for its suppcnrt ; consequently, 
his time was limited, and he had to write the 
work over again, at a time when he should have 
been asleep ; and in addition to which delay, it has 
been detained' a long time in the press, for which 
delay, the author is sorry : and likewise he hopes, 
that the candid and impartial reader will ever bear 
in mind, that the author has not had the advantages 
of a libaral education. From an early period of his 
existence, he was convinced of the depravity of hu- 
mm nature, and the necessity of salvation by faitli 
in the atdnement ; consequently, he was led to seek 
redemption through the merits and efficacy of 
Christ'^s death, imd to cast off all dependance upon 
any thing he could do or suffer : and the author is 
of the same opinion, that salvation is of grace, from 
first to last ; and he trusts that in a little while, he 
will have to sing with the redeemed above, that 
ever-blessed anthem, ^^ Not unto us, but unto thy 
name be all the praise.'^ 

Should there be any thing said in this essay 
which the reader may think harsh and severe, the- 
author hopes he will attribute it to the heat of con- 
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troreny^ and not to any maliciotis design which the 
author has against Mr. H. As touching Mr. H.^8 
moral character, the author highly esteems him; 
and he candidly and honestly confesses, that as a 
benevolent and moral character, Mr. H. is worthy 
of being set forth as an example; and firmly be- 
N^eves, that in acts of charity and kindness, he is 
exceeded by none, if equalled by many. Notwith- 
standing Mr. H.^s amiable and unimpeachable cha- 
racter, as it respects morality, such is the dreadful 
nature of his religious principles, that were his mo- 
rals ten thousand times more excell^t, they would 
not stand in equilibrium against the evil tendency 
of these principles. And so long as Mr. H. enter- 
tains these principles, though the author may esteem 
him as a benevolent character, yet he cannot con- 
cede to him the term of Christian Minister. It is 
Mr. H.^s religious principles, and those alone, that 
these pages are directed against, and how far the 
author has succeeded in his endeavours to confute 
these principles, is left for the candid and impartial 
reader to determine. May the God of all grace, 
and the giver of all oiu: blessings, grant that the 
reader and author, may at last meet in the mansions 
of the blessed, and sing together, through a never- 
ending eternity, ** Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain, to receive honour, and glory, and blessing, for 
ever and ever.**^ Amen. 
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